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ELECTORAL ACT, 2010 

AI<RANUEMENT OF SECTIONS 

SECTION : 

PART 1-E.�TABLISHMENT AND FUNCTIONS, ETC, OF 

INDEPENDENT NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION 

l. The Independent National Electoral Commission. 
2. Func tions of the Commission. 

3. Establishment of the Independent National Electoral Commission Fund. 
4. Expenditure of the Commission. 
5. Annual Estimates and Accounts. 
6. Establishment of Office in each State and Federal Capital Territory. 
7 .  Committees of the Commission. 

PART 11-STAFF OF THE CoMMISSION 

8. Secretary and other Staff of the Commission. 

P.ART Ill-NATIONAL REGISTER OF V oTERS AND VoTERs' REGISTRATION 

9. National Register of Voters and Voters' Registration. 
10. Continuous Registration. 
ll. Appo intment of Officers. 

12. Qualification for Registration. 
I 3.  Transfer of Registered Voters. 

14. Demand for Inrormation regarding Registration. 

15. Powers to Print and issue Voters Register. 
16. Powers to Print and issue Voters' Card. 
17. 
18. 
Jl). 
20. 
21. 
22. 
')" �.). 

24. 

Custody of Voters' Register. 

Powers to issue Duplicate Voters' Cards. 
Display of the Copies of the Voters' List. 
Time for Puhlication of Supplementary Voters' Register. 

Revision O!Ticcr for hearing of claims, etc. 

Proprietary rights in the Voters' Card. 

Offences of Buying or Selling Voters' Cards. 
Offences relating to Registration of Voters. 

PART IV -PROCED U R E AT ELECTION 

25. Days of Election. 

26. Postpone ment of Election. 
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68. 

69. 
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7l. 

Announcement of Election Results. 
Oath of Ne utrality by Election Officers. 
A ppointmcnt of other Officers for the conduct of registration of Voters and 

elections. 
Notice of Election. 
Submission of list or candidates and their affidavits hy Political Parties. 

Prohibition or doulfk \!omination. 

Political Partic� ( � .tnging Candidates. 
Publication of Nomination. 

Withdrawal of Candidate. 

Death of a Candidate. 
Invalidity of Multiple Nomination. 

Failure of Nomination. 
Contested Election. 

When Poll is required . 
Uncontested Election. 

Establishment of Polling Units. 

Ballot Boxes. 

Format or Ballot Papers. 

Polling Agents. 
N oticc of Poll. 

Hour of Polls. 

Display of Ballot Boxes. 
Issue of Ballot Papers. 

Right to Challenge issue of Ballot Paper. 

Separate queues for Men and Women. 

Conduct of Poll by Open Secret Ballot. 

Over-voting. 

Ballot not to be marked by voter for identification. 

Accidental Destruction or Marking of Ballot Papers. 

Blind and incapacitated Voters. 

Personal Attendance. 

Voting at appropriate Polling Unit. 

I mpersonation by Applicant for Ballot Paper. 

Tendered Ballot Paper. 

Conduct at Polling Units. 

Closing of Poll. 

Counting of Votes and Forms. 

Recount. 

Post-election Procedure and Collation of Election Results. 

Rejection of Ballot Paper without Official Mark. 

Endorsement on rejected Ballot Paper without Official Mark. 

Decision of Returning Officer on ballot paper. 

Declaration of Result. 

Equality of Votes. 

Posting of Results. 



72. Custody of Documents. 

73. Step-by-Step Recording of Poll. 

74. Result Forms to be Signed and Countersigned. 

75. Certificate of Return. 

7f.. Forms for use at Election. 

77. Access to Election Documents. 

78. 

79. 

80. 

8!. 

82. 

83. 

85. 
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87. 

88. 

89. 
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91. 
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93. 

94. 
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96. 

97. 

98. 

99. 

100. 
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PART V�PouTICAL PARTIES 

Powers of the Commission to Register Political Parties. 

Decision of the Commission subject to .Judicial Review. 

Political Parties to be bodies Corporate. 

Contravention of Section 227 of the 1999 Constitution. 

Symbols of Political Parties. 

Allocation of Symbols. 

Merger of Political Parties. 

Notice of Convention, Congress, etc. 

Monitoring of Political Parties. 

Nomination of candidates by parties. 

Offences in relation to Finances of a Political Party. 

Period to be covered by Annual Statement. 

Power to limit Contribution to a Political Party. 

Limitation on election expenses. 

Election expenses of Political Parties. 

Disclosure by Political Parties. 

Conduct at Political Rallies and Processions, etc. 

Prohibition of certain conduct, etc. at Political Campaigns. 
Prohibition of use of Force or Violence during Pol i t ical Campaign. 
Effect on Elected Officer where Political Party ceases to exist. 

Existing Political Parties. 

Limitation on Pol i t ical Broadcast and Campaign by Pol i tical Parties. 
Campaign for Election. 
Proh i bi tion of Brqadcast, etc. 24 hours preceding or on Pol l ing Day. 
Campaign based on Rel igion, Tribe, etc. 

PART Vl�PRocEDURE FOR ELECTION To AREA CouNCIL 

103. Power of the Commission. 
104. Election to Offices of Chairman, V ice-Chairman and Counci l l ors. 
105. Division of Area Counci l  into registration area. 
I 06. Qual ification. 
107. Disqual i fication. 
I 08. Date of Area Council Elections and method of voting. 
1 09 .  Procedure for A rea Counci l  Elections. 
1 1 0. Procedure for Nomination, etc. 
Ill. Election of A rea Council Chairman. 
112 .  Death o f  Chairman before Oath of Office. 
1 1 3. Dissolution of A rea Counci l .  
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114. Vacation of seat o f  Members. 
115. Removal of Chairman or Vice-Chairman. 
1 16. Reca l l .  

PA RT VII-ELECTORAL OFFENCES 

117. Offences in relation to Registration ,  etc. 
118. Offences in respect of Nomination, etc. 
119. Disorderly bchavior at Pol itical Meetings. 
120. Improper use of Voters' Cards. 
121. I m proper use of Vehicles. 
122. Impersonation and Voting when not qualified. 
123. Dereliction of Duty. 
1 24. Bribery and Conspiracy. 

125. Requirement of Secrecy in Voting. 
126. Wrongful Voting and False Statements. 
127. Voting by Unregistered Person. 
128. Disorderly conduct at Elections. 
129. Offences on E lection Day. 
130. Undue infl uence. 
131. Threatening. 
132. Offences relating to Recal l .  

PART VIII-DETERMINATION OF ELECTION PETITIONS ARISING FROM ELECTIONS 

133. Proceedings to Question an Election. 
134. Time for presenting E lection Petition. 
135. Establishment of Area Council Election Tribunal. 
136. Establishment of Area Council E lection A ppeal Tribunal .  
137. Persons entitled to present E lection Petitions. 
138. Grounds of Petition. 
139. Certain defects not to invalidate E lection. 
140. Nul l ification of Election by Tribunal or Court. 
J 41. Effect of non participat ion in an E lection .  
142. Accelerated hearing of Election Petitions. 
143. Person e lected to remain in Office pending determination of Appeal . 
144. Legal representation of Commission, etc. 
!45. Rul es of procedure for Election Petition. 

PA RT IX-MISCELLA NEOUS 

146. Persons disqualified from acting as e lection officers. 
147. Election expenses by the Commission. 
148. Secrecy of bal l ot .  
I 49. Prosecution of offence disc losed in Election Petition .  
!50. Triai of offences. 

151. Inspection of documents. 
152. Delegation of powers of the Commission. 
J 53. R egulations. 
154. Civic education by the Commission. 



155. Validation. 
156. Interpretation. 
!57. Repeal or Electoral Act 2006 and I NEC Act, Cap. 15, LFN , 2004. 

!5�. Citation. 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

SECOND SCHE DULE 

THIRD SCHE DULE 
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ELECTORAL ACT, 2010 

2010 ACT No. 6 

AN AcT TO REPEAL THE ELECTORAL AcT No. 2, 2006 AND INDEPENDENT NATIONAL 

ELECTOR�L CoM M IS S I ON AcT, CAP. 15, LAws Of' THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA, 2004 

ANO ENACTS THE ELECTORAL ACT, 2010 TO REGULATE THE CONDUCT OF FEDERAL, 

STATE AND AREA CouNCIL ELECTIONS ; AND FciR RE LATE D MATTERS 

A 1109 

!20th Day of August, 2010] Commence­

ment. 

ENACTED by the Nat ional Assembly of the Federal Republ ic of N i geria-

PART I-E STABLISHMENT AND FuNCTIONS, ETC., Of' 

INDEI'ENDENT NATIONAL ELECTORAL CoMMISSION 

1. The Independent N ational Electoral Commission as established by S.l53 
of the Constitution-

(a) shal l be a body corporate wi th perpetual succession ; and 
(b) may sue or be s ued in its corporate name. 

2. In addition to the functions conferred on i t  by the Constitution, the 
Commission shall have power to-

(a) conduct voier and c iv ic  education ; 
(b) promote knowledge of sound democratic election processes; and 
(c) conduct any referendum required to be conducted purs uant to the 

provision of the i999 Constitution or any other l aw or Act of the National 
Assembly. 

The 

Independent 
National 

Electoral 

Commission. 

Functions 
of the 
Commission. 

3.-( 1) There shal l be established for the Commission a fund to be known Establishment 

as Independent National Electoral Commiss ion Fund. of the 

(2) There shall be paid into the Fund establ i shed in pursuance to subsection 
( l) of this  Section-

(n) such sums anti payments avai l able to the Commission for carry ing out 
i ts functions and purposes under the Const itution and this Act and all other 
assets from time to t ime accru ing to the Commission ; 

(b) s uch sums as may, from t ime to t ime, be credited to the Fund by way of 
interest from investments made from the Fund ; and 

( c) aids, grants that may, from time to t i me accrue to the Commiss ion in 
order to carry out i ts functions. 

Independent 

National 

Electoral 

Commissipn 

Fund. 
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(3) Disbursements from the Fund shall be made in accordance with rules 
set out by the Commission. 

4.-( I )  The Commission may, from time to time, apply the proceeds of the 
Fund cstabl ished under section 3(1) of this Act to-

( a) defray the cost of administration of the Commission ; 
(b) reimburse members or members of any Committee set up by the 

Commission for such expenses as may be expressly authorized by the 
Commission in accordance with the rates approved by it ; 

(c) the payment of the salaries, fees or other remuneration or allowances 
and pensions, superannuation allowance and gratuities payable to the officers 
and servants of the Commission, so however that ; 

(d) the maintenance of any property vested in the Commission ; and 
(c) and in connection with all or any of its functions under this Act. 

(2) No payment of any kind under subsection (l )(c) of this section (except 
payment as may be expressly authorized) shall be made to any person who is in 
receipt of emoluments from the Government of the Federation or the Government 
of a State. 

5.-( l) The Commission shall submit to the Ministry of Finance not later 
than 31st August in each financial year an estimate of its expenditure and income 
(including payments to the Independent National Electoral Commission) during 
the next succeeding financial year. 

(2) The Commission shall keep proper accounts and records in respect of 
each financial year and shall cause its accounts to be audited as soon as possible 
after the end of each financial year by the Auditor-General of the Federation. 

6.-( 1 l There shall be established in each State of the Federation and Federal 
Ctpital Territory, an office of the Commission which shall perform such functions 
ac; may be assigned to it, from time to time, by the Commission. 

(2) A person appointed to the office of a Resident Electoral Commissioner 
shall-

(a) be answerabie to the Commission ; and 
(b) hold office for a period of five years. 

(3) The Resident Electoral Commissioner appointed pursuant to the 
Constitution may only be removed by the President, acting on an address supported 
by two-thirds majority of the Senate praying that he be so removed for inability 
to discharge the functions of the office (whether arising from infirmity of mind or 
body or any other cause) or for misconduct. 

7. The Commission may appoint one or more committees to carry out any 
of its functions under this Act. 
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PART Il-STAFF oF THE CoMMISSION 

8.-( I )  There sha l l  be a Secretary to the Commission who shall­

(lt) he appointed by the Commission; and 

(b) have such qual iricati ons and ex perience to be determined b y  the 
Commission as arc appropriate for a person required to perform the functions 
of his office under this Act. 

(2) Subject to the general direction of the Com mission, the Secretary 
shall be-

(a) responsible for keeping of proper records of the proceedings of the 
Commiss ion ; 

(b)  the head of the Commission's secretariat and be responsible for its 
administration ; and 

(c) responsib le  for the di rection and control of a l l  other employees of the 
Commission w ith the approval of the Commission. 

(3) The Commission shall have power to appoint, dismiss and exercise 
discipl inary control over its staff as may be prescribed by this Act or any other 
enactment or law. 

A llll 

Secretary and 

other Staff 

of the 

Commission. 

(4) A l l  employees of the Commission appointed under subsection ( 3 )  of No.2of2004. 

thi s section, excluding persons appointed on a temporary basis for an honorarium, 
sha l l  have the same right and obl igation as provided for in the Pension Reform 
A cl. 

PART I l l -N ATIONA L REGISTER OF VOTERS A ND VOTERS' REGISTRATION 

9.-( I) The Commission shall  compile, maintain and update, on a continuous 
basis, a National Register of Voters, in th is  Act referred to as the ("Register of 
Voters") which sha l l  include the names of all persons entit led to vote in any 
Federal ,  S.tate or Local Government or A rea Counci l elections. 

(2)  The Commission shal l  maintain as part of the National Register of Voters, 
a register of voters for each State of the Federation and for the Federal Capital 
Territory. 

( 3 )  The Commission shal l  maintain as part of the N ational Register of 
Voters for each state and Federal Capital Territory a Register of Voters for each 
Local Government or Area Council within the State and the Federal Capi ta l  
Territory. 

(4) The regi ster of v oters shal l  contain, in respect of every person, the 
particulars requi red in the Form prescribed by the Commission. 

(5) The registration of voters, updating and revision of the register of voters 
under this  section shal l stop not later than 60 days before any election covered by 
th is Act. 

National 

Register of 

Voters and 
Voters· 

Registration. 
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(6) The registration of voters shall be at the registration centers designated 
for that purpose by the Con:mission and notified to the public. 

10.-(l) Without prejudice to section 10 (5), there shall be continuous 
registration of all persons qualified to be registered voters. 

(2) Each applicant for registration under the continuous registration system 
shall appear in person at the registration venue with any of the following 
documents-

(a) birth or baptismal certificate ; 
(b) national passport, identity card or driver's licence ; or 
(c) any other document that will prove the identity, age and nationality of 

the applicant. 

(3) The Commission shall, within 60 days after each year, make available 
to every political party the names and address of each person registered during 
that year. 

( 4) When a gene;·al election is notified by the Commission pursuant to section 
31 of this Act, the current official register of voters certified by the Commission 
in accordance with the provision of this Act shall be the official voters' register 
for those elections. 

(5) Ir1 the case of every by-election conducted under this Act, the official 
voters· register for use at such elections shall be the existing current register 
relating to the senatorial district or the constituency concerned. 

(6) As soon as claims and objections have been dealt with or the period for 
making claims and objections has expired, the supplementary list shall be included 
in the revised register, which shall be certified by the Commission as the official 
register of voters for the purposes of any election conducted under this Act and 
superccdes all previous registers. 

H.-( I) For the purpose of maintaining and updating the Voters' Register, 
the Commission shall appoint such registration, revision or update officers as it 
may require, provided that such officers shall not be members of any political 
party. 

(2) Any person may raise an objection against any officer during the 
registration or updating exercise provided that failure to raise such objection 
shall not vitiate the register. 

(3) The officers appointed under subsection ( 1) of this section shall exercise 
such functions and duties as may be specified by the Commission, in accordance 
with the provisions of this Act, and shall not be subject to the direction or control 
of any person or authority other than the Commission in the performance of their 
functions and duties. 
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12.-( I )  A person shall be qualified to be registered as a voter if such a 
person-

( a) is a citizen of Nigeria; 
(b) has attained the age of 18 years; 
(c) is ordinarily resident, works in, originates from the Local Government 

Area Council or Ward covered by the registration centre; 
(d) presents himself to the registration officers of the Commission for 

registration as a voter ; and 
(e) is not subject to any legal incapacity to vote under any law, rule or 

regulation in force in Nigeria. 

(2) A person shall not register in more than one registration centre or register 
more than once in the same registration centre. 

(3) A person who contravenes the provisions of subsection (2) of this section 
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding NI 00,000.00 
or imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year or both. 

13.-( 1) A person who before the election is resident in a constit.uency other 
than the one in which he was registered may apply to the Resident Electoral 
Commissioner of the State where he is currently resident for his name to be entered 
on the transferred voters' list for the constituency. 

(2) An application under subsection (1) of this section shall be accompanied 
by the applicant's voter's card and shall be made not less than 30 days before the 
date of an election in the constituency where the applicant is resident. 

(3) The Resident Electoral Commissioner to whom an application is made 
under the provision of this section shall cause to be entered the applicant's name 
in the transferred voters' list if he is satisfied that the applicant is resident in a 
polling area in the constituency and is registered in another constituency. 

( 4) Whenever an Electoral Officer on the direction of the Resident Electoral 
Commissioner enters the name of any person on the transferred voters' list for his 
constituency he shall-

(a) assign that person to a polling unit or a polling area in his Constituency 
and indicate in the list the polling unit to which that person is assigned; 

(b) issue the person with a new voters' card and retrieve his previous voter's 
card; and 

(c) send a copy of the entry to the Electoral Officer of the constituency 
where the person whose name has been so entered was originally registered 
and upon receipt of this entry, that Electoral Officer shall delete the name 

. from his voters' list. 

Alll3 
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Registration. 

Transfer of 
Registered 
Voters. 
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14. In the performance of h is  or her duties under this Act, a registration 
officer and an update officer shall-

(a) demand from any appl icant the information necessary to enable him to 
ascertain whether the app l icant is qual ified to be registered as a voter in 
accordance with the provisions of this Act ; and 

(b) requ i re any voter or appl icant to complete an appl ication form for the 
purpose of the registration; however, in the case of an i l l i terate or d isabled 
person such app l ication form may be completed by the registration officer on 
the app l icant's request. 

15. The·Commission shal l  cause a voters' register for each State to be printed 
and any person or pol it ical party may obtain from the Commission, on payment 
of such charges, a certified copy of any voters' register for the State or for a 
Local Government or A rea Counci l  or reg istration area w i th in i t .  

16.-( I )  The Commission sha l l  design, cause to be printed and control the 
issuance of voters' cards to voters whose names appear in  the register. 

(2) No voter shal l hold more than one val id  v oters' card. 

(3) Any person who contravenes subsect ion (2) of th is  section commits an 
offence and is l i able on convict ion, to a fine not exceeding N IOO,OOO.OO or 
imprisonment not exceeding one year or both. 

( 4) The Commission may, whenever it considers it necessary, replace all or 
any voters' cards for the time being held by voters. 

17. Each Electoral Officer shal l take custody of the voters register for h is 
Local Government Area under the general supervisi on of the Resident E lectoral 
Commissioner. 

18.-( I) Whenever a Voter's card i s  l ost, destroyed, defaced, torn or 
otherwise damaged, the owner of such card shal l ,  not less than th irty (30) days 
before pol l ing day, apply in person to the Electoral Officer or any other officer 
duly authorized for that purpose by the Resident Electoral Commissioner, stating 
the circumstances of the loss, destruction, defacement or damage. 

(2) If the E lectoral Officer or any other officer is satisfied as to the 
c i rcumstances of the l oss, destruction, defacement or damage of the Voters' card, 
he shal l  issue to the voter another copy of the voters' original voters' card w i th 
the word "DUPLICATE" clearly marked or printed on i t ,  showing the date of 
ISSUe. 

(3) No person shal l issue a dup l icate voters' card to any voter on pol l ing 
clay or less than th irty (30) days before pol l ing day. 

( 4) Any person who contravenes subsection (3) of this section commi ts an 
orrence and is l iable on conv ict ion, to a fine not exceeding N200,000.00 or 
imprisonment not exceeding two years or both . 
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19.�( l) Subject to the provisions of section 16(1) of this Act, the Commission 
shall, by notice, appoint a period of not less than 5 days and not exceeding 14 days, 
during which a copy of the voters' register for each Local Government, Area Council 
or ward shall be displayed for public scrutiny and during which period any objection 
or complaint in relation to the names omitted or included in the voters' register or in 
relation to any necessary correction, shall be raised or filed. 

(2) During the period of the display of the Voters' list under this Act, any 
person may� 

(a) raise an objection on the form prescribed by the Commission against 
the inclusion in the supplementary Voters' register of the name of a person on 
grounds that the person is not qualified to be registered as a voter in the State, 
Local Government or Area Council, Ward or Registration Area or that the 
name of a deceased person is included in the register ; or 

(b) make a claim on the form prescribed by the Commission that the name 
of a person registered to vote has been omitted. 

(3) Any objection or claim under subsection (2) of this section shall be 
addressed to the Resident Electoral Commissioner through the Electoral Officer 
in charge of the Local Government or Area Council. 

20. The supplementary voters' list shall be integrated with the voters' register 
and published not later than 30 days before a general election. 

21.�( I) The Commission may appoint as a Revision Officer any person to 
hear and determine claims for and objection to any entry in or omission from the 
preliminary list of voters and may appoint such number of other persons as it 
deems necessary to assist the Revision Officer. 

(2) Any person dissatisfied with the determination by a revision officer or 
person or persons assisting a revision officer of his claims or objection as 
mentioned in subsection (I) of this section, shall within seven days, appeal against 
the decision to the Resident Electoral Commissioner in charge of that State whose 
decision shall be final. 

22. The proprietary rights in any voters' card issued to any voter shall vest 
in the Commission. 

23.�(1) Any person who� 

(a) is in unlawful possession of any voter's card whether issued in the name 
of any voter or not ; 

(b) sells or attempts to sell or offers to sell any voter's card whether issued 
in the name of any voter or not; or 

(c) buys or offers to buy any voters' card whether on his own behalf or on 
behalf of any other person, commits an offence and shall be liable, on conviction, 

A1115 
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to a fine not exceeding N500,000.00 or imprisonment not exceeding two years or 
both. 

24.-( I) Any person who-

( a) makes a false statement in any application for registration as a voter 
knowing it to be false ; 

(b) after demand or requisition made of him under this Act without just 
cause, fai I s  to give any such information as he or she possesses or does not 
give the information within the time specified; 

(c) in the name of any other person, whether living, dead or fictitious, signs 
an application form for registration as a voter to have that other person 
registered as a voter ; 

(d) transmits or is involved in transmitting to any person as genuine a 
declaration relating to registration which is false in any material particular, 
knowing it to be false ; · 

(e) by himself or any other person procures the registration of himself or 
any other person on a voters' register for a State, knowing that he or that other 
person is ·not entitled to be registered on that voters' register or is already 
registered on it or on another voters' register; 

(f) by himself or any other person procures the registration of a fictitious 
person ; 

commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding NI 00,000.00 
or imprisonment not exceeding one year or both. 

(2) Any person who� 

(a) by duress, including threats of any kind causes or induces any person or 
persons generally to refrain from registering as a voter or voters ; or 

(b) in any way hinders another person from registering as a voter ; 
commits an offence and is liable on conviction, to a fine not exceeding 
N500,000.00 or imprisonment not exceeding 5 years. 

pART IV -PROCEDURE AT ELECTION 

25.-( I) El<>tions into the C:ffices of the President and Vice-President, the 
Governor and Deputy Gove�norof a State, and to the Membership of the Senate, 
the House of Representatives and the House of Assembly of each State of the 
Federation shall be held in the following order-

(a) Senate and House of Representatives ; 
(b) Presidential election ; and 
(c) State House of Assembly and Governorship elections. 

(2) Elections into the offices of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman and 
membership of an Area Council shall be held on the dates to be appointed by the 
Independent National Electoral Commission. 
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26.-( I )  Where a date has been appointed for the holding of an election, and Postponement 

there is reason to hclieve that a serious breach of the peace is likely to occur if the of Election. 

election is proceeded with on that date or it is impossible to conduct the elections as 
a result of natural disasters or other emergencies. the Commission may postpone the 
election and shall in respect of the area, or areas concerned, appoint another date for 
the holding of the postponed election, provided that such reason for the postponement 
is cogent and verifiahle. 

(2) W here an election is postponed under this Act, on or after the last date 
for the delivery of nomination papers, and a poll has to be taken between the 

candidates nominated, the Electoral Officer shall, on a new date being appointed 
for the election, proceed as i r the date appointed were the date for the taking of 
the poll between the candidates. 

(3) W here the Commission appoints a substituted date in accordance with 
subsections ( I )  and (2) of this section, there shall be no return for the election 
until polling has taken place in the area or areas affected. 

(4) Notwithstanding the provision of subsection (3) of this section, the 
Commission may, if satisfied that the result of the election will not be affected by 
voting in the area or areas in respect of which substituted dates have been 
appointed, direct that a return of the election be made. 

(5) The decision of the Commission under subsection (4) may be challenged 
by any of the contestants at a court or tribunal of competent jurisdiction and on 
such challenge, the decision shall be suspended until the matter is determined. 

27.-( 1 )  The Results of all the elections shall be announced by­

( a) the Presiding Officer at the Polling unit; 

(b) the Ward Collation Officer at the Ward Collation Centre; 

(c) the Local Government or Area Council Collation Officer at the Local 
Government/Area Council Collation Centre; 

(d) the State Collation Officer at the State Collation Centre ; and 

(2) The Returning Officer shall announce the result and declare the winner 

of the election at-

( a) Ward Collation Centre in the case of Councillorship election in the 
Federal Capital Territory ; 

(h) Area Council Collation Centre in the case of Chairmanship and Vice­
Chairmanship election in the Federal Capital Territory ; 

(c) State Constituency Collation Centre in the case of State House of 

Assembly election ; 

(d) Federal Constituency Collation Centre in the case of election to the 
House of Representatives ; 

(e) Senatorial District Collation Centre in the case of election to the Senate; 
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(/) State Collation Centre in the case of election of a Governor of a State ; 
(g) National Collation Centre in the case of election of the President; and 
(h) the Chief Electoral Commissioner who shall be the Returning Officer at 

the Presidential election. 

28.-( I )  All staff appointed by the Commission taking part in the conduct 
of an election shall affirm or swear before the High Court an Oath of Neutrality 
as in the Second Schedule to this Act. 

(2) All Electoral officers, Presiding Officers, Returning Officers and all 
staff appointed by the Commission taking part in the conduct of an election shall 
affirm or swear to an Oath of Loyalty and Neutrality indicating that they would 
not accept bribe or gratification from any person, and shall perform their functions 
and duties impartially and in the interest of the Federal Republic of Nigeria without 
fear or favour. 

29.-( 1) The Commission shall, for the purposes of an election or registration 
of voters under this Act, appoint and designate such officers as may be required 
provided that no person who is a member of a political party or who has openly 
expressed support for any candidate shall be so appointed. 

(2) The Officers appointed under sub-section (l) of this section shall exercise 
such functions and duties as may be specified by the Commission, in accordance 
with the provisions of this Act, and shall not be subject to the direction or control of 
any person or authority other than the Commission in the performance of their functions 
and duties. 

30.-(l) The Commission shall, not later than 90 days before the day 
appointed for holding of an election under this Act, publish a notice in each State 
of the Federation and the Federal Capital Territory-

( a) stating the date of the election ; and 
(b) appointing the place at which nomination papers are to be delivered. 

( 2) The notice shall be published in each constituency in respect of which 
an election is to be held. 

(3) In the case of a by-election, the Commission shall, not later than 14 
days before the date appointed for the election, publish a notice stating the date 
of the election. 

31.-( I )  Every political party shall not later than 60 days before the date 
appointed for a general election under the provisions of this Act, submit to the 
Commission in the prescribed forms the list of the candidates the party proposes 
to sponsor at the elections. 

(2) The list or information submitted by each candidate shall be accompanied 
by an Affidavit sworn to by the candidate at the High Court of a State, indicating 
that he has fulfilled all the constitutional requirements for election into that office. 
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(3) The Commission shall, within 7 days of the receipt of the personal 
particulars of the candidate, publish same in the constituency where the candidate 
intends to contest the election. 

(4) A person may apply to the Commission for a copy of nomination form, 
affidavit and any other document submitted by a candidate at an election and the 
Commission shalL upon payment of a prescribed fee, issue such person with a 
certified copy of the documents within 14 days. 

(5) A person who has reasonable grounds to believe that any information 
gi vcn by a candidate in the affidavit or any document submitted by that candidate 
is false may file a suit at the High Court of a State or Federal High Court against 
such person seeking a declaration that the information contained in the affidavit 
is false. 

(6) If the Court determines that any of the information contained in the 
affidavit or any document submitted by that candidate is false, the Court shall 
issue an order disqualifying the candidate from contesting the election. 

(7) A candidate for an election shall, at the time of submitting the prescribed 
form, furnish the Commission with an identifiable address in the State where he 
intends to contest the election at which address all documents and court processes 
from either the Commission or any other person shall be served on him. 

(8) A political party which presents to the Commission the name of a 
candidate who does not meet the qualifications stipulated in this section, commits 
an offence and is liable on conviction to a maximum fine of N500,000.00. 

32.-( I) A candidate for an election shall be nominated in writing by such 
number of persons whose names appear on the register of voters in the constituency 
as the Commission may prescribe. 

(2) A person shall not nominate more than one person for an election to the 
same office. 

(3) A person who contravenes subsection (2) of this section commits an 
offence and is liable on conviction to a maximum fine of NlOO,OOO.OO or 
imprisonment for 3 months or both but his action shall not invalidate the 
nomination. 

(4) An account shall not be taken ofthe signature of a person on a nomination 
paper where the candidate had died, withdrawn or the nomination paper was held 
invalid. 

(5) A person who has subscribed as a nominator shall not, so long as the 
candidate stands nominated withdraws his nomination. 

33. A political party shall not be allowed to change or substitute its candidate 
whose name has been submitted pursuant to section 32 of this Act, except in the 
case of death or withdrawal by the candidate. 
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34. The Commission shall, at least 30 days before the day of the election 
publish by displaying or causing to be displayed at the relevant office or offices 
of the Commission and on the Commission's web site, a statement of the full 
names and addresses of all candidates standing nominated. 

35. A candidate may withdraw his candidature by notice in writing signed 
hy him and delivered by himself to the political party that nominated him for the 
election and the political party shall convey such withdrawal to the Commission 
not later than 45 clays to the election. 

36.-( I) If after the time for the delivery of nomination paper and before 
the commencement of the poll, a nominated candidate dies, the Chief National 
Electoral Commissioner or the Resident Electoral Commissioner shall, being 
satisfied of  the fact of the death, countermand the poll in which the deceased 
candidate was to participate and the Commission shall appoint some other 
convenient date for the election within 14 days. 

(2) The list of voters to be used at a postponed election shall be the official 
voters register, which was to be used if the election had not been postponed. 

37. Where a candidate knowingly allows himself to be nominated by 
more than one political party or in more than one constituency his nomination 
shall be void. 

38. Where at the close of nomination there is no candidate validly 
nominated, the Commission shall extend the time for nomination and fix a new 
date for the election. 

39. Subject to any other provisions of this Act, if after the latest time for 
the delivery of nomination papers and the withdrawal of candidates for an election 
under this Act, more than one person remains validly nominated, a poll shall be 
taken. 

40. A poll shall take place in accordance with the provisions of this Act in 
the case of an election to-

( a) the office of President or Governor of a State, whether or not only one 
person is validly nominated in respect of such office ; and 

(b) any other office, if after the expiry of the time for delivery of nomination 
papers there is more than one person standing nominated. 

41.-( l) If after the expiration of time for delivery of nomination papers, 
withdrawal of candidates and the extension of time as provided for in this A<:t there 
is only one person whose name is validly nominated in respect of an election, other 
than to the office of the President or Governor, that person shall be declared elected. 

(2) Where a person is declared elected under the provision of subsection 
( l) of this section, a declaration of Result Form as may be prescribed shall be 
completed and a copy issued to the person by the Returning Officer while the 
original of the form shall be returned to the Commission as in the case of a 
contested election. 
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42. The Commission shall establish sufficient number of polling units in 
each registration area and shall allot voters to such polling units. 

43. -- -(I ) The Commission shall provide suitable boxes for the conduct of 
elections. 

(2) The rorms to be used for the conduct of elections to the offices mentioned 
in this Act and election petitions arising there from shall be determined by the 
Commission. 

(3) The Polling Agents shall be entitled to be present at the distribution of 
the election materials from the office to the polling booth. 

(4) A Polling A.gent shall be entitled to be present at the distribution of 
election materials. voting, counting and the collation of election results. 

(5) The Commission shall, before the commencement of voting in each 
election, provide all election materials for the conduct of such election at the 
polling unit. 

44.-(1) The Commission shall prescribe the format of the ballot papers 
which shall include the symbol adopted by the political party of the candidate 
and such other information as it may require. 

(2) The ballot papers shall be bound in booklets and numbered serially 
with differentiating colours for each office being contested. 

45.--(1) Each political party may by notice in writing addressed to the 
Electoral Officer of the Local Government or Area Council, appoint a polling 
agent for each polling unit and collation centre in the Local Government or Area 
Council for which it has a candidate and the notice shall set out the name and 
address of the polling agent and be given to the Electoral Officer at l east 7 days 
before the date fixed for the election-

PROVIDED that no person presently serving as Chairman or member of a 
Local Government or Area Council, Commissioner of a State, Deputy Governor, 
or Governor of a State, Minister or any other person holding political office under 
any tier of Government and who has not resigned his appointment at least 3 months 
before the election shall serve as a poll ing agent of any political party, either at 
the polling unit or at any centre designated for collation of results of an election. 

(2) Notwithstanding the requirement of subsection (1) of this section, a 
candidate shall not be precluded from doing any act or thing which he has 
appointed a poll ing agent to do on his behalf under this Act. 

(3) Where in this Act, an act or thing is required or authorized to be done by 
or in the presence of a polling agent, the non-attendance of the polling agent at 
the time and place appointed for the act or thing or refusal by the Polling Agent 
to do the act or thing shall not, if the act or thing is otherwise done properly, 
invalidate the act or thing. 
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46.-( I )The Commission shal l ,  not later than 1 4  days before the day of the 
election, cause to be published, in such manner as it may deem fit, a notice 
specifying-

(a) the day and hours fixed for the pol l  ; 
(h) the persons entitled to vote ; and 
(c) the location of the pol ling units. 

47. Voting in any particular election l.mder this Act shal l  take place on the 
same day and time throughout the Federation. 

48.-( I )  At the hour fixed for opening of the pol l, before the commencement of 
voting, the Presiding Officer shall open the empty ballot box and show same to such 
persons as may lawful ly be present at the Polling unit and shall then close and seal the 
box in such manner as to prevent its being opened by an unauthorized person. 

(2 ) The bal lot box shal l be placed in ful l  view of a l l  present and be so 
maintained until the close of pol l. 

Issue of 49.-( I )  A person intending to vote with his voter's card, shal l  present 
ballot papers. himself  to a Presiding Officer at the pol ling unit in the constituency in which his 

name is registered with his voter's card. 
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(2 ) The Presiding Officer shal l ,  on being satisfied that the name of the person 
is on the register of voters, issue him a bal lot paper and indicate on the Register 
that the person has voted. 

50. A candidate or a pol ling agent may chal lenge the right of a person to 
receive a bal lot paper on such grounds and in accordance with such procedures 
as are provided for in this Act. 

5 1 .  The Presiding Officer shal l separate the queue between men and women 
if in that area of the country the cul ture is such that it does not permit the mingl ing 
of men and women in the same queue. 

52.-( I) Voting at an election under this A ct shal l be by open secret bal lot. 

(2) The use of e lectronic voting machine for the time being is prohibited. 

(3) A voter on receiving a bal lot paper shall mark it in the manne1' prescribed 
by the Commission. 

(4) Al l bal lots at an election under this Act at any poll ing station shal l be 
deposited in the bal lot box in the open view of the public. 

53.-( l )  No voter shal l  vote for more than one candidate or record more 
than one vote in favour of any candidate at any one election. 

( 2) Where the votes cast at an election in any polling unit exceed the number 
of registered voters in that pol l ing unit, the resul t  of the election for that pol ling 
unit sha l l  be declared void by the Commission and another election may be 
conducted at a date to be fixed by the Commission where the resul t  at that pol l ing 
unit may affect the overal l resul t  in the Constituency. 
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(3)  Where an election is nullified in accordance with subsection (2) of this 
section, there shal l  be no return for the election until another poll has taken place 
in the affected area. 

( 4) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (2) and (3) of this section 
the Commission may, if satisfied that the result of the election will not substantially 
be affected by voting in the area where the election is cancelled, direct that a 
return of the election be made. 

54.-( I )  Where a voter makes any writing or mark on a ballot paper by 
which he may be identified, such ballot paper shal l  be  rejected provided that any 
print resulting from the staining of the thumb of the voter in the voting compartment 
shal l not be deemed to be a mark of identification under this section. 

(2) The Commission shall use indelible ink for any thumb mark by voters 
on bal lot papers. Bal l ot n ot to be marked by voter for identification. 

55. A voter who by accident deals with his ballot paper in such a manner 
that it may not be conveniently used for voting, may deliver it to the Presiding 
Officer and if the Presiding Officer is satisfied that the ballot paper is spoilt he 
shal l  issue another bal lot  paper to the voter in place of the ballot paper delivered 
up, and the spoilt ballot paper shall be immediately marked cancelled by the 
Presiding Officer. 

56.-( l) A voter who is b l ind or is otherwise unable to distinguish symbols 
or who suffers from any other physical disability may be accompanied in to the 
polli ng un it  by a person chosen by him and that person shall, after informing the 
Presiding Officer of the disability, be permitted to accompany the voter into the 
voting compartment and assist the voter to make his mark in accordance with the 
procedure prescribed by the Commission. 

(2) The Commission may take reasonable steps to ensure that voters with 
disabilities are assisted at the polling place by the provision of suitable means of 
communication , such as Braille, Large embossed print or electronic devices or 
sign language interpretation,  or off-site voting in appropriate cases. 

57. No voter shal l  record his vote otherwise than by personally attending 
at the Pol l ing uni t  and recording his vote in the manner prescribed by the 
Commission. 

58. No person shall be permitted to vote at any polling unit other than the 
one to which he is allotted. 

59.-(1) If at the time a person applies for a ballot paper and before he has 
left the polling unit, a poll i ng agent, polling unit official or security agen t  informs 
the Presiding Officer that he has reasonable .cause to believe that the person is  
under the age of 1 8  years or  has committed the offence of impersonation and gives 
an undertaking on a prescribed form to substantiate the charge in a court of law, the 
Presiding Officer may order a police officer to arrest that person and the l>re�iding 
Officer's order .shall be sufficient authority for the police officer so to act. 
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(2) A person i n  respect of whom a pol li ng  agent, pol l i n g  offic ia l  or security 

agent g i ves an i nformation in accordance with the provision of subsecti on ( I )  of 

this section shal l  not, by reason of the i nformation, be prevented from voting, but 

the Presiding Officer shal l  cause the words "protested against for i mpersonation" 

to be placed against his name in the marked copy of the register of voters or part 

of the register of voters. 

0) W here a person in respect of whom a dec l aration is made under 
subsection (2) of this section, admits to the Presiding Officer that he i s  not the 

person he held h i mself out to be, he shal l n ot be permitted to vote and sha l l  be 

handed over to the Pol ice. 

( 4)  A person arrested under the prov isions of th i s  section shal l be deemed 
to be a person taken i n to custody by a police officer. 

60.-( I )  If a person claiming  to be entitled to vote appl ies for a bal lot 
paper after another person has voted in the name given by the c lai mant he shal l ,  

upon sati sfactory answers given to any question put to h im by a pol l c lerk, be 

entit led to receive a bal l ot paper i n  the same manner as any other voter, but the 

bal l ot paper ( i n  th i s  Act referred to as "the tendered bal lot paper") shal l  be of a 
colour d ifferent  from the ordinary bal l ot papers. 

(2) The Presiding Officer shal l  require the voter to del iver the tendered 

bal l ot paper to h im i nstead of a l lowing i t  to be put i n  the bal l ot box and the 
Presiding Officer shal l endorse on i t  the name of the voter and h i s  n umber in the 

regi ster of voters. 

(3) The bal l ot paper shal l ,  on delivery to the Presiding Officer and in the 

view of all present, be set aside by the Presiding Officer in a packet in tended for 

tendered votes and the tendered bal lot paper shal l  be counted by the Returni ng 

O fficer. 

(4) The Presiding OtTicer sha l l ,  w hen he tenders a bal l ot paper under th is  

section. enter  the name of the voter and his  number i n  the register of voters on the 

l ist to be cal led tendered vote l i st and the tendered vote l i s t  shall be produced i n  

a n y  legal proceedings arising out o f  the e lection . 

Conduct at 61 .-( I) The Presiding Officer shal l  regulate the admiss ion of voters to the 
pol l ing uni ts. pol l i ng unit  and shal l  exc lude a l l  persons other than the candidates, pol l ing agents, 

pol l c lerks and persons lawfu l ly  entitled to be admitted i nc l uding accredited 
observers, and the Pres id ing Officer shal l keep order and comply w i th the 

requirements of this  Act at the pol l i n g  unit .  

(2) The Presiding Officer may order a person to he removed from a pol l ing 

un i t, w ho behaves in a d isorderly mann er or fai l s  to obey a lawful order. 

(3 )  A person removed from a poll i ng  unit under this section shal l  not, wi thout 

the permission of the Presiding Officer, again enter the pol l ing  unit  during the day 
of the election, and if charged with the commission of an offence in  that pol l ing 

unit ,  the person shal l  be deemed to be a person taken into custody by a police 

officer for an offence in respect of which he may be arrested w ithout a warrant. 
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( 4) The provis ions of subsection (3)  of this  section sha l l  not be enforced so 
as to prevent a voter who i s  otherwise ent i t led to vote at a pol l i ng u n i t  from 
having an opportun i ty of so vot ing.  

(5)  In  the absence of the pres iding officer, the Pol l Clerk shal l  enjoy and 
exercise a l l  the powers of the Presiding Officer in  respect of a pol l i ng un i t .  

62.--( I )  A t  the prescri bed hour  for the  c lose of  pol l ,  the  Presiding Officer 
sha l l  declare the poll c losed and no person shal l be admi tted i n to the pol l i ng un i t  
and on ly  those a lready i ns ide the  Pol l i n g  un i t  sha l l  be  a l l owed to vote. 

(2) A fter the dec larat ion of the c lose of pol l s, no voter a lready i nside the 
pol l i ng unit sha l l  he permi tted to remain in the pol l ing  un i t  un less otherw i se 
authorized u n(ier th is  Act. 

63.-·( I )  The Presidin g  Officer shall, after counting the votes at the pol l i ng 
un i t, enter  the votes scored by each candidate in a form to be prescribed by the 
Commission as the case may be. 

(2 ) The form sha l l  be s igned and stamped by the Presiding Officer and 
counter s igned by the cand idates or thei r pol l i ng agents where avai lable at the 
pol l i ng uni t .  

(3)  The Pres id ing Officer sha l l  g ive to the Pol l ing Agents and the pol i ce 
officer where avai lab le  a copy each of the completed forms after i t  has been du ly  
s igned as  prov ided i n  subsection (2)  of th is  section.  

(4) The Pres id ing Officer sha l l  count and announce the resu l t  at the pol l i ng 
unit .  
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: 64. A candidate or poll ing  agent  may, where presen t  at a pol l i ng un i t  when Recount .  

counti ng of votes is  completed by the Presiding Officer, demand to have the votes 
recounted pro v ided that the presiding Officer sha l l  cause the votes to be so 
recounted on ly  once. 

65. After the record ing  of the resu l t  of the election, the Presiding Officer 

sha l l  announce the res u l t  and del i ver same and e lection materia l s  under securi ty 
to such persons as may be prescribed by the Commiss ion.  

66.-( I )  Subject to subsection (2) of this  section,  a ballot paper which does 
not bear the offic ia l  mark sha l l  not be counted. 

(2 ) l f  the Return ing Officer is  sati sfied that a bal l ot paper which does not 

bear the officia l  mark was from a book of bal l ot papers which was furn i shed to 
the Presiding Officer of  the pol l ing un i t  in  which the vote was cast for use at the 
e lection in question, he sha l l ,  notwi thstanding the absence of the offic ia l  mark, 
count that bal lot paper. 

67.-( I )  The Presid i n g  Officer sha l l  endorse the word "rejected" on the 
bal lot paper rejected under section 54( I )  of this Act and for any other reason and 
the ba l lot papers shal l not be counted except otherwi se a l l owed by the Return i ng 

Officer who may ovemde the Presiding Officer. 
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(2)  I f  an objection to the decision of a Presid ing Officer to reject a bal lot 
paper is raised by a candidate or a pol l i ng  agent at the time the decision is made, 
the Presiding Officer shal l add to the word "rejected", the phrase "but objected to". 

(3) The Presiding Officer shal l  prepare a statement on rejected bal lot papers, 
stating the number rejected, the reason for rejection and their serial number, he 
shal l ,  on request, al low a candidate or a pol l i ng agent to copy the statement. 

68.-( I )The decision of the Return ing Officer on any question aris ing from 
or re la t ing to-

(a) unmarked bal lot paper ; 

(h) rejected bal lot paper ; and 

(c) declaration of scores of candidates and the return of a candidate,shal l  
be fi na l  subject to rev iew by a Tribunal or Court i n  an e lection petition 
proceedi ngs under th i s  Act. 

69. I n  an election to the office of the President or Governor, whether or not 
contested and in any contested election to any other e lective office, the result 
shal l  be ascertained by counti ng the votes cast for each candidate and subject to 
the prov is ions of sections 1 33 ,  1 34 and 1 79 of the Consti tution ,  the candidate 
that rece i ves the h i ghest number of votes sha l l  be declared e lected by the 
appropriate Returning Officer. 

70. Where two or more candidates pol l  equal number of votes being the 
h ighest in an.election, the Returning Officer shal l  not return any of the candidates 
and a fresh election shal l be held for the candidates on a date to be appointed by 
the Commission.  

7 1 .  The Conl'lnission shal l  cause to be posted on i ts notice board and website 
a notice showing the candidates at the election and their scores;  and the person 
dec lared as elected or returned at the election. 

72. The Chief Electoral Commissioner or any officer authorized by h im 
shal l keep offic ial custody of  a l l  the documents, i nc lud ing statement of  results 
and bal lot papers rel at ing to the election, which are returned to the Commission 
by the Returning  Officers . 

73. S ubject to the provis ions  of th i s  Act, the Commission shal l i ssue and 
publ i sh ,  i n  the Gazetie, guide li nes for the elections which shal l make provi s ions, 
among other th i ngs, for the step by step recording of the pol l i n  the electoral 
forms as may be prescribed beg inn ing from the pol l ing  unit  to the last col lation 
centre for the ward or consti tuency where the resu l t  of the e lection shal l  be 
declared. 

74. Every Result Form completed at the Ward, Local Government, State 
and National levels i n  accordance w ith the provis ion of th is  Act or any guidel ines 
i ssued by the Commission sha l l  be stamped, s igned and countersigned by the 
relevant officers and poll i ng  agents at those l evels and copies g iven to the police 
officers and the pol l i n g  agents, where avail able.  
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75.- ( I }  A sealed Cert ificate of R�turn at an e lection i n  a prescribed form Certificate or 

shall  be issued within 7 days to every candidate who has won an election under Return. 
this Act-

PRovmED that where the Court of Appeal or the Supreme Court being the 
final appel late court in any election pet i t ion as the case may be nu l l i fies the 
Certificate of Return of any candidate, the Commission sha l l ,  wi th in  4& hours 
after the receipt of the order of such Court, i ssue the successful candi date with a 
val id Cert i ficate of Return. 

(2) Where the Commission refuses or neglects to i ssue a Certificate of 
Return, a certi fied true copy of the order of a court of competent Jurisdiction 
shall, ifJ.mfacto, be sufficient for the purpose of swearing-in a candidate declared 
as the win ner by 1h�1t Court. 

76. The forms to be used for the conduct of elections under th is  Act shall  be Forms for use 

determined by the Commission. at elections. 

· 77.-( I )The Resident Electoral Commissioner, in a State where an e lection Access to 

is conducted, shal l ,  wi th in  7 days after an appl ication is made to h i m  by any of election 

the parties to an e lection petition, cause such documents or the ce11ified true documents. 

copy thereof, to be i ssued to the said party. 

(2) Any Resident Electoral Commissioner who w i l lfu l ly  fai l s  to comply 
with subsection ( I )  of this section commits an offence and is l i able on conviction 
to a maximum fine of N2,000,000.00 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
12  months, or both . Access to e lection documents 

PART V-POLITICAL PARTIES 

78.-( I )  A political association that complies with the provisions of the 
Constitution and th is  Act for the purposes of registration shal l  be registered as a 
poli t ical party. Prov ided that such appl ication for registration as a pol i tical party 
shall be duly submitted to the Commission not later than 6 months before a general 
election . 

· (2) The Commission shal l ,  on receipt of the documents i n  ful fi l l ment of the 
conditions stipulated by the Constitution, i m mediately i ssue the appl icant w i th a 
letter of acknowledgement stating that al l  the necessary documents had been 
submitted to the Commission .  

· ( 3 )  I f  the Association has not fulfi l led al l  the condi tions under th is  section, 
the Commission shall  within 30 days from the receipt of i ts appl ication notify the 
association in writ ing stati ng the reasons for non-registration. 

(4) A pol i t ical assoc i at ion that meets the conditions st ipu lated i n  the 
Constitution and th is  Act shal l  be regis tered by the Comm ission as a pol i tical 
party within 3 0  days from the date of recei pt of the application, and if after the 30 

days such association i s  not registered by the Commission unless the Commission 
informs the association to the contrary i t  shall  be deemed to have been registered. 

Powers of the 
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(5)  A n  associ ation which,  through the submi ssion of fal se or misleading 
information pursuant to the provis ions of th is  section,  procures a certificate of 
registration sha l l  have such certificate cancel led.  

(6) A n  application for registration as a pol i tica l  party shal l  not  be processed 
un less there is evidence of payment of admin istrati ve fee as may be fixed from 
time to ti me by the Commission. 

(7) The Commission shal l have power to de-register pol i tical  parties on the 
fol lowing grounds-

(i) breach of any of the requirements for registration ; and 

( ii) for fai l ure to win  a seat i n  the National or State Assembly e lection.  

79. The dec ision of the Commission not to register any assoc iation as a 
pol it ical party may be cha l lenged i n  a court of l aw prov i ded that any l egal action 
chal lengi n g  the dec is ion of the Commission shal l  be commenced with in  30 days 
from the date of receipt of the letter of notification of non regi stration from the 
Commission .  

80. A pol i tica l  party registered under thi s  Act  shal l  be  a body corporate 
with perpetual succession and a common seal and may sue and be sued i n  i ts 
corporate name. 

8 1 .-( 1 )  A poli t ical  party or assoc iation which contravenes the provisions 
of section 227 of the Constitution commits an offence and i s  l iable on conv iction 
to a fine of-

(a) NSOO,OOO.OO for the first offence ; 

(b) N700,000.00 for any subsequent offence ; and 

(c) N50,000.00 for every day that the offence contin ues. 

(2)  A person or group of persons who aids or abets a pol i tical  party in 
contraven ing the provisions of section 227 of the Constitution commi ts an offence 
and is l i able on conv iction to a fine of N500,000.00 or i mprisonment for a term 
of 3 years or both. 

82.-( 1 )  The Commission sha l l  keep a register of symbol s for use at 
e lections.  

(2 )  The Commission shal l register the symboi of a pol i t ical party i f  i t  is 
satisfied that-

or 

(a) another symbol of the same design is not registered ; 

(b) the symbol i s  d istinctive from any other symbol al ready registered ; and 

(c) i ts use w i l l  not be offens ive or otherwise objectionable.  

(3) The Commission shal l  remove a symbol from the register of symbols if­

(a)  the pol i tica l  party in  whose n ame i t  i s  registered requests the removal ; 

• 
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(b) the Com miss ion i s  of the opin ion that the pol i tical party or i ndependent 
candidate in whose name the symbol is  registered has ceased to exist or to use 
the symbol.  

(4) Noth ing in th is  section shal l  authorize the al lotment or registration for 
use at any election of a symbol or material as symbol of a party, i f  i t  portrays-

( a) the Coat of Arms of th.e Federation ; 

(b) the Coat of Arms of any other country 

(c) a device or emblem which i n  the opi�ion of the Commission i s  normal l y  
associated wi th-

(i) the offic ia l  acts of Government, 

(ii) any of the Armed Forces of the Federation or the N i geria Pol ice 
Force or other un i formed service, 

(iii) the rega l ia  of a Chief, 

(iv) any tri be or ethnic group, 

(v) any rel i gion or cult ,  

(vi) any portrai t  of a person l i v ing or dead, or 

(d) any symbol or part of a symbol which under the provision of this section 
continues to be registered by another poli t ical party. 

(5)  Subject to the provisions of this  section, the symbol a l lotted to a pol it ical 
party and i n  use i mmediately before the coming i nto force of this Act shal l  contin ue 
to be avai lable to, and be used by, that political party without payment of the fee. 

83. Where a symbol i s  registered by a pol i t ical party i n  accordance with 
th is  Act, the Com mission shal l al lot the symbol to any candidate sponsored by 
the pol it ical party at any election. 

84.-( I) Any two or more registered poli tical parties may merge on approval 
by the Commiss ion fol lowing a formal request presented to the Comm ission by 
the pol i tical parties for that purpose. 

(2) Pol itical parties i n tending to merge shal l each give to the Comm iss ion 
90 days notice of the ir  i n tention to do so before a general election.  

(3) The written request for merger shal l  be sent to the Chairm an of the 
Commission and shal l  be s igned joint ly by the National Chairman, Secretary and 
Treasurer for the ti me being of the different pol i tical parties proposi n g  the merger 
and shal l  be accompanied by-

(a) a spec ia l  resolution passed by the national convention of each of the 
· ·pol i t ical parties propos ing to merge, approving the merger ; 

(b) the proposed ful l  name and acronym, constitution, mani festo, symbol 
or logo of the party together w ith the addresses of the national office of the 
party resu l ti ng  from the merger ; and 
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(c) evidence of payment of admin istrative costs of N IOO,OOO.OO or as may 
be fixed from t ime to t ime by an Act of the National Assembly. 

(4) On receipt of the request for merger of polit ical parties, the Commission 
shal l  consider the request and, i f  the parties have fu lfi l led the requ irements of the 
Constitution and th is  Act, approve the proposed merger and communicate its 
decis ion to the parties concerned before the expiration of 30 days from the date 
of the recei pt of the formal request-

PRoVI DED that if the Commission fai l s  to communicate its decis ion with in 
30 days the merger shal l  be deemed to be effect i ve. 

(5) Where the request for the proposed merger i s  approved, the Commission 
shal l  w i thdraw and cancel the certificates of registration of a l l  the pol i tical parties 
opting for the merger and substitute a single certificate of registration in the name 
of the party resu l t ing from the merger. 

. 

(6) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (2) of this section no merger 
of pol it ical parties recei ved by the Commission less than 90 days before any 
general e lection in the country shall not be considered by the Commission. 

85.-( I )  A registered pol i t ical party shal l  g ive the Commission at least 2 1  
days notice of any convention, congress, conference or meet ing convened for the 
purpose of e lecting members of its executi ve comm ittees, other governing bodies 
or nominating candidates for any of the elective offices speci fied under th is  Act. 

(2) The Commission may, wi th or w i thout prior notice to the pol it ical party 
mon itor and attend any convention, congress, conference or meeti ng which is 
convened by a pol i tical party for the purpose of-

(a) electing members of i ts executive comm ittees or other governing bodies ; 

(b) nominating candidates for an election at any leve l ;  and 

(c) approving a merger w i th any other registered pol itical party. 

(3)  The e lection of me.mbers of the executive committee or other governing 
body of a pol it ical party, including the election to fil l  a vacant position in  any of 
these bodies, shal l be ·conducted in  a democratic manner und al lowing for al l  
members of the party or duly e lected delegates to vote in  support of a candidate 
of the i r  choice. 

(4) Notice of any congress, conference or meeting for the purpose of 
nominating candidates for Area Counci l  elections shall be given to the Commission 
at least 2 1  days before such congress, conference or meeting. 

86.-( I) The Commission shal l monitor and keep records of the act iv it ies 
of a l l  the registered polit ical parties. 

( 2 )  The Comm i ssion may seek i n formation or c larification from any 
registered pol i t ical party in connection w i th any act iv i ty of the pol i tical party 
which may be contrary to the prov isions of the Constitut ion or any other l aw, 
guide l ines, rules or regulations made pursuant to an Act of the National Assembly. 
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(3)  The Commission may d i rect its enqui ry under subsection (2) of th is 
section to the Chairman or Secretary of the pol itical party at the National ,  State, 
Local Govern ment A rea Counci l or Ward leve l ,  as the case may be. 

(4) A pol i tical party which fai l s  to provide the requ ired information or 
c larification under subsection (2) of this  section m· carr.y out any lawful d i rective 
gi ven by the Commission i n  conformity with the provisions of this section commits 
an offence and is l iab le  on conviction to a fine of not less than N-500,000.00. 

87.-( 1 ) A pol itical party seeking to nominate candidates for elections under 
this Act shall hold primaries for aspi rants to al l e lective posit ions. 

(2) The procedure for the nomi nation of candidates by pol i t ical parties for 

the various e lective positions shal l  be by d irect or ind irect primaries. 

(3) A pol i tical party that adopts the d i rect pri maries procedure shall ensure 
that a l l  aspirants arc g i ven equal opportun i ty of being voted for by members of 
the party. 

(4) A pol i t ical party that adopts the system of ind irect pri maries for the 
choice of i ts candidate shal l  adopt the procedure outl i ned below-

(a) in the case of nominations to the posi tion of Presi dential  candidate, a 
pol i t ical party shal l-

(i) hold spec ia l  conventions in each of the 36 States of the Federation 
and Federal Capital Territory, where delegates shal l vote for each of the 
asp i rants at des ignated centres in each State Capi tal on speci fied dates, 

(ii) a National Convention shall be held for the ratification of the candidate 
wi th the h ighest number of votes, 

(iii) the aspi rant  wi th the h ighest number of votes at the end of voting in 
the 3 6  States of the Federation and Federal Capi tal Territory, shal l be 
declared the wi n ner of the Presidential pri maries of the pol i tical party and 
the aspi rants name shal l  be forwarded to the Commission as the candidate 
of the party after ratifi cation by the national convention ; 

(b) in the case of nominations to the position of Governorsh i p  candidate, a 
pol it ical party shal l ,  where they i ntend to sponsor candidates : 

(i) hold special congress i n  each of the Local Government Areas of the 
States with delegates vot ing for each of the aspi rants at the congress to be 
held i n  designated centres on speci fied dates, 

(ii) the aspi rant wi th the highest number of votes at the end of voting 
shall be declared the winner  of the primaries of the party and aspi rant's 
name shal l be forwarded to the Commission as the cand idate of the party, 
for the particular State ; 

(c) i n  the case of nominations to the position of a Senatori�ii candidate, 
House of Representati ves and State House of Assembly a political party shal l ,  
where they i ntend to sponsor candidates-

A 1 131 

Nomination 

of Candidates 

by Parties. 



A 1132 2010 No. 6 Electoral Act 

(i) hold special congresses in the Senatorial D istrict, Federal Consti tuency 
and the State AssembJy Constituency respect ively, w i th delegates voting 
for each of the aspi rants in  designated centres on spec i fied dates ; 

(ii) The aspirant wi th the highest number of votes at the end of voting shal l  
be declared the winner of the primaries of the party and the aspirant's name 
shall be forwarded to the Commission as the candidate of the party ; and 

(d) in the case of the position of a Chairmanship candidate of an Area Counci l  
a pol i t ical party shal l ,  where they in tend to  sponsor cand idates-

( i) hold specia l  congresses in the Area Counc i l s ,  w ith delegates voting 
for each of the asp irants at designated centres on a spec ified date ; and 

( ii) the aspi rant w i th the h ighest number of votes at the end of voting 
sha l l  he declared the w inner of the pri maries of the party and the asp irant's 
name sha l l  be forwarded to the Commission as the candidate of the party. 

( 5 )  hi the case o f  a Counc i l lorsh ip  candidate, the procedure for the 
nomination of the candidate shall be by d i rect primaries in the ward and the name 
of the candidate w i th the h ighest n umber of votes shal l  be submi tted to the 
Commission as the candidate of the party. 

(6) Where there is only one aspirant in a pol i tical party for any of the 
e lective pos i tions mentioned in subsection (4)(a),  (b),  (c) and (d), the party shal l  
convene a specia l  convention or congress at a designated centre on a specified 
date for the confi rmat ion of such aspirant and the name of the aspirant shal l  be 
forwarded to the Commission as the candidate of the party. 

(7) A pol it ical party that adopts the system of i nd i rect pri maries for the 
choice of its candidate shal l  c learly out l i ne in its constitution and rules the 
procedure for the democratic election of delegates to vote at the convention, 
congress or meeting.  

(8)  A pol it ical appointee at any level  sha l l  not be a voting delegate at the 
Convention or Congress of any pol itical party for the pur.pose of n�mination of 
candidates for any e lection. 

· 

(9) Where a pol it ical party fai l s  to comply with the provisions of this Act 
in  the conduct of i ts primaries, its candidate for election shall not be included i n  
the e lect ion for the particular posit ion in  issue. 

( I  0) Notwithstanding the provisions of the Act or rules of a political party,_ 
an aspirant who complains that any of the prov is ions of this Act and the guidel i nes 
of a pol it ical party has not been compl ied w i th in the selection or nomination of 
a candidate of a pol i tical party for election, may apply to the Federal H igh Court 
or the H igh Court of a State, for redress. 

( 1 1 )  Noth ing  in  this  section shal l empower the Courts to stop the holding 
of primaries or  general election under th is  Act pending the determination of the 
suit .  
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88.-( I )  A Pol i t ical Party that-

( a) holds or possesses any fund outside Nigeria in contravent ion of section 
9 1 (3 )(a) of th i s  Act commits an offence and forfe i ts the funds or assets 
purchased w ith such funds to the Commission and on conviction is l i able to a 
fine of not less than NSOO,OOO.OO ; 

(b) retains  any fund or other asset remitted to i t  from outside N igeria in  
t:ontravention of section <JI  (3)(b) of th is  Act commits an offence and forfei ts 
the funds or assets to the Commission and on conv iction i s  liahle to a fine of  
not less than N50H,OOO.OO. 

89.-( I )  A pol i tical party shal l  submit to the Commiss ion a detailed annual 
statement of assets and l iabi l itics and <malysis of its sources of funds and other 
assets, together w ith statement of its expenditure in such a form as the Commission 
may from time to t ime requi re. 

(2) The statement of assets and l iabi l it ies referred to i n  subsection ( I )  of 
this section shal l  be in respect of the period 1 st January to 3 1 st December  in each 
year. and that in the year which this Act comes i nto operation,  it s hall be for the 
period beginning wi th the registration of such party and ending on the following 
3 1 st December. 

(3) A pol i tical party shal l  grant to any officer authorized in writi ng by the 
Commission, access to examine the records and audited accounts kept by the 
pol i t ical party in  accordance with the provi s ions of th is  Act and the polit ical 
party shall g ive to the officer al l  such information as may be requested in  relation 
to all contributions recei ved by or on behal f of the party. 

(4) The Commissi on shall publi sh the report on such examinations and audit 
in 3 National Newspapers. 

90.-( l) The Commission shall have power to place limitation on the amount 
of money or other assets, wh ich an i nd ividual or group of persons can contri bute 
to a polit ical party. 

91.-( I )  Election expenses shall not exceed the sum stipulated i n  subsections 
(2)-(7) of th is  section. 

(2)  The max imum e lection expenses to be incurred by a candidate at a 
President ia l  e lection shal l  be N I ,000,000,000.00. 

(3)  The maxi  mum election expenses to be incurred by a candidate at a 
Governorship e lection sha l l  he N200,000,000.00. 

(4) The max imum amount of election expenses to be incurred in respect of 
Senatorial seat hy a candidate at an e lection to the National Assembly sha l l  be 
N40, 000, 000 . 00 w h i l e  the  seat  for House  of R e p resentat i ve s  s h a l l be 
N20,000,000.00. 

(5) In the case of State Assembly election,  the maxi mum amount of election 
expenses to be incurred shal l  be N I O,OOO,OOO.OO. 
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(6)  In the case of a Chairmanship election to an Area Counc i l ,  the max i mum 
amount  of e l ec t ion  e x presses  to be i n c urred sha l l be ten m i l l i o n  na i ra 
NI  0,000,000.00. 

(7) In the case of Counci l lorship election to an Area Counci l ,  the maxi mum 
amount of election expenses to be i ncurred shal l be one mi l l ion naira N I  ,000,000.00. 

( X )  I n  determ i n i n g  the total e xpend i ture i n curred in re lat ion to the 
candidature of any person at any e lection no account shal l  be taken of-

( a) any deposit  made by the cand idate on h is  nomi nation in compl iance 
w i th the law ; 

(b) any expendi ture i ncurred before the notification of the date fi xed for 
the e lection w i th respect to services rendered or materia ls  suppl ied before 
such notification ; or 

(c) pol i t ical party expenses i n  respect of  the candidate standing for a 
pan icular e lection. 

(9) An individual or other entity shall not donate more than N I  ,000,000.00 to 
any candidate. 

( I  0)  A candidate who knowingly acts i n  contravent ion of th is  section 
commits an offence and on conv iction is  l iable i n  the case ·of-

(a) Presidential election, to a maximum fine of N 1 ,000,000.00 or imprisonment 
for a term of 1 2  months or both ; 

(h) a Governorship e lection to a fine of N-800,000.00 or i mprisonment for a 
term of 9 months or both ; 

(c) Senatorial  e lect ion i n  the National Assembly  e lect ion to a fi ne  of 
N-600,000.00 or i mprisonment for a term of 6 months or both ; 

. (d) House of Representatives election i n  the National Assembly election, to 
a fine  of N-500,000.00 or i mprisonment for a term of 5 months or both ; 

(e) a State House of Assembly election to a fine ofN-300,000.00 or imprisonment 
for a term of 3 months or both ; 

(f) i n  the case of Chairmansh ip  e lect ion,  to a fine of N300,000.00 or 
i mprisonment  for a term of 3 months or both ; and 

(g) Counc i l lorsh ip election, to a fine of Nl OO,OOO.OO or i mprisonment for a 
term of one month or both. 

( 1 1 ) An indivi dual who knowi ngly acts i n  contravention of subsection (9) 
shal l .  on conv iction, be l i able to a maxi mum fine of N500,000.00 or i mprisonment 
for a tcnn of 9 months or both. 

( 1 2) An accountant who fals ifies, conspires or aids a candidate to forge or 
falsi fy a document relat ing to h i s  expenditure at an e lection or receipt or donation 
for the e lection or in any way a ids and abets the breach of the provis ion of this 
section of this Act commits an offence and i s  l iable on conviction for i mprisonment 
for a term of 1 0  years: 
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92.-( I )  For the purposes of an e lect ion,  "elect ion expenses" means 
expenses i ncurred oy a pol it ical party with in  the period from the date notice is 
g iven by the Commission to conduct an election up to and incl uding, the pol l ing  
day i n  respect of  the particular e lection. 

(2) Election expenses i ncurred by a polit ical party for the management or 
the conduct of an e lection shal l be determined oy the Commission in cons ultution 
wi th the pol i t ical part ies.  

(3) Elect i on e x penses of  a po l i t ica l  party sha l l  be submi tted l tl the 
Commission in a separate audited return within 6 months after an e lection and 
such return shal l  be s igned by the pol it ical party's auaitors and counter-signed by 
the Chainmm of  the party and be supported by a sworn affidavit by the signatories 
as to the correctness or its contents. 

(4) A pol itical party which contravenes subsection (3) of this section commits 
an offence and i s  l i able on conv iction to a max i mum fine of N I  ,000,000.00 and 
i n  the case of fai l ure to submit an accurate audited return wi th in  the stipu lated 
period, the court may impose a max imum penalty of N200,000.00 per day on any 
party for the period after the return was due unti l i t  is submitted to the Commission. 

(5) The return referred to i n  subsection (3) of this section shall show the 
amount of money ex pended by or on behalf of the party on election expenses, the 
i tems of expendi ture and commercial value of goods and services recei ved for 
e lection purposes. 

(6) The pol it ical party shal l  cause the return submitted to the Commission 
pursuant to subsectioi1 (5)  of this section to be publ i shed in at least 2 National 
Newspapers. 

(7) A pol i t ical party that incurs election expenses beyond the l i mit  stipulated 
in th is  Act commits an offence and is l iable on conv iction to a max i mum fine of 
N I  ,000,000.00 and forfei ture to the Commission of the amount by which the 
expenses exceed the l i m i t  set  by the Commission . 

(8 )  The Commission shal l  make avai lable for publ ic i nspection during 
regular business hours a t  its Headquarters and State offices the aud i t  returns of 
the pol i t ical parties requ ired by subsection (3) of th is  section which shall inc lude 
the !lames, addresses, occupation, and amount contributed by each contributor to 
a party. 

93.-( I) A pol it ical  party shal l  not accept or keep i n  i ts possession any 
anonymous monetary or other contribution, gift or property, from any source 
whatsoever. 

( 2 )  A pol i tical party shal l  keep an account and asset book i nto which shal l  
be recorded-

(a )  a l l  monetary and other forms of contribution received by the party ; and 

(b) the name and address of any person or enti ty that contributes any money 
or assets which exceeds NI ,000,000.00. 
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( 3 )  A pol itical party shal l  not accept any monetary or other contribution 
exceeding NI 00,000.00 un less it  can identify the source of the money or other 
contr ibut ion to the Commission. 

(4) A political party sponsoring the election of a candidate shal l ,  within 3 
months after the announcement of the results of the electi on,  fi le a report of the 
contri butions made hy ind iv iduals and entities to the Commission.  

94.-( I )  For the purpose of the proper and peaceful conduct of po! iticai ral !  ies 
and processions, the Commissioner of Pol ice in each state of the Federation and 
the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, shal l provide adequate security for processions 
at po l i t ical ral l ies in the States and the Federal Capital Territory, A buja. 

(2) A person who, wh i le present at a pol i tical ral ly  procession or voting 
centre, has w ith him any offensive weapon or miss i le otherwise than in pursuance 
of a l awfu l duty commits an offence and is l i able on conviction to a max imum 
fi ne o f  N2,000,000.00 or i mprisonment for a term of 2 years or both. 

(3) For the purpose of subsection (2) of this section, a person shall be deemed 
to he acting in pursuance of a l awful duty if he is acting in h is  capacity as a pol ice 
officer or as a member of a security agency authorized to carry arms and is 
specifical l y  posted to be present at that pol i tical ral l y  or procession . Conduct at 
pol it ical ral l ies,  and processions, etc. 

95.-( l )  A pol itical campaign or slogan shal l not be tainted with abusive 
language directly or i ndirectly l i kely to i nj ure re l igious, ethnic ,  tribal or sectional 
feel ings .  

(2) A busi ve, i n temperate, s landerous or  base language or ins inuations or 
innuendoes designed or l i kely to provoke violent reaction or emotions shal l  not 
be employed or used in political campaigns. 

(3) Places designated for rel igious worship, pol ice station and public offices 
shal l not he used-

(a) for pol itical campaigns, ral l ies and processions ; or 

(b) to promote, propagate or attack pol i ti cal parties, candidates, their 
programmes or ideologies. 

(4) Masquerades shal l  not be employed or used by any pol it ical  party, 
candidate or person during political campaigns or for any other pol i tical purpose. 

( 5 )  A pol itical party or member of a poli tical party sha l l  not retain ,  organize, 
train or equip any person or group of persons for the p urpose of enab l ing them to 
be employed for the use or displ ay of physical force or  coercion in promoting 
any pol it ical objective or interest, or in  such  manner as to arouse reasonable 
apprehension that they are organ ized, trained or equipped for that purpose. 

(6) A pol itical party, person or candidate shal l  not keep or use private security 
organ ization ,  vanguard or any other group or ind iv idual by whatever name cal led 
for the purpose of providing security, assistin g  or aidi ng the pol itical  party or 
candidate in whatever manner during campaigns, ral l ies, processions or elections. 
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(7 )  A pol i tical party or person who contravenes any of the prov is ion  of th is  
section commits an offence and is  l i able on conv iction-

(o) in  the case of an ind iv idual , to a max i mum fine of N l ,OOO,OOO.OO or 
i mprisonment for the term o f  1 2  months ; and 

(h)  in  the case of <cl pol it ical party, to a fine of N2,000,000.00 in the first 
i nstance, and NI ,000,000.00 for any subsequent offence. 

(8) A person or group of persons who aids or abets a poli t i cal party in 
contravening the prov i s ions  of subsection (5) of this section commits an offence 
and i s  l iable on convict ion to a fine of N500,000.00 or i mprisonment for a term 
of 3 years or hoth. 

96.-( I) A candidate, person or group of persons shal l not d i rectly or 
indirectly threaten any person w ith the use of force or v iolence during any pol it i cal 
campaign in  order to compel that person or any other person to support or refrai n  
froin support ing a po l it ical  party or candidate. 

(2) A person or pol i tical party that contravenes the provis ions of th is  section 
commits an offence and i s  l i able on conviction-

(a) in the case of an ind iv idual , to a maximum fine of N l ,OOO,OOO.OO or 
imprisonment for a term of 1 2  months ; and 

(b)  in  the case of a pol it ical party, to a fine of N2,000,000.00 in the first 
instance , and N500,000.00 for any subsequent offence. 

97. Where a pol i ti cal party ceases to exist in accordance with the Constitution 
and this Act, a person e lected on the platform of the political party in an election 
under this Act shal l  remain validly elected, complete his tenure, and, for p urposes 
of i dentifi cation,  be regarded as a member of the pol i t ical party under which  he 
was e lected. 

98. A pol i t ical party regi s tered by the Commission i n  accordance w i th 
the provis ions of any law i n  force i mmediately before the comi n g  i nto force of 
the Constitution and th is  Act shal l  be deemed to have been duly registered under 
this  Act .  

99.-( I)  For the purpose of th is  Act, the period of campaign ing  in  publ ic  
by every pol i tical party shal l  commence 90 days before poll i n g  day and end 24 
hours prior to that day. 

(2) A registered pol itical party which through any person act ing on its behalf 
during the 24 hours before pol l i ng day-· 

(a) advertises on the fac i l i t ies of any broadcast ing undertaking ; or 

( b )  procures for pub l icat ion  o r  acq u iesces i n  the  pub l icat io n  of a n  
advertisement i n  a Newspaper, for the purpose of promoting or opposing a 
particular candidate, commits an offence under thi s  Act and upon con viction 
is  l i able to a max imum fine of  N500,000.00. 
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I 00.-(1 ) A candidate and h is  party shall campaign for the elections i n  
accordance w i th such rules and regu lat ions as  may  be determ i ned by  the 
Commiss ion.  

( 2) State apparatus i nc luding  the media sha l l n ot be employed to the 
advantage or disadvantage of any pol i tical party or candidate a t  any e lection. 

(3) Media t ime shal l be a l located equal l y  among the pol i ti ca l  parties or 
candidates at s im i lar hours of the day. 

(4) At any publ ic electron ic media, equal a i rt i me sha l l  be a l lotted to a l l  
pol itical parties or  candidates during prime times a t  s imi lar hours each day, subject 
to the payment or appropriate fees. 

(5) At any pub l ic  print media, equal coverage and conspicuity shal l  be 
al lolled to a l l pol i tical parties. 

(6) A public media that contravenes subsections (3) and (4) of this section commits 
an offence and is liable on conviction to a maximum tine of N500,000.(X) in the first 
instance and to a maximum tine of NI ,()(X),(XX).OO for subsequent conviction. 

1 01 .-( I )  A person, print or electronic medium that broadcasts, publ i shes, 
advertises or  c i rculates any material for the purpose of promoti ng or opposing a 
part icular pol i t ical party or the election of a part icular candidate over the radio, 
telev is ion ,  newspaper, magazine, handbi l l , or any pri n t  or e lectronic media 
whatsoever cal led during 24 hours immediate ly preceding or on pol l i ng day 
commits an offence under this Act. 

(2) Where an offence under subsection ( I )  of this section i s  committed by a 
body corporate, every principal officer of that body is equal ly gui l ty of an offence 
under th is  Act. 

( 3 )  Where any person i s  convicted of an offence under this section he shall 
he l iable : 

(a) i n  the case of a body corporate to a max imum fine of N I  ,000,000.00 ; 
and 

(b) in the case of an i nd iv idual to a max i mum fine of N500,000.00 or to 
i mprisonment for a term of 1 2  months. 

1 02. A candidate, person or association who engages i n  campaigning or 
broadcast ing based on rel igious, tribal or sectional reason for the purpose of 
promoting or opposing a particular pol i tical party or the e lection of a particular 
candidate, commits an offence under th is  Act and i s  l iable on conviction to a 
max imum fine of NI ,000,000.00 or i mprisonment for a term of 1 2  months or to 
both . Campaign based on rel igion, tribe, etc. 

PART VI-PROCEDURE FOR ELECTIONS TO AREA CouNCIL 

Power of the 103.-( l )  The conduct of elections i nto the offices of Chairman, Vice-
Commission.  Chairman and a member of an Area Council and the recall of a member of an 

Area Counci l shal l  he under the direction and superv i s ion of the Commission in 
accordance w i th this Act. 
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(2) The register of  voters compi led and the pol l ing un i ts estab l ished by the 
Commission and any other regulations, guidelines, rules or manual i ssued or made 
by the Commission sha l l  be used for elections i n to the Area Counci I or recal l  of 
a member. 

104.-( I )  There sha ll  be elected for each Area Counci l  in the Federal Capi tal 
Territory a Chairman and Vice-Chairman . 

(2) There shal l  be a Counc i lor for each Electoral Ward i n  an Area Counci l  
o f  the Federal Capital Terri tory. 

1 05.--( I )  Subject to the prov ision, of this section, the Commiss ion shal l  
d ivide each Area Counci l  i n to Electoral Wards not being less than 10 and not 
more than 20 as the c i rcumstance of each Area Counci l  may requ i re.  

(2)  The boundaries of each ward shal l  be such that the number of inhabi tants 
of the Electoral Ward is as nearly equal to the population quota of the Electoral 
Ward as is  reasonably practicable. 

(3)  The Comm iss ion shal l  rev iew the d iv ision of every Area Counc i l  i n to 
wards at i ntervals of not less than I 0 years and may alter such Electoral ward in 
accordance with subsecti on ( I )  of th is  section to such extent as i t  may consider 
desi rable i n  the l ight of the rev iew. 

( 4) Notwithstanding subsection (3) of this section, the Commission may, at 
any ti me, carry out such a rev iew and al ter the Electoral Ward in accordance w i th 
the prov i s ions of th i s  sect ion to such ex tent  as i t  considers necessary i n  
consequence of any amendment to section 3 of the Consti tution or any provis ion 
replac ing that prov is ion or by reason of the holding of a National Populat ion 
Census or pursuant to an Act of the National Assembly. 
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1 06.-( I )  A person shall  be quali fied for election under thi s  part of th is  Act Qualification. 

if he-

(a) is a c i t izen  of N igeria ; 

(b) i s  regis tered as a voter ; 

(c) has attai ned the age of 25years for Counci l lor and 30 years for Chairman 
and Vice-Chairman ; 

(d) is educated up to at least the School Certificate level or its equ ivalent ; and 

(e) is a member of a pol itical party and i s  sponsored by that party. 

107.-( I )  A person shall not be qual ified to contest an Area Counci l  election Disqualitica-

under th is  Act i f- tion. 

(a) subject to the prov isions of section 28 of the Constitution, he has 
voluntari ly acquired the c it izenshi p  of a country other than N igeria or, except 
in such cases as may be prescribed by the National Assembly, has made a 
declaration of a l leg iance to such a country ; 
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(b) he is adjudged to be a l unatic or otherwise decl ared to be of unsound 
m i n d  u n der any l aw in force in any part of Nigeria ; 

(c) he i s  under a sentence of death i mposed on h i m  by any competent court 
of law or tribunal in N i geria. 

(d) within a period ofless than 1 0  years before the date of an election to the Area 
Council,  he has been convicted and sentenced for an offence involving dishonesty 
or he has been found guilty of contravention of the Code of Conduct ; 

(c) he is an undischarged bankmpt, havi ng been adjudged or otherwise 
declared ban krupt under any law in force in any part of N igeria ; 

(/) he is a person employed in the pub l ic service of the Federation or of any 
State or A rea Counci l  (other than a person holding e lective office) and he has 
not resigned. withdrawn or retired from such employment 30 days before the 
date of e fection ; 

(g) he i s
. 

a member of any secret society ; 

(h)  he has, within the preceding period of ro years presented a forged 
certificate to the Commission ; 

(i) he has been dismissed from the publ ic service of the Federation, State, 
Loca l  Government or Area counci l  ; or 

(j) he has been elected to such office at any two previous elections in the 
case of Chairman. 

· 

(2 )  Where i n  respect of any person w ho has been­

( a) adjudged to be a lunatic ; 

(b) declared to be of unsound mind ; 

(c) sentenced to death or i mprisonment ; or 

(d) adjudged or declared bankrupt, any appeal against the decision is pending 
i n  any court of taw in accordance with any l aw in force in N igeria, subsection 
( I )  of t h i s  section sha l l  not apply during a period beginn i ng from the date 
w hen such appeal i s  lodged and ending on the date w hen the appeal is final ly 
determi ned or as the case may be,  the appeal lapses or i s  abandoned, whichever 
is earl ier. 

(3 )  For the purpose of subsection (2) of this section, an "appeal" inc l udes 
any application for an injunction or an order of certiorari, mandamus, proh i bit ion, 
habeas corpus, or any appeal from any such appl ication . 

108.-( f )  Election i nto all the Area Councils shall be held on the same date 
and day throughout the Federal Capital Terri tory. 

(2 )  By-elections to fi l l  vacancies that occur i n  Area Counc i l s- shal l be held 
with in  30 days from the date the vacancy occurred. 

(3)  The date mentioned in subsection ( I )  of this section shal l  not be earl ier 
than 1 50 days before and not l ater than 90 days before the expiration of the term 
of office of the last holder of that office. 
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(4) W here a vacancy occurs- more than 3 months be fore the day the Area 
Council  stands di ssol ved there shal l  be a bye-election to fi l l  the vacancy not l ater 
than 30 days from the date t he vacancy occurred. 

(5)  Vot ing sha l l  be by open-secret bal l ot. 

1 09. The proced ure for fi l i n g  nomi nations and the casting and counting of 
votes for Area Council  elections shall be the same as is  appl icable to other elections 
under th is  Act.  

HO.--( I )  If a fter the expiration of t ime for the delivery of nomination papers 
and the wi thdrawal of candidates for election of Counc i l lors under th is  Act only 
nnc candidate re mains duly nomi nated, that  candidate shal l  be dec lared returned 
unopposed. l 

I 

(2) If a fter the cxpi rution of t i me for the del i very of Nomi nation Papers 
and the w i thdrawal of candidates for e l ection of Counc i l lors under this  section 
more than one cand i date rem a i ns d u l y  nominated, a pol l  s ha l l  be taken i n  
accordance w i t h  t h e  provis ions o f  this Act.  

( 3 )  W h e re a t  the c l ose of n o m i n a t i o n  for e l ec t i o n  to t h e  office of 
Chainmtn,  only one c andidate-

(a) has been nomi nated ; or 

(b)  re ma in� nominated by reason of the disqual i fication,  w i thdrawa l ,  
incapacitation, disappearance, o r  death of the other candidate, the Commission 
shall extend the t ime for nomination by seven days. 

Ptwvlllt ·:n that where after the extension, only one candidate remains validly 
nominated there shal l  be no further extension. 
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l l l .-( I )  A candidate for an election to the office of Chairman shal l  be Election or 

deemed to have been duly elected to the office where being the only candidate Area Council 

nominated for the election he has- Chainmm. 

(a) a majori ty of YEs votes over No votes cast at the election ; and 

(h) not less than one-third of the votes cast at the election i n  each of a t  least 
two-thirds of all the wards in  the Area Coun c i l .  

Pl{oVu>m that where t h e  o n l y  candidate fai l s  t o  b e  e l ected i n  accordance 
with this  subsection then there sha l l  be fresh nomination. 

(2) A candidate for an election to the office of the Chairman shall be deemed to 
have hcen elected where there being only two candidates for the election, he has-

( a) a majority of the votes cast at the election ; and 

(h) not less than one-quarter of the votes cast at the election in  each of at 
least two-thirds of all the wards in  the Area Counc i l ,  as the case may be. 

(3) If  no candidate is  duly  elected under subsection (2) of this section, the 
Com m iss ion sha l l  w i t h i n  7 days conduct a second e l ect ion between the 2 
candidates, and the candidate who scored the majority of votes cast at the election 
s h a l l  be deemed duly elected at the e lection. 



A l l42 

Death of 
Chairman 

before Oath of 

Ollicc. 

2010 No. 6 Electoral Act 

( 4) A candidate for an e lection to the office of Chairman shal l he deemed to 
have been du ly  elected where, there be ing more than two candidates for the 
e lect ion.  he has-

(a) the h ighest n umber of votes cast at the e lection ; and 

(h)  not less than one-quarter of the votes cast at the e lect ion i n  each of at 
least two-th irds of a l l  wards in  the Area Counci l ,  as the case may be. 

( 5 )  If  no candidate is duly elected in  accordance w i th subsection (4) of this  
section, there shal l be a second e lection i n  accordance with subsection (6)  of th i s  
section a t  wh ich  the on l y  candidates shal l be-

(a) the candidate who scored the h ighest number of votes at the election 
held under subsection (4) of th i s  section ; and 

(h)  one among the remain ing  candidates who has the majority of votes in  
the h ighest n umber of wards so that where there i s  more than one candidate, 
the one among them wi th the h ighest total n umber of votes cast at the e lection 
shal l he the second candidate for the election. 

(6)  In  default  of a candidate du ly  elected under th is  section, the Commission 
sha l l  w i th in  7 days of the resu l t  of the e lection held under the said subsections,  
arrange for another e lection between the 2 candidates and a candidate at s uch an 
e lection s.hal l be deemed to have been duly elected to the office of a Chairman of 
the Area Counc i l  i f  he has-

( a) a majori ty of the votes cast at the e lection ; and 

(h)  not less than one-quarter of the votes cast at the e lection i n  each of at 
least two-th i rds of all  the wards i n  the Area Counci l ,  as the case may be. 

(7) I f  no candidate is du ly  elected under subsection (6) of this section,  
arrangements shal l be made within 7 days of the resu l t  of the prev ious election,  
fvr another election between the 2 candidates spec i fied i n  subsection (6) of this 
sec t ion, and a candidate at this l ast e lection shal l  be deemed d u l y  e lected to the 
office of Chairman of the Area Counci l if he scores a s i mple  maj ority of votes 
cast at  the election. 

1 1 2.-( I )  If a person duly elected as Chai rman dies before taking and 
subscribi ng to the Oath of Al legiance and Oath of Office, the person elected with 

h i m  as Vice-Chairman shal l be sworn in as Chairman who shal l  then nominate 
and, wi th the approval of a majority of the members of the Area Legi s lati ve 
Counc i l .  appoint  a new Vice-Chairman . 

(2) Where the Vice-Chairman is appointed from among the Councilors as the new 

Vice-Chairman, the Commission shall conduct a bye-election to fill the vacant seat created 

in the Ward from which the new Vice-Chairman has been appointed. 

(3)  Where the persons duly elected as Chairman and Vice-Chai rman of an 

Area Counci l  die before taking and subscribing the Oath of A l l egiance and Oath 

of Office during which period the Area Counci l  has not been inaugurated, the 
Commission shal l ,  within 2 1  days, conduct an election to fi l l  the vacancies. 
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1 13.-( I )  An Area Counc i l  shal l  stand d issolved at the expiration of 3 years 
commenci ng from the tlate-

(a) when the Chu irman took the oath of office ; or 

(h) when the leg is lat ive arm of the Counci l  was i naugurated wh ichever i s  
earl ier. 

(2)  I n  the determination of the 3 year term, where a re-run e lection has 
taken place and the person earlier sworn-in wins the re-run e lection, the t i me 
spent in office bc l"ore the date the election was annul led, shal l  be taken i nto 
account. 

114.--( I )  A member of an Area Council shall vacate his seat in  the Counci l­

( a) on the date g iven in h is  letter of res ignation ; 

(b) i f  he takes up ful l  ti me paid e mp loyment at any level of the government 
or in  the pri vate sector ; 

(c) i f  he hccomes a member of a secret society or does any other thing 
disqual i fying him from holding the office of Chairman or Counci l l or under 
this Act ; or 

(d) i f  the Leader of the Area Legis lative Counci l  receives a certificate under 
the hand of the Commission stat ing that the prov isions of section 1 1 6 of th is  
Act have been compl ied w ith i n  respect of the recal l  of that member. 

(2) The Leader of the Area Legislative Counci l  shall give effect to subsection 
( I )  of this section, so that the Leader shal l  first present evidence sati sfactory to 
the Area Counci I that any of the provisions of that subsection has become 
appl icahle in  respect of that member. 

1 15.�-( I )  The Chairman or Vice-Chairman may be removed from office i n  
accordance w i t h  the prov i sion o f  this section. 

52) Whenever a notice of any al legation of gross misconduct in writ ing, 
s igned by not less than one-thi rd of the members of the Area Leg islative Counc i l  
stat ing that the holder of the office o f  Chairman o r  Vice-Chairman i s  gui l ty of 
misconduct in  the performance of the functions of h i s  office, detai led part iculars 
of which shal l  be speci fied are presented to the Speaker of the Area Legi slative 
Counci l .  

(3)  The Leader of the Area Legislat ive Counci l  sha l l ,  wi th in  7 days of the 
notice, cause a copy of the notice to be served on the holder of the office and on 
each mcmher of the Area Legislat ive Counc i l  and sha l l  a lso cause any statement 
made in  reply to the al legation by the holder of the office to be served on each 
member of the Area Legis lat ive Council. 

(4) With in  1 4  days of the presentation of the notice, (whether or not any 
statement was made hy the holder of the office in  reply to the a l legation contained 
in  the notice) the Area Legislative Counc i l ,  shal l  resolve hy motion wi thout any 
debate whether or not the al legation shall be i nvestigated. 
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( 5 )  A motion of the Area Legi s lat ive Counc i l  that the a l legat ion he 
invest igated shall  not be declared as having been passed un less it is supported hy 
the votes of not less than two-th irds majority of all the members of the Area 
Legis lat ive Counc i l .  

(6 )  Within 7 days o f  the passing o f  a motion under subsection ( 4 )  o f  this 
section. the leader of the Area Legislative Counci l  shal l  i nform the Chief J udge 
of the Federal Capital Terri tory, Abuja, who shal l appoint  a Panel of 7 persons 
who in the opin ion of the Chief J udge are of unquestionahle integrity not be ing 
memhers of : 

(o) any puhlic or c iv i l  serv ice ; 

(h) a legis lative house ; or 
(c) a pol i tical party to investigate the al legation as provided in  this section . 

(7 )  The holder of an office whose conduct is being in vestigated under this 
section shall  have the right to defend h i mself in  person or he represented before 
the Panel hy a legal practitioner of h i s  own choice. 

(X) A Panel appointed under th is  section shall-

(a)  have such powers and exerc ise i ts functions in  accordance with such 
procedure as may he prescrihed by an Act of the National Assembly ; 

(h) within three months of i ts appointment, report i ts findi ngs to the Area 
Legi slative Counci l .  

(9 )  Where the Panel reports to the Area Leg is l at ive Counc i l  that the 
al legat ion has not been proven no further proceedings shall he taken in  respect of 
the maller. 

( 1 0) Where the report of the Panel is that the al legation agai nst the holder 
of the office has been proved, then with in  14 days of the rece ipt of the report, the 
Area Legis lat ive Council shall consider the report and if by a resolution of the 
Area Counci l  supported by not less than two th i rds majority of all i ts members, 
the report of the Panel is ad0pted then the holder of the office shall  stand r.;moved 
from office as from the date of the adoption of the report. 

116. A member of an Area Counci l  may be recalled as a member i f-

(a) there is presented to the Chairman of the Commission a petition in that 
hehalf signed by not less than one-half of the persons registered to vote in that 
member's constituency al leging their loss of confidence in that member and 
which signatures are duly verified by the Commission ; and 

(b) the petition is  thereafter approved in  a referendum conducted by the 
Commission within 90 days of the date of the recei pt of the petition by a si mple 
majority of the votes of the persons registered to vote in  that member's 
consti tuency. 

i 
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PART V I I-ELECTORAL 01:'1'ENCES 

1 1 7.-( I )  A person who-

(a) without authority, destroys, mut i lates, defaces or removes or makes any 
a l teration in any notice or document requ i red for the purpose of registration 
under this Act ; 

(b) knowingly gives false information or makes a false statement with reference 
to any application for registration of his name or with reference to any objection to 
the retention of the name of a person in the register of voters ; 

( I " )  prese nts h i mself  to be or does <tny act whereby he is by whatever name 
or desc r i pt ion howsoever, incl uded in  the register of voters for a const i tuency 
in which he i s  not entit led to he registered or causes h imsel f to he registered in 
more than one regi stration or revi sion centre ; 

(d) publ i shes any statement or report which he knows to be false or does 
not believe to he true so as to prevent persons who are qual i fied to reg ister 
from registering as voters ; 

(e) makes in any record, register or document which he is required to prepare, 
publ ish or keep for the purpose of reg istration, any entry or statement which 
he knows to be fal se or does not bel ieve to be true ; 

(/) i mpedes or obstructs a registration officer or a rev ision officer i n  the 
performance of h is  duties ; 

(g ) without nroper authority, wears the identification of a registration officer 
or assistant reg i stn:ition officer or wears any other identification purporti ng to 
be the ident i fication of a registration officer or assistant registration officer ; 

(h)  forges a regi stration card ; or 

(i) carries out registration or revision•of voters at a centre or place not designated 
by the Commission; commits an offence and l iable on conviction to a maxi mum 
fine of NI  ,000,000.00 or to 12 months i mprisonment or to both. 

1 18.-( l )  A person who-

(a) forges any nomination paper or result form ; 

(b) wi 11 fu l ly defaces or destroys any nomination paper or result  form ; 

(c) del ivers to an electoral officer any nomination paper or result  form 
knowing i t  to he forged ; 

(d) signs a nomi nation paper or res.ul t  form as a candidate i n  more than one 
constituency at the same election ; 

(e) forges any bal lot paper or official mark on any ballot paper or any 
cert ificate of return or result  form ; 

(f) wi l l ful ly destroys any ballot paper or official mark on any ballot paper 
or any certificate of return or result form ; 

(g) without authori ty gi ves a ballot paper or result form to any person ; 

(h) willfully places in any ballot box any unauthorized paper or result form ; 

) 
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( i) w i l l fu l ly removes from a pol fing station any bal lot paper or result  form 
whether or not the bal l ot paper or result  form was issued to h i m  in  that pol l ing 
station ; 

(j) without authority destroys or in any other manner interferes with a bal lot 

box or its contents or any bal lot paper or result  form then in use or l i kely to be 
used for the purpose of an etection ; 

(k) signs a nomination paper consenting to be a candidate at an e lection 
know ing that he is inel igible to be a candidate at that e lection, commits an 
offence. 

(2) A person who commits an offence under subsection ( I )  of this section is 
l iable on conviction to a maximum term of i mprisonment for 2 years. 

(3) A person who-

(a) w i thout proper authority prints a bal l ot paper or what purports to be or 
is capable of being used as a bal lot paper or result form at an e lection ; 

(b) being authorized by the Commission to print  bal l ot papers or result 
form prints more than the number or quantity the Commission authorized ; 

(c) without authority, is found i n  possession of a bal lot paper or result form 
w hen he is not in the process of voting and at a t ime when the election for 

which the bal l ot paper or result  form is i ntended is  not yet completed ; 

(d) man ufactures, constructs, i mports i nto Nigeria, has in his  possession, 
suppl ies to any election official or uses for the purpose of an e lection, or causes 
to be manufactured, constructed or i mported into Nigeria, suppl ies to any 
e lection official for use for the purpose of any e lection, any bal lot box including 
any compartment, appliance, device or mechanism or by which a bal l ot paper 
or result  form may or could be secretly placed or stored in,  or having been 

deposited during pol l ing may be secretly di verted, misplaced or manipulated, 

comm i ts an offence. 

( 4)  A person who commits an offence under subsection (3) of this section is 

l iable on conviction to a maximum fine of N50,000,000.00 or for a term of 

i mprisonment of not less than I 0 years or to both. 

(5)  An attempt to commit any offence under this section sha l l  be pun ishable 

in  the same manner as the offence i tsel f. 

119. Any person who, at a political meeting held after the date for an e lection 

has been announced-

(a) acts or incites another to act in a disorderly manner for the purpose of 

preventing the transaction of the business for which the meeting was convened ; or 

(b) has in his  possession an offensive weapon or missiles ; commits an 
offence and l i able on con viction to a maxi m u m  fi ne of N-500,000.00 or 

i m prisonment for 1 2  months or both. 

) 
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1 20.-( I )  Any person who-

( a) being entitled to a voter's card, gi ves it to some other person for use at 
an election other than an officer appointed and acting in the course of h i s  duty 
under this Acl. : 

(b)  not be i ng an officer acting in the course of h is  duty under th is  Act, 
rece i ves any voters card in the name of some other person or persons for use 
at an e l ec t i on u ses it fraudu lently ; 

(c )  without lawful  excuse has in h is  possession more than one Voter's 
Card : or 

(d) buys, se l l s, procures or deals, with a voters card otherwise than as 
prov i ded i n  th i s  Act; commits an offence and is l i able on conviction to a 
max i mu m  fi ne of N I  ,000,000.00 or imprisonment for 1 2  months or both. 
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1 2 1 .--( I )  No person shal l  provide for the purpose of any other person to a I mproper use 

reg i s trat ion office or to a pol l ing  unit  any govern ment vehicle or boat, or any of Ve h icles. 

veh i c l e  or boat be long ing  to a publ ic corporation except in  respect of a person 
who is ordi nari ly ent it led to use such veh icle or boat and in emergency in respect 
of an electoral officer. 

(2) Any person who contravenes the prov isions of subsection ( I )  of th is  
section commits an offence and i s  l i able on conviction to a max imum fine of 
N500,000.00 or to imprisonment foi' s ix months or to both. 

1 22.-( I )  Any person who-

( a) applies to he i nc luded in any l i st of voters in the name of some· other 
person, whether such nai-ne i s  that of a person l i ving or dead or of a fictitious 
person : 

(b)  hav ing once to h i s  knowledge been properly included in a l i st of voters 
under th is  Act as a voter entit led to vote at any e lection, app l i es, except as 
authorized by th is Act, to be inc luded in  any other l ist of voters prepared for 
any Constituency as a voter at an election ; 

(c) applies for a Bal lot Paper in the name of some other person, whether 
such name is  that of a person l iv ing or dead or of a fictitious person ; 

(d) having voted once at an e lection appl ies at the same e lection for another 
bal lot paper ; 

(e) votes or attempts to vote at an election knowing that he is not qual ified 
jj 

to vote at the election ; or 

(j) i nduces or procures any other person to vote at an election knowing that 
such other person i s  not qual ified to vote at the election, commits an offence 
and is l iable on conviction to a maximum fine of N-500,000.00 or 1 2  months 
imprisonment or both. 

(2)- Any person who impersonates or who aids, abets, connsels or procures 
the commission of that offence, commits an offence and is l iable on con viction to 
a maximum fine of N-500,000.00 or i mprisonment for 1 2  months or both. 

Impersonation 
and Voting 
when not 
q u a l i fied. 
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(3) No person charged with the offence of i mpersonation shal l  be conv icted 
except on the evidence of at least two w itnesses. 

1 23.-( I )  Any officer appointed for the purposes of this Act, who without 
lawful excuse commits any act or omits to act in breach of his ofticial duty commits 
an offence and is  l iable on conviction to a maximum fine of N-500.000.00 or to 
imprisonment for 1 2  months or both . 

(2) Any Pol l ing Officer who fai ls to report promptly at h is  pol l i ng unit on 
an e lection day without lawful excuse commits an offence of dere l iction of duty 
and is  l iable on conviction to a maximum fine of N500,000.00 or 1 2  months 
imprisonment or both. 

(J) Any pol l ing officer who fai ls to d ischarge his  lawfu l  duties at h is  pol l ing 
uni t  without lawful excuse 

·
commits an offence of dere l iction of duties and is  

l i ab le  on  con v i ct ion  to a m a x i m u m  fi ne  of  N-500,000.00 or  1 2  months 
i mprisonment or both . 

( 4) Any person who announces or publishes an e lection result knowing same 
to be false or which is  at variance with the s igned certificate of return commits an 
offence and is  l iable on conviction to 36 months i mprisonment. 

(5)  Any Returning Officer or Col lation Officer who del i vers or causes to he 
del ivered a false certificate of return knowing same to be false, commits an offence 
and is l iable on conviction to a maxi mum i mprisonment for 3 years without an 
opt ion of fine. 

(6) Any person who del ivers or causes to be del ivered a fa l se certificate of 
return knowing same to be false to any news media commits an offence and is 
l iable on conv iction to imprisonment for 3 years. 

1 24.-(1 ) Any person who does any of the fol l owing-

( a) directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other person on his behalf, gives. 
lends or agrees to give or lend, or offers any money or valuable consideration ; 

(b) d i rectly or indirectly, by h imself or by any other person on h is  behalf. 
corruptly makes any gift, loan, offer, promise, procurement or agreement to or 
for any person,  i n  order to i nduce such person to procure or to endeavour to 
procure the return of any person as a member of a legis lative house or to an 
e lecti ve office or the vote of any voter at any e lection ; 

(c) upon or in consequence of any gift, l oan, offer, promise, procurement or 
agreement corruptly procures, or engages or promises or endeavours to procure, 
the return of any person as a member of a legis lative house or to an e lecti ve 
office or  the vote of any voter at any e lection ; 

(d) advances or pays or causes to be paid any money to or for the use of any 
other person, with the intent that such money or any part thereof shal l  be 
expended in bribery at any e lection, or who knowingly pays or causes to be 
paid any money to any person in d ischarge or repayment of any money whol ly 
or in p<trt expended i n  bribery at any election ; 
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(e)  after any e ledion d i redtly, or i nd i rectly, by h i mself, or by any other 
person on his behalf rece ives any money or valuable consideration on account 
of any person having voted or refrained froin voting, or hav ing  i nduced any 
other person to vote or refrain  from vot ing or having i nduced any candidate to 
refra in from canvass ing for votes for hi mself at any such election, com mi ts an 
otl'ence and is l iable on conv iction to a max imum fi ne of N-500,000.00 or 1 2  
months i mpri son ment or both . 

(2) A voter com mits an offence of bribery where before or during an election 
directly or indirect ly h i mself or by any other person on his behalf, receives, agrees 
or contracts for any m·oney, g ift ,  loan, or val uable cons ideration, office, p lace or 
employment, for h i mse lf. or for any other person ,  for vot ing or agreeing to vote 
or for refra in ing or agreeing to refrain  from voting at any such election. 

(3) Noth ing i n  this section shal l  extend or apply to money paid or agreed to 
be paid for or on account of any lawfu l  expenses bona fide incurred at or 
com:erning any election .  

( 4 )  Any person who commits the offence of  bribery i s  l iable on  convict ion 
to a max imum fine of  N-500,000.00 or i mprisonment for 1 2  months or both . 

(5)  Any person w ho conspires, aids or abets any other person to commit  
any of the offences under th is part of th is  Act shal l be gui l ty of the same offence 
and pun ish ment thereto. 

(6) For the purposes of this Act, a candidate shal l  be deemed to have 
committed an offence if i t  was committed wi th h is  knowledge and consent or the 
knowledge and consent  of a person who is  acting under the general or specia l  
authority of the candidate w i th reference to the election . 

125.-( I )  Every person i n  attendance at a pol l ing uni t  inc luding every officer 
charged wi th the conduct of an election and h is  or her assistants and every pol l i ng 
agent and candidate i n  attendance at a pol l i ng station or at the col lat ion centre, as 
the case may be, shal l  main tain and aid in maintain ing  the secrecy of the vot ing.  

(2) No person i n  attendance at  a pol l i ng booth under this section shal l ,  
except for some purpose authori zed by l aw, comm u n i cate to any  person 
information as to the name or n umber on the register of any voter who has or has 
not voted at the place of voting. 

(3)  No person shal l-

(a) i nterfere with a voter cast ing his vote, or by any other means obta in  or 
attempt to obtain i n  a pol l ing uni t  i nformation as to the candidate for whom a 
voter i n  that p lace is about to vote for or has voted for ; or 

(b) communicate at any t ime to any other person information obtained i n  a 
pol l ing unit as to the candidate to whom a voter i s  about to vote or has voted for. 

(4) Any person acting contrary to the prov is ions of th is  section commits an 
offence and is l iable on conviction to a max i mum fine of NI OO,OOO.OO or to 
i mprisonment for a term of 6 months or· both. 
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126.-( I )Any person who-

(a) votes at an election or induces or procures any person to vote at an 
election, knowing that he or such person i s  prohib i ted from voting thcreat ; or 

(/J) before or during an e lect ion, publ i shes any statement of the w ithdrawal 
of  a candidate at such election knowing it to be false or reck less as to its truth 
or fal s i ty ; or 

(c) before or during an election publ i shes any statement as to the personal 
.character or conduct or a candidate calculated to prejud ice the chance or 
election of the candidate or to promote or procure the e lect ion of another 
candidate and such statement is  false and was publ ished w i thout reasonable 
grounds for be lief by the person publishing i t  that the statement is  true, commits 
an o ffence and is l iable on conviction to a max imum fi ne or NIOO,OOO.OO or 
i mprisonment for a term of 6 months or both. 

1 27,-( I )  Any person who knowingly votes or  atte mpts to vote in  a 
consti tuency in respect of which h is  name i s  not on the register of voters commits 
an offence and is l iable on con viction to a max imum fine of N I OO,OOO.OO or to 
i mprisonment for a term of 6 months or both . 

(2) Any person who knowingly brings into a pol l ing uni t  during an election a 
voter's card issued to another person commits an offence and is l iable on conviction 
to a fine of N I OO,OOO.OO or to i mprisonment for a term of 6 months or both. 

1 28. Any person who at an election acts or inc i tes others to act in a disorderly 
manner com m its an offence and is l i able on convict ion to a max i mum fine of 
N500,000.00 or i mprisonment for a term of 1 2  months or both .  

1 29.-( I )  No person shal l  on  the  date on  which an election i s  he ld  do any 
of the fol lowing acts or th ings in a poll ing uni t  or w i th i n  a d is tance of 300 metres 
of a pol l i ng  un it-

(a)  can vass for votes ; 

(/J) sol ic i t  for the vote of any voter ; 

(c) persuade any voter not to vote for any particular candidate ; 

(d). persuade any voter not to vote at the e lection ; 

(e) shout s logans concern ing the election ; 

(f) be in possession of any offensive weapon or wear any dress or have any 
facial or other decoration .which in any event is calculated to intimidate voters ; 

(g) exh ibi t ,  wear or tender any notice, symbol ,  photograph or party card 
referri ng to the e lection ; 

(h) use any vehicle beari ng the colour or symbol of  a pol i t ical party by any 
means whatsoever ; 

(i) lo i ter without l awful excuse after voting or after being refused to vote ; 

(i) snatch or destroy any e l ection materials ; and 

(k) bl are s iren.  
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(2) No person sha l l  wi th in  the vic in i ty of a pol l ing un i t  or col lation centre 
on the day of which an e lection is held-

( a) convene. hold or attend any public meeting during the hours of pol l  
a s  may b e  prescribed b y  the Commission ; 

(b) un less appointed under this Act to make offic ia l  announcements, 
operate any megaphone, ampl ifier or public address apparatus ; 

(c) wear or carry any badge, poster, banner, flag or symbol relat ing to a 
pol it ical party or to the e lection. 

(}) A person who contravenes any of the provisions of this section commits 
:m offence and is l iahlc on conv iction to a fine of N 1 00,000.00 or i mprisonment 
for a term of 6 months fur every such offence. 

(4) Any pc.-snn whu snatches or destroys any election materia l  commits an 
offence and is l iahle on conviction to 24 months i mprisonment. 

130. A pcrslm who-

(a) corruptly hy himself or hy any other person at any t i me after the date of 
an e lection has been announced, d irectly or i nd i rectly g ives or provides or 
pays money to or for any person for the purpose of corruptly i nfluenc ing that 
person or any other person to vote or refrain  from voting at  such e lection, or 
on account of such person or any other person having voted or refrained from 
voting at such e lection ; or 

(b) heing a voter, corruptly accepts or takes money or any other inducement 
during any of· the period stated in paragraph 

(a)  of this section, commits an offence and is l iable on conviction to a 
fine of NI 00,000.00 or i mprisonment for a term of 1 2  months or both. 

1 3 1 .-( I )  A person who-

( a) directly or i nd i rect ly. h� h i mse lf  or by another person on h is  behalf, 
makes use of or threatens to make use of any force, violence or restra in  ; 

(b) i n rt icts or threatens to i n fl ict by h imse l f  or by any other person, any 
minor or serious injury, damage, harm or loss on or against a person in order 
to induce or compel that person to vote or refrain  from voting, or on account 
of such person having voted or refrained from voting ; or 

(c) oy abduction, duress, or a fraudulent device or contrivance, i mpedes or 
prevents the free use of the vote by a voter or thereby compels,  induces, or 
preva i l s  on a voter to give or refrain from giv ing his vote, 

(d) by prevent ing any pol i t ical  aspirants from free use of the media, 
designated vehicles. mobi l i zation of pol i t ical support and campaign at an 
e l ect ion . com m i ts an offence and is  l i ab le  on con v ic t ion to a fi ne  of  
N 1 ,000.000.00 or i mprison ment for a term of 3 years. 

132. The offences referred to in this Act shal l  apply to recal l  of a member 
of a Legislat ive House and a member of an Area Counc i l .  
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PART V I I I-DET�RMINATION OF ELECTION PETITIONS ARISING FROM ELECTIONS 

1 33.-( I )  No election and return at an election under th is  Act shall be 
questioned in any manner other than by a pet i tion complaining of an undue election 
or undue return ( i n  th is  Act referred to as an "election petit ion") presented to the 
competent tribunal or court in accordance wi th the provisions of the Constitution 
or of this Act, and in which the person elected or returned is  joi ned as a party. 

(2)  I n  this part, "tribunal or court" means-

(a) in  the case of Presidential or Governorship election, the court of Appeal ; 
and 

(b) in the case of any other elections under th is  Act, the election tribunal 
estab l i shed under the Constitution or by this Act. 

(3) The election tribunals shall-

( a) be consti tuted not later than 14 days before the election ; and 

(b) when constituted, open their registries for business 7 days before the 
election . 

134.-( I )  A n  election petit ion shal l be fi led w i th i n  2 1  days after the date of 
the dec laration of resu l ts of the elections . 

(2)  A n  election tribunal shal l del i ver i ts j udgment in writ i ng with in 1 80 
days from the date of the fil ing of the pet i t ion .  

( 3 )  A n  appeal from a decis ion o f  a n  election tribunal o r  court shal l  b e  heard 
and d isposed of with in 90 days from the date of the del i very of judgment of the 
tri bunal .  

( 4)  The court i n  al l  appeals from election tribunals may adopt the practice 
of first g iv ing i ts decis ion and reserving the reasons thereto for the decis ion to a 
later date. 

135.-( I )  There shal l  be establ i shed for the Federal Capital Territory one 
or more Election Tribunals ( i n  thi s  Act referred to as "the A rea Counci l  E lection 
Tribunal") which shall ,  to the exclusion of any other court or tribunal, have original 
jurisdiction to hear and determi ne any question as to whether-

(a) any person has been val idly elected to the office of Chairman, Vice­
Chairman or Counci l l or ; 

(b) the term of office of any person elected to the office of Chairman, Vice­
Chairman or Counci l l or has ceased ; 

(c) the seat of a member of an Area Counc i l  has become vacant ; and 

(d) a question or petition brought before the Area Counc i i .Eiection Tri bunal 
has been properly or improperly brought. 

(2) An Area Counci l  Election Tri bunal shal l  consist of a Chairman and two 
other members . 
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(3) The Chairman shal l  be a Chief M agistrate and two other members shal l  
be appoi nted from among M agistrates of the J udiciary of the Federal Capital 
Territory, Abuja and l egal practitioners of at least 1 0  years post-cal l  experience, 
non- legal pract i t ioners of unquestionable integrity or other members of the 
Judici ary of the Federal Capita l  Terri tory not below the ran k  of a M ag istrate. 

136.-( I )  There shal l  be establ ished for the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) 
the Area Counc i l  Election Appeal Tribunal which shal l  to the exclusion of any 
other court or tri bunal hear and determine appeals ari sing  from the decision of 
the Area Counc i l  Election Petition Tribuna l .  

(2) The deci sion of the  Area Counc i l  Election Appeal Tribunal i n  respect of  
Area Counc i l  elections sha l l  be  fina l . 

(3 )  An Area Counc i l  E lection Appeal Tribunal shal l  cons ist of a Chairman 
and two other members and the Chairman shall  be a J udge of the H igh Court and 
the two other members shal l be appointed from among J udges of the H i gh Court 
of the Federal Capital Terri tory, Abuja, Kadis  of the Sharia Court of A ppeal of 
the Federal Capital Terri tory, Abuja, J udges of the Customary Court of Appeal or 
other members of the J udiciary of the Federal Capi tal  Territory, Abuja not below 
the rank of a Ch ief M agistrate. 

· 

(4) The quorum of an Area Counci l  Election Tribunal shal l  be the Chairman 
and one other member. 

137.-( I )  An election petition may be presented by one or more of the 
fol lowing persons-

(a) a candidate in an election ; 

(b) a pol i tical party which participated i n  the election. 

(2) A person whose election i s  complained of is ,  in  th is  Act, referred to as 
the respondent. 

(3) If  the petit ioner complains of the conduct of an Electoral Officer, a 
Presiding or Return ing Officer, it shal l  not be necessary to join such officers or 
persons notwithstanding the nature of the complaint and the Comm i ssion sha l l ,  
in  th is  instance, be : 

(a) made a respondent ; and 

(b) deemed to be defending the petition for i tself and on behalf its officers 
or such other persons. 
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138.-( I )  An election may be questioned on any of the following grounds, Grounds of 

that i s  to say- Petition. 

(a) that a person whose election is  questioned was, at the t ime of the election, 
not qual ified to contest the e lection ; 

(b) that the e lection was inva l id  by reason of corrupt practices or non­
compl iance with the provi sions of this Act ; 
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(c) that the respondent was not duly e lected oy majority of lawfu l  votes 
cast at the election ; or 

(t/) that the petit ioner or its candidate was va l id ly  nominated hut was 
un lawfu l l y  excluded from the election. 

(2)  An act or omission which may be contrary to an instruction or d irective 
of the Commission or of an officer appoi nted for the purpose of the election out 
which is  not contrary to the provisions of this Act shal l  not of itse l f  he a ground 
for question ing  the e lection. 

1 39.-( I )  An Election sha l l  not be l iaole to he inva l idated oy reason of non 
compl iance w i th the provisions of this Act if i t  appears to the Election Triounal 
or Court that the e lection was conducted substant ia l ly in accordance with the 
principles of  this Act and that the non compliance did not affect substantia l ly  the 
result of the election. 

(2) An election shall not be l iable to be questioned by reason of  a defect in 
the t itle, or want of tit le of the person conducting the e lection or acting i n  the 
office provided such a person has the right or authority of the Commission to 
conduct the e lection. 

140.-( I )  Subject to subsection (2) of this section, if the Triounal or the 
Court as the case may be, determines that a candidate who was returned as e lected 
was not val id ly  e lected on any ground, the Tribunal or the Court sha l l  nu l l ify the 
election. 

(2) Where an e lection tribunal or court nu l l i fies an e lection on the ground 
that the person who obtained the h ighest votes at the election was not qual ified to 
contest the e lection, the election tribunal or court shal l  not declare the person 
with the second highest votes as e lected, but shal l  order a fresh e lection. 

(3) If  the Tribunal or the Court determines that a candidate who was returned 
as elected was not val idly e lected on the ground that he did not score the majority 
of val id  votes cast at the election, the Election Tribunal or the Court, as the case 
may be, shal l declare as e lected the candidate who scored the h ighest number of  
va l id  votes cast a t  the e lection and satisfied the  require ments of the  Constitution 
and this Act. 

( 4) S ubject to the prov ision of paragraph 53 (2) of the First Schedule to this 
Act, on the motion of a respondent i n  an election petition, the Election Tribunal 
or the Court, as the case may be, may strike out an e lection petition on the ground 
that it is not in accordance with the provisions of this part of this  Act, or the 
provisions of First Schedule of this Act. 

141. An e lection tribunal or court shal l not under any c i rcumstance declare 
any person a winner at an election in which such a person has not fu l ly participated 
i n  a l l  the stages of the said election. 
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1 42. Without prej ud ice  to the prov i s ions  of sect ion 294 ( I )  of the 
Constitution of  the Federal Republ ic of Nigeria, an e lection petit ion and an appeal 
aris ing therefrom under this Act shal l  be g iven accelerated hearing and shal l  have 
precedence over a l l  other cases or matters before the Tribunal or Court. 

1 43.-( I )  I f  the Elect ion Tri bunal  or  the Court, as the case may be, 
determines that a candi date returned as e lected was not val id ly e lected, then i f  
notice of  appeal against that dec ision i s  gi ven with in 2 1  days from t h e  dale of the 
decis ion, the candidate returned as elected shal l ,  notwi thstanding the contrary 
decis ion of the Elect ion Tri bunal or the Court, remain in office pending the 
determ ination of the appeal .  

(2) If  the Elect ion Tribunal or the Court, as the case maybe, determi nes that 
a candidate returned as e lected was not val id ly  elected, the candidate returned as 
elected shal l ,  notwi thstanding the contrary decis ion of the Election Tribunal or 
the Court, remain in office pending the expiration of the period of 2 1  days with in 
which an appeal may he brought. 

144.-( I )  Where the Commission, an Electoral Officer, Rctun ing  Officer 
or any other official  of the Commission has been joined as a respondent in an 
election pet i t ion,  a Legal Officer of the Commission or a Legal Pract i t ioner 
engaged by the Commi ss ion shal l  represent the Commission, E lectoral Officer, 
Presiding Officer, Returning Officer or other offic ial of the Comm i ss ion at the 
Tri bunal or Court. 

(2) The Attorney-General of the State concerned (acting in person or through 
any of h is  Legal Officers)  or the Attorney-General of the Federation (act ing in  
person or through any of h is  Legal Officers) may represent the  Commiss ion and 
the Officers referred to in  subsection ( l )  of this section with the wri tten consent 
or authority of  the Commission. 

(3 )  A private Legal Practitioner or Legal Officer engaged by the Commiss ion 
pursuant to subsections ( I )  and (2) of th is  Section shal l be enti t led to be paid 
such professional fees or honorari um, as the case may be, to be determined by 
the Commission.  Legal representation of Commission, etc .  

145.-( I )  The rules of  proce.dure to  be  adopted for e lection pet i t ions and 
appeals ari s ing therefrom shall be as set out in the First  Schedule to this Act. 

(2) The President of the Court of Appeal may i ssue practice d i rections to 
election tribunals. 

PART X-M ISCELLANEOUS 

1 46. No person holding an e lect ive office to which th is  Act relates or a 
registered member of a pol i tical party shal l  be e l igi ble  for or be appoin ted to 
carry out the duties of a Returning Officer, an Electoral Officer, Presiding Officer 
or a pol l  c lerk and any officer appointed to carry out any of those duties shall be 
inel igible for nomination as a candidate for election whi le  he cont inues to hold 
any such appoi ntment. 
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147.-( l )  The Commission may prescribe a scale of-

(a) remuneration for officers appointed under th is  Act for the conduct of 
elections ; and 

(b) maximum charges in respect of other expenses i ncurred by an Electoral 
Officer, a Pres id ing Officer or a Return ing Offi cer in connection with an 
election,  and may rev ise the scale as it th inks fit or expedient. 

(2) An Electoral Officer, Presiding Officer, or Return ing Officer shall ,  in 
addi t ion to any remuneration prescri bed under paragraph (a) of subsection ( I )  of 
th is  section be enti tled to such sums in  respect of expenses not exceeding  the 
prescribed scale, i n  connection with the conduct of an election as are reasonable.  

(3)  The Commission may pay such honoraria as i t  may determine to a l l  
other persons and officers who may be invo lved in  one way or the other in  
conductin g  an election under th is  Act, or in  carry ing out  any task in  connection 
with an e lect ion or election petit ion aris ing therefrom. 

( 4) A l l  fees and other rl!munerations approved under subsection ( I )  of th is  
section shal l  be paid from the Fund establ ished under section 3 ( I )  of th is  Act 
and sha l l  be paid in such manner as the Commission deems fi t. 

148. No person who has voted in any election under this Act shal l ,  in any legal 
proceedi ngs arising out of the election, be required to say for whom he voted. 

149. The Commission shal l consider any recommendation made to it by a 
tribunal w i th respect to the prosecution by i t  of any person for an offence disclosed 
i n  any e lect ion petit ion. 

1 50.-( 1 )  An offence commi tted under this Act  sha l l  be tr iable i n  a 
Magi strate Court or a H igh Court of a State in which the offence is committed, or 
the Federal Capital Terri tory, Abuja. 

(2) A prosecution under this Act shal l  be undertaken by legal Officers of 
the Commission or any Legal Practit ioner appointed by i t .  

Inspection o f  151.-( I )  An order for an i nspection of a poll i ng document or an i nspection 
documents. of a document or any other packet i n  the custody of the Chief N ational Electoral 

Commissioner or any other officer of the Commission may be made by the election 
tribunal  or the court if it is satisfied that the i nspection is requ i red for the purpose 
of i nstituting, main tain ing  or defending an election pet i t ion .  

(2) A document other than a document referred to i n  subsection ( I )  of th is  
section rel at ing to an election and which i s  retained by the Chief National Electoral 
Commissioner or any other officer of the Commission in accordance with this 
section sha l l  be open for inspection on an order made by the Election Tri bunal or 
a Court i n  exercise of i ts powers to compel the production of documents in legal 
proceedi ngs, but shall not otherwi se be open for i nspection .  
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152. Without prejudice to the other provisions of this Act, the Commission 
may deleg&Jte any of its powers and functions to any National Electoral 
Commissioner, Resident Electoral Commissioner, Electoral Officer, any other 
officer of the Commission or any other officer appointed under the provision of 
this  Act subject to any conditions or limitations which it may consider necessary 
or expedient to i mpose and nQ such delegation shall be construed to l imit the 
right of tht: Commission to exercise such power, itself. 

153. The Commission may, subject to the provisions of this Act, i ssue 
regulations, guidel ines, or manuals for the purpose of giving effect to the 
provisions of this Act and for its administration thereof. 

154. The Commission shall have power to conduct civic education and 
enl ightenment in the print and electronic media to enhance its functions. 
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• 155. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Act, any defect or error Validation. 

arising from any actions taken by an official of the Commission in relation to any 
notice, form or document made or given or other thing whatsoever done by him 
in pursuance of the provisions of the Constitution or of this Act, or any rules 
made thereunder remain val id, unless oth;:rwise challenged and declared inval id 
by a competent Court of Law or Tribunal.  

1 56. In this Act- Interpretation. 

"appoin tment" i n c l udes appointment to an office,  confi rmation of 
appointment, promotion or transfer ; 

"Area Council" means Area Counci ls  recognized and existing by virtue of 
section 3 (6) of the Constitution and as set out in Part 11 of the First Schedule 
thereof and any additional Area Council provided by an Act of the National 
Assembly in accordance with section 8 (5) of the Constitution ; 

"Association" means a body of persons (corporate or otherwise) who agree 
to act together for any common purpose and i ncludes an association formed 
for any ethnic, social, cultural, occupational or religious purpose ; 

"Attorney-General of the Federatiq_n" means the Chief Law OtTicer of the 
Federation : 

"Authority" i ncludes government or government agency and corporate 
bo�ies ; 

"Chief Electoral . Commissioner" means the Chairman of I ndependent 
National Electoral Commission ; ,. 

· "Civil Servant" means a person employed in the civi l  service of the 
Federation or of a State or Loca·J government ; 

"Clerk" means the Clerk of the National Assembly, Clerk of the State House 
of Assembly, and Clerk of the Legislative House of the Local Government 
Area Council or any person acting in that capacity ; 

"Commission" means the Independent National Electoral Commission 
established by the Constitution ;"Constitution" means the Constitution of the 
Federal Republ ic of N igeria ; 
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''Limvictitm'"' means a pronouncement by a Court or Tribunal that a person 
is guihy of an offence under this Act or under the provisions of the Constitution 
whether or not any punishment is imposed on the person as a result of the 
conviction. Conviction further includes admission by a person in writing, 
verhally, or by conduct that he is guil ty, or have committed or aided and abetted 
the commission of the offence o r  crime concerned ; 

The "Conduct" referred to i n  the latter is, for i nstance, where a person 
reimburses the sums of money or any parts thereof obtained through corrupt 
fll"deticc in order to avoid prosecution ; 

"/Jed.,·ion", means i n  relation to court or tribunal, any determination of that 
court or tribunal and includes a judgment, decree, conviction, sentence, order 
or recommendation ; 

''f.1ection" means any election held under this Act and includes a reterendum ; 

"f.1ectoral Officer" means a staff of the Commission who is the head of the 
Commission's office at a Local Government Area or Area Council  level ; 

"Federation" means the Federdl Republ ic of Nigeria ; 

"Function" includes power and duty ; 

"General Election" means an election held i n  the Federation at large which 
may be at al l levels, and at regular intervals to select officers to serve after the 
expiration of the ful l  terms of their predecessors ; 

"Govemment" includes the Government of the Federation, of a State or of 
a Local Government Area or Area Counci l ,  or any person or organ exercising 
power or authority on i ts behalf ;  

''House" or "Legi.�lative House" means the Senate, House of Representatives, 
House of Assembly of a State and includes the Legislati ve House of a Local 
Government Area or Area Counci l ; 

·'Lead er r�( atr-asstJciation" means every person holding an executive position 
in that association, including in particular, the Chairman, Secretary or Treasurer 
of the association and every member of its committee of management, however 
described ; 

"Leatfer of a political party" means every person holding- an executive 
position in that political party, including in particular, the Chairman, Secretary 
or Treasurer of the poli tical party and every member of its committee of 
management, however described ; 

"LeKal incapacity" means a person disqual i fied under the Constitution or 
the present Act or any other Law, Rules and Regulations from registering as a 
voter or from contesting elections ; 

"Local Go l'ernment" means Local Government recognized and existing by 
virtue of section 3(6) of the Constitution and set out in Parts I and 1 1  of the 
First Schedule thereof and any additional Local Government provided for by 
an Act of the National Assembly i n  accordance with section 8 (5) of the 
Constitution ; 
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"Nutimwl 1\.uemb/y" mean� the Sem1te and the House of Representat ives ; 

··ofTcnsi•·e weapon or miuile'' includes any cannon, gun, rifle. carbine. 
revolver. pistol or any other firearm, bow a nd arrow, spear, cutlass, knife,  
d<�gger. axe.  cuugcl .  or any other th ing capable of bei ng used as a n  offensive 
wca1lon or m issi le.  i nc luding teargas, acid, and any inflammable subst;mce 
capable or i nj uring •• person ; 

"O}Jice .. or "Pub/ ic U.llice" me;ms any of the offices the occupation to w hich 
is  hy e lect ion or a ppoi nt ment under this Act ; 

"Petition" mcuns <Ill election petition under this Act ; 

''Polling Agt•nt" means a person represent ing il pol itical party or independent 
candidate at the pol l i ng unit.  ward, Local Government, Federal constituency, 
Senatorial  d istrict . State or Federal collation centres. 

' '/'oiling unit" means the place, enc losure, booth,  shade or house at which 
vot i ng takes ph1ce u nder this Act  ; 

.. l'olilical Jmrty" ind udcs any associat ion of persons whose act i v i t ie s  
inc ludes c;mvassing for votes i n  support of a candidate for e lection under th is  
Act and reg istered by the Commission ; 

"Ptm;rr" i ncludes function ;md d uty ; 
" 

"Prcsidem" means the President of the Federal Republic of N i geria ; 

"Registrar" includes Chief Regi'strar, Deputy Chief Registrar and Registrar 
of other grades of the Supreme Court. Court of Appeal ,  Federal High Court 
and the High Court of a State ; 

"Registration O.llicer" includes supervisory assistant registration officer and 
assistant registration officer ; 

"/?esident Electoral Commi.uioncr" means the Commissioner deployed for 
the t i me hci ng to a State ; 

"Retum" means the declaration by a Return ing Officer of a candidate i n  an 
e lection under this Act as being  the winner of that election ; 

"Scflool Ccrt(ficote" has the mean i ng as defined in the Constitut ion ; 

"Secret Society" has the mean ing as defined in the Constitut ion. 

··.•ittttc" when used ot herwise than i n  reference to one of the component 

parts of the Federal Republic of N igeria shal l inc lude government of a State ; 

"State Commission" means State I ndependent E lectora l  Comm i ss ion 
establ i shed by section 1 97 of the  Consti tution ; 

"Campaigning in public" referred to in section 99 means the campaign that 
commences after the publ ication of the notice of e lection by the commission 
pursuant to section 3 0  of th is  Act. 

Al l  references in this Act to a State in  the Federation shal l ,  where appropriate. 
he deemed to i nc lude references to the Federal Capital Territory. 

A 1 159 



• 

A l l60 

Repeal of the 

Electoral Act 

( No. 2). 2006 

and. I N EC 

Act. Cap 1 5 , 
LFN. 2004. 

Ci tation . 

2010 No. 6 Electoral Act 

157. The Electoral Act, 2006 and Independent National Electoral 
Commission Act, Cap 15, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004 are repealed. 

158. This Act may be cited as the Electoral Act, 20 I 0. 
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FIRST SCHEDULE Section 140 ( 4) and 1 45 ( I )  

RllLE'i 01-' PROCEDURE I-'OR ELECTION PETITIONS 

I .  In this Schedule-

Interpretation 

"Attomey-Generaf' means the Attorney-General of the Federation and includes 
theAttomcy-General of a State where the context admits ; 

"Civil Procedure Rules" means the Civil Procedure Rules of the Federal High 
Court for the time being in force ; , 

"Election" means any election under this Act to which an election petition relates ; 

"Registry" means a Registry set up for an Election Tribunal established by the 
Constitution or this Act or the Registry of the Court of Appeal ; 

"Secretary" means the Secretary of an election Tribunal established by the 
Constitution or this Act and shall include the Registrar of the Court of Appeal or 
any officer or Clerk acting for him ; 

"Tribunal" means an Election Tribunal established under this Act or the Court 
of Appeal ; 

"Tribunal Notice Board'' means a notice board at the Registry or a notice board 
at the place of hearing where notice of presentation of election petition or notice of 
hearing an election petition or any other notice may be given or posted. 

Security for Costs 
2.-( I )  At the time of presenting an election petition, the petitioner shall give 

security for all costs which may become payable by him to a witness summoned on his 
behalf or to a respondent. 

(2) The security shall be of such amount not less than N5,000.00 as the Tribunal 
or Court may order and shall be given by depositing the amount with the Tribunal or 
Court. 

(3) Where two or three persons join in an election petition, a deposit as may be 

ordered under subparagraph (2) of this paragraph of this Schedule shall be sufficient. 

(4) If no security is given as required by this paragraph, there shall be no further 
proceedings on the election petition. 

Presentation of Election Petition 

3.-( I )  The presentation of an election petition under this Act shall be made by 
the petitioner (or petitioners if more than one) in person, or by his Solicitor,\f any, 
named at the foot of the election petition to the Secretary, and the Secretary shall give 
a receipt. 

(2) The Petitioner shall, at the time of presenting the election petition, deliver to 
the Secretary a copy of the election petition for each respondent and ten other copies 
to be preserved by the Secretary. 
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(3} The Secretary sha l l  compare the copies of the election petition received in 
al:cordance with subparagmph (2) of this _paragraph with the origi na l  petition and 
shal l l:ertify t�1em as true copies of the election petition on being satisfied hy the 
l:omparison that they arc true copies of the election petition. 

(4) The petitioner or his Sol ic i tor, as the case may he, shal l ,  at the t i me of 
presenting t he e lection pet i t ion, pay the fees for t he serv il:c and the puhl ication 
of the petit ion, and for cert ify i ng the copies and, in defa u lt of the payment, the 
c lcl:tinn peti t ion s l1<1 l t  he deemed not to have been rel:eivcd: un less the Tri bunal 
or Court otherwise orders. 

Contents of Election Petition 

4.--( I )  An e lect ion pet i t ion under th is  Act shal l-

( a) specify the parties i nterested in the e lect ion pet i t ion : 

(h) specify the right of the pet i t ioner to present the e lection peti tion ; 

{c) state the holding of the e lel:tion, the scores of the candidates and the 
person returned as the winner of the e lection : and 

(d) slate c learly the facts of the e lection pet i t ion and the ground or grounds 
on which the petit ion is based and the rel ief  sought by the peti t ioner. 

(2) The election pet i tion shal l  be divided into paragraphs each of which 
shal l he confi ned to  a d i st inct issue or major facts of the election petit ion, and 
every paragraph shal l  be numbered consecut ive ly. 

( 3 )  The e lection petition shal l  further-

(a) conclude with a prayer or prayers, as for i nstance, that the pet it ioner or 
one of the peti t ioners be declared val idly elected or returned, having pol led 
the h i ghest number of lawfu l  votes cast at the e lect ion or that the e lection may 
be dec lared n u l l i fied, as the case may be ; and 

(b) he s igned by the pet it ioner or a l l  pet it ioners or by the Sol ic i tor, if any, 
named at the foot of the election peti t ion. 

(4) At the foot of the e lection peti t ion there shal l  a lso he stated an address 
of the pet i t ioner for service at which address documents in tended for the pet it ioner 
may be left and i ts occupier. 

( 5 )  The e lection peti t ion shal l he accompanied by-

(a) a l ist of the wi tnesses that the peti tioner intends to ca l l  in proof of the 
pet i t ion ; 

( b) wri tten statements on oath of the witnesses ; and 

(c) copies or l ist of every document to be re l ied (m at  the hearing of the 

pet i t ion.  

(6) A pet it ion which fai ls to comply with sub-paragraph (5)  of this paragraph 
shal l  not be accepted for fi l ing by the secretary. 
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(7)  The dection petition shall  be accompanied by-

(a) a l ist of the wi tnesses that the petitioner i n tends to call i n  proof of the 
petition : 

(b) wri l len statements on oath of the wi tness�s ; and 

(c) copies or l ist of every document to he rel ied on at the heari ng of the 
pet i t ion. 

(X) A petition which fai l s  to comply with suhparagrapb (7) of this paragraph 
shal l not he accepted for fi l i n g  by the Secretary. 

(9) An dection pet ition, which does not comply with,  subparagraph ( t )  of 
this paragraph or any prov ision of that subparagraph is defect i ve and may he 
struck out by the Tribunal  or Court. 

Further Particulars 

5 .  Evidence need not to be stated i n  the election petition , but  the Tri b unal 
or Court may order such further particulars as may he necessary-

(<1) to prevent surprise and unnecessary expense ; 

(b) to ensure fai r  and proper heari ng i n  the same way as i n  a c i v i l action i n  
the Federal High Court ; and 

(c) on such terms as to costs or otherwise as may be ordered by the Tri bunal 
or Court . 

Address of Service 

6. For the pu rpose o f  service of an election petition on the respondents, the 
petitioner shal l furn i sh the Secretary with the address of the respondents' abode 
or the addresses of p l aces where personal  service can be effected on the 
respondents. 

Action by Secretary 

7 .-( I )  On the presentation of an election petition and payment of the 
requisite fees, the Secretary shall forthwi th-

(a) cause notice of the presentation of the election petition, to be served on 
each of the responden ts : 

(b) post on the tribunal notice board a certified copy of the election petition : 
and 

(c) set aside a certified copy for onward transmission to the person or persons 
requi red by law to adj ud icate and determine the election petit ion.  

(2) I n  the notice of presentation of the election petition, the Secretary shall 
state a time. not being less than five days but not more than seven days after the 
date of service of the notice. with i n  which each of the respondents shal l enter .an 
appearance in respect of the election peti tion. 
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(3) In fixing the time within which the respondents are to enter appearance, 
the Secretary shall have regard to-

(a) the necessity for securing a speedy hearing of the election petition ; and 

(b) the distance from the Registry or the place of hearing to the address 
furnished under pamgraph 4(4) of this Schedule. 

Personal Service on Respondent 

8.-( I )  Subject to subparagraphs (2) and (3) of this paragraph, service on 
the respondents-

(tt) of the documents mentioned in subparagraph ( I )  (a) of paragraph 7 of 
this Schedule ; and 

(h) of any other documents required to be served on them before entering 
appearance, shall be personal . 

(2) Where the petitioner has furnished, under paragraph 6 of this Schedule, 
the addresses of the places where personal service can be effected on the 
respondents and the respondents or any of them cannot be found at the place or 
places, the tribunal or court on being satisfied, on an application supported by an 
affidavit showing that all reasonable efforts have been made to effect personal 
service, may order that service of any document mentioned in subparagraph ( I )  
of this paragraph be effected in any ways mentioned in the relevant provisions of 
the Civil Procedure Rules for effecting substituted service i n  Civil cases and that 
service shall be deemed to be equivalent to personal service. 

(3)  The proceedings under the election petition shall not be vitiated 
notwithstanding the fact that-

(a) the respondents or any of them may not have been served personally ; or 

(b) a document of which substituted service has been effected pursuant to 
an order made under subparagraph (2) of this pamgraph did not reach the 
respondent, and in either case, the proceedings may be heard and continued or 
determined as if the respondents or any of them had been served personally 
with the document and shall be valid and effective for all purposes. 

Entry of Appearance 

9.-( I )  Where the respondent intends to oppose the election petition, he 
shall-

( a) within such time after being served or deemed to have been served with 
the election petition ; or 

(h) where the Secretary has stated a time under paragraph 7(2) of this 
Schedute, within such time as is stated by the Secretary, enter an appearance 
by fi l ing in the registry a memorandum of appearance stating that he intends 
to oppose the election petition and giving the name and address of the solicitor, 
if any, representing him or stating that he acts for himself, as the case may be, 
and, in either case, giving an address for service at which documents intended 
for him may be left or served. 
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(2) I f  an address for service and its occupiers are not stated, the memorandum 
of appcarann: sha l l  he deemed not to have been fi led, unless the tribunal or court 
otherw ise orders. 

(3 )  The memorandum of appearance shall be s igned by the respondent or 
h i s  sol ic i tor, i f  <my. 

(4) At the t i me of  fi l ing the memorandum of appearance, the respondent or 
his sol ic i tor. as the case may he, shal l-

(a)  h:avc a copy of the memorandum of appearance for each of the other 
parties to the election pet i t ion and three other copies of the memorandum to 
he preserved by the Secretary ; and 

(b) pay the Ices for service as may he prescribed or d irected by the Secretary 
and in default of the copies be ing left and the fees being paid at the t i me of 
fi l ing the memorandum of appearance, the memorandum of appearance sha l l  
he  deemed not to  have hecn fi led, unless the  tribunal or  court otherwi se orders. 

(5)  A respondent who has a pre l im inary objection against the hearing of the 
election peti t ion on grounds of law may fi le a condi t ional memorandum of 
appearance. 

Non-filling of Memorandum of Appearance 

1 0.--( I )  I f  the respondent does not fi le a memorandum of appearance as 
required under paragraph 9 of th i s  Schedule, a document i n tended for serv ice on 
h im may be posted on the Tri bunal notice board and that shal l  be suffic ient notice 
of serv ice of the document on the respondent. 

(2) The non-fi l l i ng of a memorandum of appearance shal l ,  not bar the 
respondent from defending the election petit ion if the respondent fi les his reply 
to the election pet i t ion in  the Registry with in a reasonable t i me, but,  i n  any case, 
not later than twenty-one (2 1 )  days from the receipt of the e lect ion pet i t ion.  

Notice of Appearance 

1 1 . The Secretary shal l  cause copies of the memorandum of appearance to 
he served on, or its notice to be given to the other parties to the election pet i t ion.  

Filing of Reply 

1 2 .--( I )  The respondent sha l l ,  with in 1 4  days of serv ice of the pet i t ion on 
him fi le in the Regi stry h i s  reply, specifying in it which of the facts a l leged in the 
e lection pet i t ion he admi ts and which he den ies, and setting out the facts on 
which he re l ics in opposi t ion to the election petit ion.  

(2) Where the respondent in  an election peti tion, compla in ing of an undue 
return and c la iming the seat or office for a pet i t ioner intends to prove that the 
c la im is  incorrect or false, the respondent in  his reply sha l l  set out the facts and 
figures clearly and d is t inctly disprov ing the c la im of the peti t ioner. 
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(3 )  The reply may be s igned by the respondent or the sol ic i tor representing 
h im,  if any and shall state the name and address of the sol ic i tor at which subsequent 
processes shal l  be served ; and shal l be accompanied by copies of documentary 
evidence, l ist of wi tnesses and the wri tten statements on oath .  

(4)  At the t ime of fi l ing  the reply, the respondent or h i s  Sol ic i tor, if  any, 
shal l kave w ith the Secretary copies of the reply for services on the other parties 
to the e lection pet i t ion with ten ( IO) extra copies of the reply to be preserved by 
the Secretary, and pay the fees for service as may be prescri bed or d i rected by the 
Secretary, and in default  of leaving the required copies of the reply or paying  the 
fees for service, the reply sha l l  be deemed not to have been fi led, unless the 
Tri bunal or Court otherwise orders. 

Service of Reply 

1 3 . The Secretary shall  cause a copy of the rep! y to be served on each of the 
other parties to the election peti t ion.  

Amendment of Election Petition and Reply 

1 4.-( l )  Subject to subparagraph (2) of this paragraph, the provis ions of 
the C iv i l  Procedure Ru les relating to amendment of pleadi ngs shal l  apply in  
re lation to an  election peti tion or  a reply to the  election petit ion as  i f  for the 
words "any proceedings" in those provisions there were substi tuted the words 
"the electio�z petition or reply". 

(2) A fter the expiration of the t ime l i mited by-

( a) Section 1 34 ( I )  of this Act for present ing the e lect ion peti t ion ,  no 
ameudrm:nt shal l be made : 

( i) i n troducing any of the requirements of subparagraph ( I )  of paragraph 
4 of th is  Schedule not contained in the original Election peti t ion fi led, or 

( ii) effecting a �;ubstantial alteration of the ground for, or the prayer in ,  
the election petition , or 

( ii i )  except anyth ing which  may be done under the prov i s ions of 
subparagraph (2) (a) (ii) of th is paragraph, effect ing a substantial al teration 
of or addi tion to, the statement of facts rel ied on to support the ground for, 
or sustain the prayer i n  the election petition ; and 

(h) paragraph 1 2  of the Schedule for fi l ing  the reply, no amendment shal l  
be made : 

(i) al leging that the c la im of the seat or office by the pet it ioner is incorrect 
or false ; or 

( i i )  except  anyth i n g  wh ich  may be done under the  prov i s ions  of 
subparagraph (2 )  (a) (ii) of th is  paragraph ,  effecti ng any s ubstant ial 
al teration i n  or addi tion to the admiss ions  or the denia ls  contained i n  the 
original  reply fi led, or to the facts set out in the reply. 
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Particulars of Votes Rejected 

1 5 .  When a petitioner claims the seat a l leging that he bad the h ighest number 
of valid votL·s cast at the e lection, the party defending the e lection or return at the 
e lection sha l l  set out c learly in  his reply part iculars of the votes, if any, which he 
objects to and the reasons for his  objection against such votes, showing how he 
inh:nds to prove ut the hearing that the petitioner i s  not entit led to succeed. 

Petitioner's Reply 

1 6.-( I )  If a person in his reply to the election petition mises new issues of facts 
in defence of his case which the petition has not dealt with, the petitioner shall be 
entitled to tile in the Registry, within five (5) days from the receipt of the respondent's 
reply. a petitioner's reply in answer to the new issues of fact, so however that-

( a) the petit ioner sha l l  not at this stage be entit led to bring in new facts, 
grounds or prayers tending to amend or add to the contents of the pet i t ion 
fi led by h im ; and 

(b )  the pet i t ioner 's  rep l y  does not run counter to the prov is ions  of 
subparugraph ( I )  of paragraph 1 4  of this Schedule.  

(2) The t ime l i mited by subparagraph ( I )  of this paragraph shal l  not be 
extended. 

(3)  The petit ioner in provi n g  his case shal l  have 1 4  days to do so and the 
respondent sbull h<J ve 1 4  days to reply. 

l<'urther Particulars or Directives 

1 7  . -( I ) If a party in an e lection petition wishes to have further part iculars 
or other directions of the Tri bunal or Court, he may, at any ti me after entry of 
appearance, but not later than ten days after the fi l ing of the reply, apply to the 
Tribunal or Court speci fying in his notice of motion the d irection for which he 
prays and the motion sha l l ,  unless the Tribunal or Court otherwise orders, be set 
down for hearing on the first ava i lable day. 

(2)  If a party does not apply as provided in subparagraph ( I )  of this 
paragraph . he sha l l  be taken to require no further particu lars or other directions 
and the party shal l  he barred from so applying after the period laid down in 
subparagraph ( I )  of this paragraph has lapsed. 

(3) Supply or further particulars under this paragraph shal l  not entit le the 
party to go beyond the am hit of supply ing such further part iculars as have been 
demanded by the other party. and embark on undue amendment of, or addit ions 
to, his peti tion or reply, contrary to paragraph 14 of this Schedule .  

Prc-hearing Session and Scheduling 

I X . --( I )  Within 7 days after the fi l i ng  and service of the peti tioner ' s rep l y 
on the respondent or 7 days after the fi l i ng  and serv ice of )he respondent's reply, 
wh ichever is the case. the peti tioner shal l  apply for the �suance of pre-heari ng 
notice as in Porm TF 007. 
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( 2 )  U pon appl icat ion by a pet i t ioner under s u bc-paragraph ( I )  of t h i s  
paragraph, the tribunal o r  court shal l  i ssue t o  the parties o r  their Legal Pract i t ioners 
( i f  any)  a pre-heari ng  conference notice as in Form TF 007 accompan ied by a 
pre-hearing i nformation sheet as i n  Form TF 008 for-

( a) the d i sposal of a l l  matters which can be dealt w i th  on i nterlocutory 
appl ication ; 

(h) g iv i ng such d i rections as to the future course of the pet i t ion as appear 
best adapted to secure its j ust, expedit ious and economical  d i sposal in v iew of 
the urgency of e lection peti t ions ; 

(c) g iv i ng d i rections on order of w i tnesses to be ca l led and such documents 
to be tendered by each party to prove their cases hav ing in view the need for 
the e xped it ious d i sposal of the petit ion ; and 

(d) fi x i n g  c lear dates for hearing of the pet i t ion .  

( } ) The  res pondent  may b r i n g  the  app l i ca t i on in  accordance  w i th  
subparagraph (I) where the  pet i t ioner fa i l s  to  do so, or by motion which sha l l  be 
served on the pet i t ioner and returnable i n  3 clear days, app ly  for an order to 
d ismiss the pet i t ion.  

(4) Where the pe.ti tioner and the respondent fai l  to bring an appl ication under 
this paragraph, the tribunal or court shal l d ismiss the petition as abandoned petition 
and no appl ication for extension of time to take that step shal l be fi led or entertained. 

( 5 )  Dismissal  of a pet i t ion pursuant to subparagraphs ( 3 ) and (4) of th i s  
paragraph i s  fi na l ,  and the tr ibunal o r  court shal l  b e  functus (J[ficio. 

(6 )  At the pre-hearing  session,  the tri bunal  or court shal l enter a schedu l i n g  
Order for-

(a) jo in ing other parties to the pet i t ion ; 

(b) amendi ng peti tion or reply or any other processes ; 

(c) fi l ing and adoption of written addresses on al l i n terlocutory appl ications ; 

(d) addit ional pre-hear ing session ; 

(e) order of w i tnesses and tendering  of documents that w i l l  be necessary 
for the expedit ious disposal of the petit ion ; and 

(f) any other m atters that w i l l  promote the quick d isposal of the pet i t ion in 
the c i rc umstances. 

(7) At the pre-hearing session, the tribunal or court sha l l  consider and take 
appropriate action in respect of the fol lowing as may be necessary or desirable -

(a) amendments and further and better part iculars ; 

(b) the admissions of facts, documents and other evidence by consent of the 
parties ; 

(c) formu lation and settlement of i ssues for trial ; 

(d) hearing and determination r} objections on poi nt  of law ; 
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(e) control and schedul ing of d iscovery inspection and production of 
documents, 

(f) narrowing the fie ld of d isput� between certain types of w i tnesses 
especial ly the Commission's staff and wi tnesses that officiated at the e lection, 
by their partici pation at pre-hearing session or in  any other manner ; 

(g) giving orders or directions for hearing of cross-petitions or any particular 
issue in the pet i t ion or for consolidation with other petit ions ; 

( h )  determ in i ng the form and substance of the pre-hearing order ; and 

(i) such other matters as may fac i l i tate the j ust and speedy di sposal of the 
peti tion bearing in mind the urgency of e lection petit ions. 

(8)  At the prc-hearing session, the tribunal or court shal l  ensure that heari ng 
is not delayed by the number of witnesses and obj ections to documents to be 
tendered and shal l  pursuant to paragraphs (b), (e), (h) and (e)  of this paragraph-

(a) allow parties to admit  or exclude documents by consent ; 

(h) d i rec t part ies to streaml ine  the number of witnesses to those whose 
test i monies arc re levant and indispensable .  

(lJ) The prc-hcaring session or series of the pre-hearing sessions wi th respect 
to any petition shal l  be completed within 1 4  days of i ts commencement, and the 
parties and the ir  legal practit ioners shal l  co-operate with the tribunal or court in 
working with in  th i s  t ime table. As far as practicable, pre-hearing sessions shal l  
be held from day to day or adjourned only for purposes of compl iance w i th pre­
hcari ng sessions, unless extended by the Chai rman or the Presiding J ustice. 

( I  0) After a pre-hearing session or series of pre-hearing sessions the tribunal 
or court shall issue a report and this report shall gu ide the subsequent course of 
the proceedings, unless modi fied by the tribunal or court. 

( 1 1 ) If a party or his Legal Practitioner fai l s  to attend the pre-hearing sessions 
or obey a schedul i ng or pre-hearing order or is substant ia l ly unprepared to 
participate in the session or fai l s  to part icipate in good faith, the tribunal  or court 
shall in the case of-

(a) the peti t ioner, d ismiss the petition ; and 

(b) a respondent  enter j udgment agai nst h im.  

( 1 2) Any judgment g iven under subparagraph ( I ! ) of thi s  paragraph, may 
be set aside upon an application made with in  7 days of the j udgment  (wh ich  shal l  
not be extended) w i th an  order as to costs of a sum not less than N20,000.00. 

( 1 3) The application shal l  be accompanied by an undertaking to partic ipate 
effectively in the pre-hearing session jointly s igned by the appl icant and the Legal 
Practit ioner represent ing h im .  

Hearing o f  Petition t o  b e  in  Open Tribunal or <;ourt 

19 .  Every election petition shal l be heard and determined in an open tribunal 
or court. 
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Time and Place of Hearing Petition 

20.-( I )  Subject to the provisions of subparagmph (2) of this paragraph, 
the t ime and place of the hearing of an election pet it ion shall be fixed by the 
Tri bunal or Court and notice of the t ime and place of the hearing, which may be 
as in Form TF. 005 set out in Second Schedule to th is  Act, sha l l  be given by the 
Secretary at least ftve days before the day fixed for the hearing by-

( a) posting the notice on the tribunal notice board ; and 

(b) sending a copy of the notice by registered post or through a messenger 
to the-

(i) pet i t ioner's address for service ; 

( ii) respondent's addresses for service, if any ; or 

(iii) Resident Electora l  Commissioner or the Commission as the case m••Y be. 

(2)  I n  fix ing  the place of hearing, the Tri bunal or Court shal l  have due 
regard to the proximi ty to and accessibi l i ty from the place where the election 
was held. 

Notice of Hearing 

2 1 .  A tribunal or court, as the case may be, shal l  publish the notice of hearing 
by causing a copy of the notice to be displayed in the place which was appointed 
for the deli very of nomination papers prior to the election or in some conspicuous 
place or places within the constituency, but fai lure to do so or any miscarriage of 
the copy of notice of hearing shall not affect the proceedings if  i t  does not occasion 
injustice against any of the parties to the election pet it ion . 

Posting of Notice on Tribunal Notice Board deemed to be Good Notice 

22. The posting of the notice of hearing on the Tribunal notice board shall 
be deemed and taken to be good notice, and the notice shall  not be vit iated by any 
miscarriage of the copy or copies of the notice sent pursuant to paragraph 1 6  of 
this Schedule. 

Postponement of Hearing 

23. -( I )  The Tribunal or Court may, from t ime to t i me, by order made on 
the application of a party to the election pet i tion or at the instance of the Tribuna I 
or Court, postpone the beginning of the hearing to such day as the Tribunal or 
Court may consider appropriate having regard at al l  t imes to the need for speedy 
conclusion of the hearing of the election petit ion. 

(2) A copy of the order shall be sent  by the Secretary by registered post or 
messenger to the Electoral Officer or the Resident Electoral Commissioner or the 

Commission who shall  publ ish the order in the manner provided in paragraph 20 
of this Schedule for publishing the notice of hearing, but fai l ure on the part of the 
Electoral Officer or Resident Electoral Commissioner or the Commission to 
publish the copy of the order of postponement shall  not affect the proceedings in 
any manner whatsoever. 
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(3 )  The Secretary shal l post or cause to be posted on the tribunal notice 
hoard a copy of the order. 

(4) Where the tri bunal or court g ives an order of postponement at its own 
instance, a copy of  the order shal l  be sent by the Secretary by registered post or 
messenger to the address for serv ice given by the petitioner and to the address 
for service, if any, g iven by the respondents or any of them.  

(5)  The provisions of  paragraph 2 1  of  th i s  Schedule shal l  apply to  an order 
or a notice of postponement as they do to the notice of hearing. 

Non-Arrival of Chairman of Tribunal or Presiding Justice of the Court 

24. If the Chairman of the Tribunal or Presiding Justice of the Court has not 
arrived at the appointed t ime for the hearing or at the ti me to which the heari ng 
has been postponed, the hearing shal l ,  by reason of that fact, stand adjourned to 
the following day and so from day to day. 

Hearing continues from Day to Day 

25 .-( I )  No formal adjournment of the Tribunal or Court for the heari ng of 
an, election petition shal l  be necessary, but the hearing shal l be deemed adjourned 
and may be continued from day to day unt i l  the hearing  is concluded, un less the 
Tribunal or Court otherwise di rects as the c i rcumstances may d ictate. 

(2) If the Chai rman of the Tribunal or the Presiding Justice of the Court 
who begins the hearing of an election petit ion is disabled by i l lness or  otherwise, 
the hearing may be recommended and concluded by another Chairman of the 
Tribunal or Presid ing  J ustice of the Court appointed by the appropriate authority. 

Adjournment of Hearing 

26.-( I )  After the hearing of an election pet i tion has begun, if the inqu i ry 
cannot be cont inued on the ensuing day or, if that day is a Sunday or a Publ ic 
Hol iday, on the next day, the hearing shal l not be adjourned sine die but to a 
defini te day to be announced before the ris ing of the Tribunal or Court and notice 
of the day to which the heari ng i s  adjourned shal l forthwi th be posted by the 
Secretary on the notice board. 

(2) The hearing  may be continued on a Saturday or on a Publ ic Hol iday if 
c i rcumstances d ictate. 

Power of C hairman of the Tribunal or the Presiding Justice 

of the Court to Dispose on Interlocutory Matters 

27.-( l )  A l l  interlocutory questions and matters may be heard and d isposed 
of by the Chairman of the Tribunal or the Presiding Justice of the Court who shal l  
have control over the proceedings as a J udge i n  the Federal High Cour.t. 

(2) After the hearing of the election petition is concl uded, if the tribunal or 
court before which it  was heard has prepared its j udgment but the Chairman or 
the Presiding J ustice is unable to del iver i t  due to i l l ness or any other cause, the 
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judgment may he del ivered by one of the members, and the judgment as de l ivered 
shal l  he the jL�dgment of the Tribunal or Court and the member shal l  cert i fy the 
decis ion of the Trihunal or Court to the Resident E lectoral Commissioner, or to 
the Commission.  

Effect of Determination of Election Petition 

28.-( I )  At the conclusion of the hearing, the Trihuna l sha l l  determine 
whether a person whose election or return i s  complained of or any other person, 
and what person, was va l idly returned or e lected, or whether the election was 

void, and shal l  cert ify the determination to the Resident E lectoral Commissioner 
or the Commission. 

(2) If  the tribunal or court has determi ned that the e lection is  i nva l id, then, 
subject to section 1 38 of this Act, where there is an appeal and the appeal fai ls, a 
new e lection shal l  be held by the Commission. 

(3) Where a new e lection is  to be held under the provisions of this paragraph. 
the Commission shal l  appoint a date for the e lection which sha l l  not be later than 
3 months from the date of the determination. 

Withdrawal or Abatement of Petition 

29.-( 1 )  An e lection pet i tion shall  not be withdrawn without leave of the 
Tribunal or Court. 

(2) Where the petit ioners are more than one no appl ication for leave to 
withdraw the election petit ion shall  be made except with the consent of a l l  the 
petit ioners. 

(3) The appl ication for leave to withdraw an election sha l l  be made by motion 
after notice of the appl ication has been g iven to the respondents. 

(4) The notice of motion sha l l  state the grounds on which the mot ion to 
withdraw i s  based, supported with affidavit verify ing  the facts and reasons for 
withdrawal ,  s igned by the petitioner or petitioners in  the presence of the Secretary. 

(5)  At  the t ime of fi l ing  the notice of motion the peti t ioner or peti tioners 
sha l l  leave copies for service on the respondent. 

(6) The peti tioner or peti tioners shal l  atso fi le the affidavits requ i red under 
subparagraph ( 4) of th i s  paragraph together with copies for each respondent and 
pay the fees prescribed or di rected by the Secretary for services. 

Affidavits against Illegal Term of Withdrawal 

30.-( I )  Before the leave for w ithdrawal of an e lection petit ion i s  granted, 
each of the parties to the petition sha l l  produce an affidavit,  stating that-

(a) to the best of the deponent's knowledge and be l ief no agreement or 
term of any k ind whatsoever has been made ; and 

(b) no undertaking  has been entered into, in relation to the withdrawal of 
the peti t ion .. but if any lawfu l  agreement has been made wi th respect to the 
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withdrawal  of the pet i t ion, thb 
.
affidavi t  sha l l  set forth that agreement and sha l l  

make the for�.:go ing s tatement subject to what appears from the affidav i t .  

Time for Hearing Motion for Leave to Withdraw Petition 

3 1 .·- --( I )  The 1 i me for hearing  the mot ion for leave to w i thdraw the e lection 
peti t ion shal l  b.: f ixed hy the Tri buna l or Court . 

( 2 )  The Secretary may give notice of  the day fi xed for the heari ng  of the 
motion to the respondents and post or cause to be posted on the Tri bunal  notice 
hoard a copy of the notice.  

Payment of Costs to Respondents 

32 . l f thc e lect ion pet i t ion is  w i thdrawn, the pet i t ioner sha l l  be l i able to pay 
appropriate costs to the respondents or any of them un less the Tribunal  or Court 
otherwise orders. 

A batement of Proceedings in Election Petition 

33 .---( I )  If a sole peti t ioner or the survi vor of several peti t ioners dies,  then, 
subject to subparagraphs (2)  and (3 )  of th is  paragraph, there shal l be no further 
proceed ings on the e lection pet i t ion and the Tri bunal  or Court may stri ke i t  out of 
its cause l i s t .  

(2 )  The death of a peti t i oner shal l not affect h i s  l iabi l i ty for the payment of 
costs prev ious ly  i ncu rred i n  the course of proceedi ngs i n  respect of the e lect ion 
pet i t ion prior to i ts  abatement. 

(3)  Where notice, w i th copies for each party to the election pet it ion supported 
by the affidav i t  of two w i tnesses test i fy ing  to the death of a sole peti t ioner or of 
the surv i vor of several pet i t ioners, is g i ven to the Secretary, he shal l submi t  the 
notice to the tribunal or  court and if the Tri bunal or Court so d irects, the Secretary 
shal l-

(u)  serve notice thereof on the other parties to the pet i t ion ; 

(b) post or cause to be posted a notice thereof on the Tribunal notice board ; 
and 

(c) cause notice thereof to be pub l i shed in conspicuous p l aces in the 
const i tuency, in  such for m  as the Tribunal or Court may d i rect .  

Notice of no Opposition to Petition 

34.-( I )  I f  before the hL·aring of an e lection pet i t ion,  a respondent ,  other 
than the E lectora l  Officer. the Return ing  Officer or Presid ing Officer, g i ves to 
the Tribunal or Court not ice i n  \Hi t ing s igned by him or his So l ic i tor before the 
Secretary that he does not in tend to oppose the e lect ion pet i t ion,  the Secretary 
shal l-

(a)  serve notice thereof on the other parties to the elect ion peti t ion : and 

(h) post or cause to be posted a notice thereof on the Tribunal  notice board . 

A 1 1 73 



A 1 174 20 1 0  No. 6 Electoral Act 

(2) The respondent shal l  fi le  the notice with a copy for each other party to 
the election peti t ion not less than s ix  days before the day appoi nted for heari ng 
of  the e lection pet it ion.  

(3) A respondent who has given notice of his i ntention not to oppose the 
e lection peti t ion shal l  not appear or act as a party against  the e lection peti t ion in 
any proceeding on i t ; but the g iv ing of the notice shal l not of i tself cause him to 
cease lo be a respondent. 

Countermand of Notice of Hearing 

35 .-( I )  Where a notice of the-

(a) petitioner's intention to apply for leave to withdraw an election petition ; 

(b) death of the sole peti t ioner or the survi vor of several petit ioners ; or 

(c) respondent's i ntention not to oppose an e lection petit ion,  i s  recei ved 
after notice of heari ng of the election petition has been given,  and before the 
hearing has begun ,  the Secretary shall forthwith countermand the notice of 
hearing. 

(2) The countennand shal l  be g iven i n  the same manner, and, as near as 
may be , as the notice of hearing. 

Discretion of Tribunals or Court if no Reply 

36 .-Where the respondent has not entered an appearance, or has not fi led 
h is  rep ly  with in  the prescribed ti me or wi th in  such t i me as the tri bunal or court 
may have a l lowed, or has given notice that he does not intend to oppose the 
peti t ion. then if--

(a) there remains no more than one other candidate in the election who was 
not returned ; 

(b) the e lection petit ion contai ns no prayer for a determination that the 
e lection was void ; 

(c) there are no facts or grounds stated i n  the election petition or i n  the reply, if 
any, or stated in  any further particulars filed i n  the proceedings or otherwise 
appearing on proof of which i t  ought to be determined that election was void ; or 

(d) the election petition is one compla in ing of undue return and c la i ming 
the seat or office for the candidate who was not  returned and the respondent 
has not rai sed any formal or  wri tten objections to any of the votes re l i ed on by 
the pet i t ioner, the Tri bunal  or Court may, if i t  deems fi t, determine  the 
proceedings on the e lection pet i t ion w i thout hearing  e v idence or further 
ev idence, and in any case, the proceedi ngs shal l  be cont inued and determi ned 
on such ev idence or otherwi se as the Tribunal or Court may deem necessary 
for the fu l l  and proper determi nation of the election peti t ion.  

Fees 

37 .-( I )  The fee payable on the presentation of an election peti t ion shall  
not be less than NI,OOO.OO. 
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(2) A heari ng fee shal l  he payable for the hearing at the rate of N-40.00 per 
tlay of the hearing hut not exceedi ng N-2,000.00 i n  a l l ,  but the Tribunal or Court 
may d i rect a d i fferent fee to be charged for any day of the hearing. 

(3) For the purpose of subparagraph (2) of this paragraph, the petitioner shall 
make a deposit of not less than N-2,000.00 at the time of presenting his petition. 

(4) Suhject to the prov isions of this paragraph, the fees payable in connection 
wi th �m e lection petition s haH be at the rate prescribed for c i v i l  proceedings i n  
the Federal High Court. 

(5) No fees shall be payable by the Attorney-General of the Federation 
(acting i n  person or through any other legal officer) or by a respondent w ho was 
the Commission or any of its officers appointed pursuant to the prov is ions of th is  
Act. 

(6) No fees shal l be payable for the summoning of witnesses by the Tribunal 
or Court at i ts own instance. 

Allocation of Costs 

3X.---( I )  All costs, charges and expenses of and incidental to the presentation 
of an e lection petit ion ami to the proceed ings consequent thereon, wi th  the 
exception of such as arc otherwise prov ided for, shal l  be defrayed hy the parties 
to the elect ion pet i t ion in such manner and in such proportions as the Tribunal or 
Court may determi ne,  regard being had to the-

(a) dtsaHowance of any costs, charges or expenses, which may in the opin ion 
of the Tribunal or Court have been caused by vexatious conduct, unfounded 
al legation or unfounded objection on the part of the pet i t ioner or of the 
respondent, as the case may be ; and 

(b) discouragement of any needless expenses by throwing the burden of 
defmying the expenses on the party by whom i t  has been caused ; whether that 
party is or i s  not on the whole successfu l .  

(2 )  Where the Tribunal or  Court declares an  e lection to be void, i t  may, i f  
satisfied that the invalid i ty was due either wholly o r  in  part t o  the culpable default 
of an officer respons ible for the conduct of the election in the performance of h i s  
duties, order that the whole or  part of  the cost awarded to  the successful petit ioner 
he paid by that officer. 

Return of Security 

3(). Money deposited as security shall, when no longer needed as security for 
costs, charges or expenses, he returned to the person in whose name it was dcposiLed 
or to the person entit led to receive it by order of the Tri bunal or Court which may be 
made on motion after notice and proof that al l  just claims ha.lie been satisfied or 
otherwise sufficiently provided for as the Tribunal or Court may. require. 

Payment of Costs out of Security 

40.-( I )  The Tri bunal or Court may, on appl ication made by a person to 
whom costs, charges or expenses i s  payable, order i t  to be p.aid out of a deposi t  
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made to secure i t ,  after notice to the party by or on whose behal r the deposi t  was 
made, requiring h im to fi le a statement within a specified t ime whether he opposes 
the app l ication and the ground of his  opposi tion.  

( 2)  Where a dispute arises on an appl ication under subparagraph ( I )  of th i s  
paragraph, the tribunal or  court shall afford every person affected by  the dispute an 
opportunity of being heard and shall make such order there on as it may deem rit. 

( 3 )  A person shal l be deemed to have been afforded the opportunity of being 
heard if  notice of the appointed time for the i nquiry into the dispute was given to 
h i m, though the person may not have been present at the making of the inquiry. 

(4) A notice to be given to a person under th is  paragraph may be gi ven by 
the Secretary handing h i m  the notice or sending it to h i m  by registered letter in 
the case of -

(a) a party, at the address for service ; 

(h)  an appl ication for payment, at the address g iven i n  h i s  appl ication, so 
however, that the provis ions of this  subparagraph shal l  not prec l ude the g iv ing 
of notice in any other manner i n  which notice may be gi ven or which may be 
authorized by the tribunal or court. 

(5) Execution may be levied under an order for payment made by the tribunal 
or court under th i s  paragraph in  the same manner and to the same extent as 
execution may be lev ied under j udgment for the payment of money. 

Evidence of Hearing 

4 1 .-( 1) Subject to any statutory provision or any prov is ion  of these 
paragraphs relating to evidence, any fact required to be proved at the hearing of 
a petition shall be proved by written deposition and oral examination of witnesses 
in open court. 

(2) Documents which parties consented to at the pre-hearing session or other 

exhibits shal l be tendered from the Bar or by the party where he is not represented 
by a legal practitioner. 

' 

(3) There shal l be no oral examination of a witness during h is  e vi dence-in­
chief except to lead the witness to adopt his  written deposit ion and tender in 
ev idence a l l  disputed documents or other exhibits referred to i n  the depos ition. 

(4) Real ev idence shal l  be tendered at the hearing. 

(5 ) The Tribunal or Court may, at or before the hearing of a petition order 

or di rect that evidence of any particular fact be gi ven at the hearing i n  such 

manner as may be specified by the order or direction . 

(6) The power conferred by subparagraph (5) of this paragraph extends i n  

particular to ordering o r  directing that evidence o f  any particular fact be gi ven at 

the trial-

(a) by statement on oath of information or bel ief ; 
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(b) by the production of documents or entries in books ; or 

(c) in the case of a fact which i s  of common knowledge ei ther general l y  or 
in a particular district by the production of a specified newspaper which contai ns 
a statement of that fact. 

(7) The Tribunal or Court may, at or before the hearing of a peti t ion order 
or direct that the nu mber of wi tnesses who may be cal led at the hearing be l i mi ted 
as spec ified by the order or d i rection. 

(R) Save with leave of the Tribunal or Court, after an appl icant has shown 
exceptional c ircumstances, no document, plan, photograph or model shall be 
rece ived in evidence at the hearing of a petit ion unless i t  has been l i sted or fi led 
along with the peti tion in  the case of the pet i tioner or fi led along with the reply i n  
the case of the respondent.  

(9) Such leave may be granted with costs save where in  the c i rc umstance 
the tribunal or court cons iders otherwise. 

Calling of Witnesses 

42 .-( I )  On the heari n g  of an election petit ion,  the Tribunal or Court may 
summon a person as a w i tness who appears to the tribunal or court to have been 
concerned in the election.  

(2) The Tribunal or Court may examine a witness so summoned or any other 
person in the tribunal or court al though the witness or person is not cal led and 
examined by a party to the election petition,  and thereafter he may be cross­
examined by or on behalf of the petitioner and the respondent. 

(3) The expenses of a wi tness cal led by the tribunal or court at its own 
instance shal l ,  unless the Tribunal or Court otherwise orders, be deemed to be 
costs of the e lection petition and may, if the Tribunal or Court so d i rects, be paid 
in  the first instance by the Secretary in  the same way as State witness' expenses 
and recovered in such manner as the tribunal or court may d i rect. 

(4) Where the Tribunal or Court summons a person as a w i tness under this 
paragraph, the prov isions of the Civi l  Procedure Rules relating to the expenses of 
persons ordered to atten d  a hearing shall apply as if they were part of th is  
paragraph. 

· 

· (5) The Tribunal or Court shall-

(a) i n  mak ing  -and carryin g  i nto effect an order for the production and 
inspection of documents used in the election ; and 

(b) i n  the examination of any wi tness who produces or '!Yil l  produce a 
document, ensure that the way i n  which the vote of a particular person has 
been given shal l not be disclosed. 

Privileges of a Witness 

43.-( l )  A person called as a witness in a proceeding i n  the Tribunal or 
Court shall not be excused from answering a question relating to an offence or 
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connected with an election on the grounds that the answer thereto may incri11_1inatc 
or tend to incriminate him, or on the ground of privi lege. 

(2)  A witness who answers truly al l  questions which he is required by the 
tribunal or court to answer shal l  be entitled to receive a certi ficate of indemnity 
under the hand of the Charrman or the Tribunal or Presiding J ustice of the court 
stating that the w itness has so answered. 

(3) An answer by a person to a question before the Tribunal or Court shalt  
not. except i n  the case of a criminal proceeding for perjury i n  respect of the answer, 
he admissible in any proceeding, civil  or criminal, in evidence against him. 

( 4) When a person has received a certificate of indemnity in relation to an election 
and legal proceedings are at any time brought against him for an offence against the 
provisions of thi'i Act, committed by him prior to the date of the certificate al or in 
relation to that election, the Tribunal or Court having cognizance of the case shall, on 
proof of the certificate, stay the proceeding, and may, at its discretion award to that 
person such costs as he may have been put to in the proceeding. 

Evideru:e of Respondent 

44. At the hearing of an election petition complaining of an undue return and 
claiming the seat or office for a petitioner, the respondent may, subject to the provisions 
of subparagraph (2) of paragraph 12 of this Schedule, give evidence to prove that the 
election of the petitioner was undue in the same manner as i f  he were the person 
presenting the election petition complaining of the election. 

Enlargement and Abridgement of Time 

45.-( 1 )  The Tnbunal or Court shall have power, subject to the provisions of 
section 1 34 of this Act and paragraph 1 1  of this Schedule, to enlarge time for doing 
any act or taking any proceedings on such terms (if any) as the justice of the case may 
require except otherwise provided by any other provision of this Schedule. 

(2) An enlargement of time JTYdY be ordered although the application for the 
enlargement is not made until after the expiration of the time appointed or allowed. 

(3) When the time for delivering a pleading or document or tiling any affidavit, 
answer or document, or doing anything or act is or has been fixed or limited by any of 
the sections, paragraphs or rules under or in pursuance of this Act or by a direction or 
an order of the Tribunal or Court, the costs of an application to extend the time, where 
allowed or of an order made there on shall be borne by the party making the application 
unless the tribunal or court otherwise orders. 

( 4) Every application for enlargement or abridgement of time shaH be supported 
by affidavit. 

(5) An application for abridgement of time may be ex parte, but the-Tribunal or 
Court may require notice of the application to be given to the other parties to the 
election petition. 
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(6) An application for enlargement of time shall be made by motion after notice 
to the other party to the election petition but the Tribunal or Court may, for good cause 
shown hy atlidavit or otherwise, dispense with the notice. 

(7)  A copy of an order made for enlargement or abridgement of time shall be 
lilecl or delivered together with any document filed or delivered by virtue of the order. 

Hearing in a Petition 

46.-( I )  When a petition comes up .for hearing and neither party appears, the 
Tribunal or Court shal l ,  unless there are good reasons to the contrary, strike out the 
petition and no application shall be brought or entertained to re-l ist it. 

(2) When a petition comes up for hearing, if the petitioner appears and the 
respondent does not appear the petitioner may prove his petition so far as the burden 
of proof lies upon h im and the tribunal or court shall enter a final judgment in the 
petition. 

(3) When a petition comes up tor hearing, if the respondent appears and the petitioner 
does not appear. the respondent shall be entitled to final judgment dismissing the petition. 

(4) Documentary evidence shal l  be put in and may be read or taken as read 
by consent. 

(5) A party shal l c lose his case when he has concluded his ev idence and 
ei ther the peti t ioner or respondent may make oral application to have the case 
closed . 

(6) Notwithstanding subparagraph (5)  of this pamgraph, the tribunal or court 
may suo-motu where it considers that either party fai l s  to conclude i ts case within 
a reasonable t ime, close that party's case. 

(7) The Secretary shal l  take charge of every document or object put in as 
exhibit during the hearing of a petition and shall  mark or label every exhib i t  with 
a letter or letters indicating the party by whom tl:le exhibit i s  put in (or .where 
more convenient the w itness by whom the exhibit is  proved) and with a num ber  
so  that a l l  the exhibits pu t  i n  by  a party (or proved by  a witness) are n u mbered in  
one consecutive series.  

(8)  The Secretary shal l cause a l i st of al l the exhibi ts in the petition to be 
made which when completed sha l l  form part of the record of the proceedings. 

(9) For the purpose of subparagraph (8) of this paragraph, a bundle of 
documents may be treated and counted as one exhibit .  

( I  0) When the party beginning h as concluded h is  evidence, if the oth�r 
party does not intend to cal l evidence, the party beginning shal l  within 1 0  days 
after c lose of ev idence fi l e  a written address. Upon being served with the written 
address, the other party shal l within 7 days fi l e  h i s  own written address. 

( 1 1 ) Where the other party cal l s  evidence, he shal l  w i thin 10 days after the 
close of its evidence fi le a written address. 
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( 1 2) Upon being served with other party's written address the party beginning 
shal l  w i th in  7 days fi l e  h i s  written address. 

( 1 3 ) The party who fi les the first address shal l  have a right of  rep ly on 
points of law on ly and the reply shall be fi led with in  5 days after serv ice of  the 
other party ' s  address. 

( 1 4 ) Where the other party cal l s  ev idence. he sha l l  w i th in  1 0  days after the 
close of its ev idence fi le a wri tten address. 

( 1 5 )  Upon being served with other pmty 's wri tten address the party beginning 
shal l wi th i n  7 days file h i s  wri tten address. 

( 1 6 ) The party who fi les the first address shal l have a right of reply on 
points of l aw only and the reply shal l  he fi led with in  5 days after serv ice of the 
other party 's address. 

Motions and Applications 

47.-( I )  No motion shal l  be moved and a l l  motions shal l come up at  the 
pre-hcaring session except in  extreme c ircumstances with leave of Tri bunal or 
Court . 

( 2 )  W hereby these Ru les any appl ication i s  authorised to be made to the 
Tri bunal or Court, such app l ication shal l  be made by motion which may he 
supported by affidavit and sha l l  state under what rule or l aw the appl ication is 
brought and shal l be served on the respondent. 

( 3 )  Every such appl ication shal l  be accompanied by a wri tten address in 
support of the re l iefs sought. 

( 4) Where the respondent to the motion i n tends to oppose the appl ication, 
he shal l  w i th in  7 days of the service on h i m  of such appl ication fi le his written 
address and may accompany it wi th a counter affidavit .  

( 5 )The applicant may, on being served w i th the wri tten address of the 
responden t  fi le  and serve an address in reply on points of law wi th i n  3 days of 
being served and where a counter-atfidavit  is served on the app l i cant he may fi le 
further affidavit  w i th h i s  reply. 

Service of Notice 

48.-( I )  Where a summons, notice or document, other than a notice or 
document mentioned i n  subparagraph ( I )  of paragraph 7 of th is  Schedule,  is 
required to be served on a person for a purpose connected with an election petition. 
it may be served by deli vering i t  to the person or by leaving i t  at his last known 
place of abode in the constituency wi th any person there found who is  a res ident 
of the abode and appears to be 1 8  years of age or more. 

( 2 )  A fter a party has given an address for service it shal l  be sufficient if, in 
l ieu of serv ing h im personal ly with a document i ntended for h i m, the document is 
served on the person-
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(o)  appeari n g  on the pa pt:r last  fi led on h i s  beh a l f as h i s  Sol i c i tor w he re ve r  

the person m a y  he found or ,  i f  the  person i s  n o t  fou n d  a t  h i s  offi ce,  on t h e  c lerk 

there appare n t l y  in charge ; or 

(/J)  named as occupier  i n  h i s  address for serv ice w he re v e r  the  person may 

be found or,  i f  the  person i s  not fou n d  at  the  address,  on-

( i )  the person there found appare n t l y  i n  charge, if  such address is  a p l ace 

or b u s i n e s s ,  or 

( ii )  a person , other than a domest ic  servan t,  there fou n d  who is a res ident  

of  the address  and appears to be I X years  of  age or more. 

(3) r\ part y may c hange h i s  address for serv ice by g i v i n g  not ice o f  h i s  new 

addres s  for serv i c e  and i t s occupier to t he Secretary and to eac h party to the 

e l ec t i on pet i t ion,  hut, u ,; t i i  a not ice,  is recei ved by the Secretary, h i s  old address 

for serv ice s h a l l  co1�t i n uc to  he h i s  address for serv i c e .  

(4) Where serv ice by o n e  of  t h e  modes spec i fied i n  th is  paragraph h a s  proved 

i mpracticable. the Trihunal l)r Court may. on being satisfied, on an appl ication supported 

by an affidavit  show ing what has been done, that a l l  reasonable efforts have been 

made to effect servi ce-

(o)  order t h at serv i ce he e ffected i n  a n y  of the  ways m e n t ioned i n  the  

prov i s i o n s  of  the C i v i l  Proced ure R u l e s  re l at i n g  to s ubst i t uted serv i ce w h i c h  

serv ice s h a l l  h e  s u ffi c i e n t ; or 

(/J )  d i spense w i t h  serv i c e  or notice as the tri b u n a l  or court deems fi t .  

Two o f  more Candidates a s  Respondents 

49. Two or more cand idates may he made respon dents to the same peti t i on 

and t h e i r  case may, for t h e  sake of conven i ence be h eard at the  same t i me b u t  for 
a l l  purposes ( i n c l u d i n g  the tak i ng of sec urity) the elect ion pet i tion sha l l he dee med 

to he a separate pe t i t i o n  agai n s t  each of the respondents .  

Consolidated Petitions 

50. Where two or more pet i t i ons arc presented in rel at ion to the same e l ect ion 

or ret u rn ,  a l l  the pet i t ions  s h a l l  be conso l i dated. cons idered and be dea l t  w i th as 

one pet i t i on u n less  the Tri b u n a l  or Court sha l l otherw i se d i rect  in order to do 

j us t i ce or an obj e c t i on aga i n st  one or more of the pet i t ions h as been u p h e l d  hy 

the Tri b u n a l  or Cour t .  

Electoral Officer, etc. a s  Respondents 

5 1 .-( I )  Where an e l ect ion pet i t ion compl a i n s  of the conduct of an Elec toral 

Officer, a Prc.� i d i n g  O ff icer, R e t urn i n g  O ffi cer  or a n y  o t h e r  offi c i a l  of t h e  

Com m i ss i on he  s ha l l  for a l l  purposes b e  dee med t o  h e  a respondent  and j o i ned i n  

the e l ect ion pet i t i on  as a necessary party, b u t  an  E lectoral O ffi cer, a Pre s i d i n g  

Officer, Ret u rn i ng O fficer or any other offi c i a l  of t h e  Com m i ss i o n  sh a l l  n o t  h e  at 

l i be rty to dec l i ne from opposi n g  the pet i ti on except w i th the w r i tten consent  of 

the A ttorney -Gencral  of the Federat i o n .  

A 1 181 



A 1 182 

• 

2010 No. 6 Electoral Act 

(2) If consent is  w i thheld by the Attorney-General under suhparagraph ( I )  
of th is  paragraph the Government of the Federation shal l  indemnify the Electoral 
Officer. Pres id ing  O fficer, Returning  Officer or such other offic ia l  of the 
Commi ssion agai nst any costs which may he awarded against h i m  hy the Tri bunal 
or Court in  respect of the election peti tion . 

( } )  Where the Commiss ion,  an Electoral Officer, a Pres id ing O fficer, 
Rcl"urn i ng Officer or any other official of the Commiss ion has heen joi ned as a 
respondent in an election petit ion, a Legal Officer of the Commission or a Legal 
Practit ioner engaged by the Commission or the Attorney-General of the State 
concerned (acting in person or through any of h is  Legal Otl"icers), or the Attorney­
General of the Federation (act ing in person or through any of h is  Legal Officers) 
shal l  represent the Commission Electoral Officer, Pres id ing Officer, Returning 
Officer or other official  of the Commiss ion at the Tribunal or Court.  

(4)  A pr i vate Legal P racti ti oner  engaged by the  Com m i ss i on under 
subparagraph (3)  of this paragraph shal l  be entit led to be paid h i s  professional 
fees and a Legal Officer so engaged shal l  be paid such honorari um as may be 
approved by the Commission. 

Duplicate of Document 

5 2 .  In the absence of express provis ion in th is  Schedule, a party fi l ing any 
document or process paper in connection w i th any step be ing  taken in the 
proceed ings of an election petit ion shal l ,  un less the Secretary otherw i se d i rects, 
leave with the Secretary copies of the document or process paper for serv ice on 
each of the parties to the election petit ion in addit ion to three copies which the 
Secretary may preserve. 

Non-Compliance with Rules, etc. 

53 .-( I )  Non-compl iance wi th any of the prov is ions of th is  Schedule, or 
wi th a rule of practice for the time being operative, except otherwise stated or 
i mpl ied, shal l  not render any proceedi ng void, unless the Tribunal or Court so 
d i rects, but the proceeding may be set aside wholly or in part as i rregular, or 
amended, or otherwise dealt wi th in  such manner and on such terms as the Tri bunal 
or Court may deem fit and just. 

(2)  An appl icat ion to set aside an election peti t ion or a proceeding result ing 
there from for i rregularity or for being a nu l l i ty, shal l  not be al lowed un less made 
with in a reasonable t ime and when the party making the appl ication has not taken 
any fresh step in the proceedings after knowledge of the defect. 

( 3 )  An application to set aside an election petit ion or a proceeding pertain ing 
thereto shal l show clearly the legal grounds on which the appl ication i s  based. 

( 4) An election petit ion shall not be defeated by an objection as to form if  it 
is  possible at the ti me the objection is  raised to remedy the defect e i ther by way 
of amend ment  or as may be d i rected by the Tri bunal or Court.  
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( 5 )  An objection cha l lenging the regu larity or competence of an e lection 
petit ion shal l  be heard and determined after the c lose of plead in gs .  

Application of Rules of  Court 

54. Subject to the express prov i sions of th is  Act, the practice and procedure 
or t he Tri bunal  or the Court in relation to an e lection petit ion sha l l  be as nearly as 
poss ible, s im i lar  to the practice and procedure of the Federal H igh  Court in  the 
exerc i se or its c i v i l  juri sd i ct ion,  and the C i v i l  Procedure R u les shal l apply w i th 
such mod i ficat ions as may be necessary to render them app l icable hav in g regard 
to the pro v is ions of t h i s  Act,  as i f  the peti t ioner and the respondent  were 
respect ive ly  the pla int i ff and the defendant in an ordinary c i v i l  action.  

Practice and Pmccdurc of Court of Appeal and Supreme Court 

55 .  Subject to the prov is ions of this Act, an appeal to the Court or Appeal or to 
the Supreme Court sha l l  be determ i ned in accordance wi th  the practice and 
procedure relating 10  civi l  appeals in  the Court of A ppeal or of the Supreme 
Court, as the C<�se may be, regard being had to  the need for urgency on e lectoral 
matters. 
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Section 28 ( I )  
SECOND SCHEDULE 

I N DEPEN DENT N ATIONAL ELECTORAL COM M I S S I ON OATH/ 
AFFI RMATION OF NEUTRALITY 

I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  do solemnly swear/affirm 

t h a t  I w i l l  be fa i t h fu l  to the  Federa l  R e p u b l i c  of N i g e r i a  ; t h a t  as  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 wi l l  d i scharge my duties to the  best of my 

ab i l i ty in accordance with the Constitution of the Federal Republ ic of N igeria, 
the Electoral Act and the Guidel ines issued by the I ndependent National Electoral 
Commission; that ! wi l l  do the right to all candidates and pol i tical parties according 
to the law w i thout fear or favour, affection or i l l -w i l l .  So help me God. 

Deponent 

Sworn to I Affirmed at. . . . . . . . . .  This . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  day of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

B EI'ORE ME . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Resident Electoral Commissioner 
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Section I 0 ( 4) 
THIRD SCHEDULE 

ELECTORAL ACT, 20 I 0 

SECTION A 

FoRM EC. I 

APPLICATION FOR I NCLUSION I N  REGISTER OF VOTERS 

To the Registration Officer, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Consti tuency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 . . . . . . . .  . 

of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  apply 

to he i ncl uded i n  the Pre l im inary List  of the Register of Voters for the above 
consti tuency upon the grounds : -

1 .  That I am a c i tizen of  N i geria ; 

2 .  That I am 1 8  years or above 1 8  years of age ; 

3. That I am now ord inari ly resident at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

(here state town or village and if possible the street number if known) 

4. And I declare that the above particulars are true to the best of my bel ief 
and-

*(a) that I am not al ready registered in th is  or any other Pre l im inary List  
or Register of Voters under the above Act (or I request that  my name be 
entered in the appropriate l ist) ; or 

*(b)  that I have a lready registered, but w ish my name transferred to the 
area of my new abode . Particular of my former place of res idence are gi ven 
below : 

CODE 

STATE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

LOCAL GOVERNM ENT A REA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

REGISTRATION AREA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

REGISTRATION UNIT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

VOTER' S  N U MB ER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

VOTER ' S NAME . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

A 1 185 
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SECTION B 

A PPLICANT'S OTH ER PARTICULARS ( I N  CAPITALS)  

5 .  N A M E  I N  FULL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
( Family Name First) 

6. OCC U PATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

7 .  1\ G E  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

X.  SEX M A LE (M) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . FEMA LE ( F) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
tJ. A DD RESS (i. e. House Numbe1; Street Name or Name r�{ Village or Hamlet) 

*Signed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

*Right thumb print impressed in the presence t�{ witness to thumb print. 

* Cross out whichever is inapplicable. 
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Section 2 1  ( I )  
ELECTORAL ACT, 20 1 0  

FORM EC. 2 

CLA I M  FOR CORRECTION OF OUR INSERTION OF N A M E  I N  
PRELI M I N A RY LIST 

To the Supervisory Assistant Registration Officer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  WAR D  

I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

or. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  hereby dec lare .  

I .  That I appl ied for i nc lusion i n  the Supplementary List  for the Updatin g  

Register o f  Voters for the above Ward on the . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 0  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

and that my particu lars have been omi tted/inaccurately stated. 

2 .  I am a c i t izen of N i geria. 

3 .  I am 1 8  years of age or over 

4. I am ord inary resident at the above address 

or. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

5 .  I hereby apply for the S upplementary List to be completed/corrected 
accord ingly. 

6. I dec lare that the above particulars are true to the best of my bel ief and 
that I am not a lready reg i stered i n  th is  or any Supplementary List or Regis ter of 
Voters. 

Date Signature or Thumb Print 

A 1187 
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Section 1 9(2) 
FoRM EC. 3 

OBJ ECTION TO N A M E  IN  S U PPLEM ENTARY LIST 

To the Supervi sory/ Assistant Registration Officer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Consti tuency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 . . . . . .  . 

of ................ . . . . . .  Address) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Whose n ame appears i n  the Supplementary List for the above Ward hereby 

g ive notice : 

That I object  to the i n c l us i on i n  such  l i st of the name of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 

whose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  address is given as . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . on the 

fo l lowing grounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

(Here Insert the Grounds) 

I wish to produce the fol lowing w i tnesses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

Signed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Registered Voter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Dated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  th is  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Day of . . . . . . . . . .  20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  
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Section 20 (2)  
FORM EC 3A 

NOTIFICATION OF DEATH OF A PERSON N A M ED 
I N  THE REGISTER OF VOTERS 

To the Registration Officer, . . . . . . . . .  Constituency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 . . . . .  . 

1, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  hereby 

g ive  not ice that . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  the  

Register of Voters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Registration Centre as . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I s  

dead. 

I wish to produce the fol low ing evidence wi tness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Signed 

A 1 1 89 
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Paragraph 4 
FIRST SCHEDULE 

FORM TF 00 1 

ELECTORAL ACT, 20 1 0  

I N  TH E N ATIONAL ELECTION TRI B U NA L/COURT OF APPEAL 

HoLDEN AT . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Petition No . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

The election to the . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  for . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Constituency or 

the otTice of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . held on the . . . . . .  day of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 . . . . .  . 

A. B .  

C .  D.  

E.F. 

G. H.  

Between 

(Plaintiff(s) 

And 

(Respondent(s) 

Petition 

The petition of A .B .  of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (or 

A .B .  of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  and C.D. of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  as 

the case may be) whose names are subscribed. 

Your petitioner A .B .  was a candidate at the above election or claims to 
have had a right to contest or be returned at the above election or was a registered 

poli tical party and your petition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (here state i n  l ike 

manner the right of each petitioner. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . and 

your petitioner(s) state(s) that the election was held on the . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

day of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . when A . B .  (and C.D.) and 

E. F. (and G. H . )  were candidate(s). And your petitioner(s) state(s) that (here stated 

facts and grounds on which the petitioner(s) rely . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
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Wherefore your pct i t ioner(s) pray(s) that i t  may be determined that the said 
E.F. (and G. H . )  was (were) not duly e lected (or returned), and that their (or h is )  
election was void or  that the said A.B.  ( and C.D.)  was (were) elected and ought 
to have been returned, (or as the case may be). 

· 

Signed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

A.B .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .  -. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

C.D. Address for service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  The 

name of any (or our) Sol icitor is . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Or I (or we) 

am (or an:) acting for myself (or ourselves) 

Signed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B .  Petrt ioners) 

. . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . ... . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .  ..c.o. 

S igned before me this . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  day of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Secretary 

A 1 1 91 
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Paragraph 3 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

FoRM TF 002 

ELECTORAL ACT, 20 1 0  

I N  THE N ATIONAL ELECTION TRI B U NA L/COU RT O F  APPEAL 

HoLDhN A:r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Petition No . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Between 

(Petitioner(s) 

And 

(Respondent(s) 

RECEIPT OF PETITION 

Recei ved on the . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . day of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 . . . . . .  at the 

Registry of the Tribunal ,  a petit ion concern ing the election of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  as a 

member. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  the office · 

of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  p urporting  to be signed 

by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ : . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

Dated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  th is . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  day of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

S�cretary 

Secretary for Service on-Respondent 
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Paragraph 7 
FIRST SCHEDULE 

FORM TF 003 

ELECTORAL ACT, 20 I 0 

I N  TH E NATIONAL ELECTION TRI B UNAL/COU RT OF APPEAL 

HoLDEN A r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Petition No . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Between 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... Petitioner( s) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  and . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . Respondent(s) 

To Respondent(.1·) 

NOTICE OF PRESENTATION OF PETITION 

TAKE NoTICE that a peti t ion, a dupl icate whereof is  attached hereto, has this 

day been presented i n  the Registry of the Tri bunal/Court of Appeal named above 

and that you are to enter an appearance in respect of the petition to the said 

Registry with in . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  days of the date when this notice was 

left at your address as set out below, or as the Court may d i rect by order under 
paragraph 8 (2) of First Schedule to this Act, otherwise proceedings on the petition 
may be continued and determined in default of your appearance, and any document 
in tended for you may be posted up on the notice board, which shall be suffic ient 
notice thereof. 

Dated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  th is  . . . . . . . . . . . .  day of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 . . . . . . . .  . .  

Secretary 

To . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

A I I93 
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Paraxraph l) 
FIRST SCHEDULE 

FORM TF 004 

ELECTORAL ACT, 20 I 0 

I N  THE NATIONAL ELECTION TRI B UNAL/COURT OF A PPEAL 

HoLDEN AT • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • . • . • . . . . . • . . . . . • • . • . . • . • . • . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . .  

Petition No . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Between 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Petitioner(s) 

and . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Respondent(s) 

To The Secretary 

MEMORANDUM OF A PPEARANCE 

Election Tribunal/Court of Appeal 

Please enter appearance for . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

who is . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

in the above e lection petition. 

The name and address of his SoliCitor are as fol lows-

" " • • • • • •  � • • • • •  "·4, • • • • • • • • • •  � .. ., .. . �"j·•'• • • • • • • • • • • . ' l  

Dated this . . . . . . . . . . . . .  day of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 . . . .  . 

Signed 

For Service on Petitioner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

' -· 



,, Electoral Act 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

FORM TF 005 

ELECTORAL ACT, 20 1 0  

2010 No. 6 

Paragraph 20 

IN THE N ATIONA L  ELECTION TRI B U N A L/COU RT OF APPEAL 

HoLDEN i\T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . • • • . . . • . • • • • • • • . . • . . • • . • • .  

Petition No . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Between 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Petitioner(s) 

And . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (Respondent(s) 

The pet i t i on of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  ( Petitioner) 

of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

(or. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  of .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  of .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a n d  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (Petitioners) as  the case may be) whose name(s) 

are subscribed. 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

TA KE NOTICE the above election petition wi l l  be heard at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

on . . . . . . . . . . . . .  the . . . . . .  day of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  and on such other 

days as the Court of Appeal may determine. 

Dated this . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . day of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Secretary 

Address for serv ice on-

Petitioner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Respondent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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FIRST SCHEDULE 

FOR M TF 006 

ELECTORAL ACT, 20 1 0  

I N  THE N ATIONAL ELECTION TRIBUNAL/COU RT OF APPEAL 

Hot.Dr:N AT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Petition No . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Between 

Petitioner(s) 

And 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Respondent(.\· ) 

N OTICE OF MOTION TO W ITHDRAW PETITION 

TAKE NoTICE that this Honourable Tribunal/Court w i l l  be moved on 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  the . . . . . . . . .  day of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 . . . . . .  at the hour of 9 o ' c lock in the 

afternoon or as soon thereafter as the Petitioner or Counsel on his behalf can be 

heard praying the Tribunal/Court for an order enabling the Peti tioner to wi thdraw the 
above petition on the fol lowing ground (s) 

Dated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  th is  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  day of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 . . . . . .  . 

Petitioner(s) or Solicitor 



Electoral Act 

FIRST SCHEDUI.E 

FoRM TF 007 

ELECTORAL ACT, 20 I 0 

2010 No. 6 

Paragrt�ph 1 8  ( I )  

IN THE NATIONAL ELECTION TRIBUNAUCOURT OF A PPEAL 

Hnl.llEN AT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Petition No . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Between 

Petitioner(s) 

And 

To . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (insert name of parties) 

HEARING NOTICE FOR PRE-HEARING SESSION 

Take Notice that you are required to attend the Tribunal/Court on the 
. . . . . . . . .  day of. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 . . . . . . at 9 o'clock in the forenoon, for a Pre-hearing 
Session for the purposes set out hereunder : 

1 .-(a) disposal of all matters which must or can be dealt with on interlocutory 
application ; 

(b) giving directions as to the future of the petition as appear best adapted 
to secure i ts just, expedi tious and economical disposal in view of the urgency 
of election pet it ions ; 

(c) giving directions on order of witnesses to be cal led and such documents 
to be tendered by each party to prove their  cases having in  view the need to 
expeditious disposal of the petition; 

(d) fix ing clear dates for hearing of the petition. 
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2. Please answer the questions in the attached Pre-Heari ng I n formation sheet 
( rorm TF 008 ) on a separate sheet and submit 7 c lear days be fore the above 
mentioned dale . 

· 

Take Notice that if you do not attend in person or by Legal Practi t ioner at 
the Lime and p lace mentioned such proceedi ng w i l l  be taken and such order w i l l  
h e  made a s  the Tribunal or Court may deem just expedient .  

Dated the . . . . . . . . . day of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 . . . . .  . 

Signed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Secretary 
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Para.t:raph I g (2) 

FIRST SCH .. :DUI.E 

FoRM TF 008 

ELECTORAL ACT, 20 1 0  

IN T H E  N ATION AL ELECTION TRI BUN A L/COURT OF A PPEAL 

HoLnEN AT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Petition No . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Between 

Petitioner(s) 

And 

(Responde111 (s) 

PRE-HEARJNG I N FORMATION S HEET 

This Pre- Hcaring I n formation Sheet is i ntended to i nc l ude reference to a l l  
appl ications which the parties would wish t o  make a t  the Pre-hearing Session. 
I n formation S heet shou ld  be entered under i tem 1 4  below. 

A l l  part ies sha l l  not. later than 7 days before the first Pre-Hearing Sess ion 
fi le and serve on all parties : 

(a) a l l  applications in respect of matters to be deal t  w i th  before heari ng 
i ncluding but not l i m i ted to the matters l i sted hereunder, 

( b )  wri tten answers to the q uest ion s  contai ned i n  t h i s  Prc-Heari n g  
I n formation Sheet. 

l .  Do you requ i re that th is  action be considered with any other action(s)'! 
i r so g ive part iculars. 
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2. Are amendments to a petit ion, reply or other process requ i red ? 

3 .  Arc further and better particulars of any petit ion or reply  required ? I f  
so  spec i fy what part iculars are required. 

4.  If you i ntend to makes any addit ional admissions.  g i ve deta i l s .  

5 .  Arc there witness you may now wish to cal l .  

6 .  Wi l l  i n terpreters be required for any wi tness ? I f  so ,  state i n  what 
language . 

7. Is th is  a case in which the use of a single or joint expert might be sui table ? 
If not state reasons. 

8. Is there any way in which the Tribunal or Court can assist the parties to 
resolve their dispute or part icular i ssues in it wi thout the need for a hearing or 
fu l l  heari ng ? 

9. Have you considered any lawful means of reso lv ing  or narrowing  down 
the dispute or particu lar i ssues in it ? If yes state the steps that have been taken.  
If  not state reasons. 

I 0. List the paragraphs of the petition/reply you are admitt ing .  

1 1 . List the documents you are consenting to. 

1 2 . List the documents you are disputing and the reasons for the dispute. 

1 3 . List the witnesses you feel may not be necessary for any party to call and 
slate your reasons for the opin ion. 

1 4. List the appl ications you wish to make the Pre-Hear ing Session.  

Dated th is  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Day of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 . . . . . . .  . 

Signed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
(Legal Practitioner for the . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ) 

For service on-
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S UPPLEMENTAL 

Transitional Provisions 

I .  The statutory functions, rights, interests, obl igations and l iabi l i ties of 
the I ndependent National Electoral Commission establ i shed pursuan t  to the 
Electoral Act 2006. exist ing before the commencement of th is  Act under any 
contract or instrument, or in law or in equity shal l ,  by v i rtue of this Act, be deemed 
to have been assigned to and vested in the I ndependent N at ional  Electoral 
Commission establ i shed by th is  Act. 

2. Any such contract or instrument as is mentioned in subsection ( I )  of th is  
section, shall he of  the same force and effect against or in favour of the I ndependent 
National Electoral Commission establ i shed by th i s  Act and shal l  be enforceable 
as fu l ly and effect ively as if  i ns tead of the I ndependent N ational Electoral 
·commission ex ist ing before the commencement of th is  Act, the I ndependent 
National Electoral Commission establ i shed by this Act has been named there in  
or  had been a party thereto. 

3. The Independent National Electoral Commission establ ished by this Act 
shall he subject to al l  the obl igations and l i ab i l i t ies to which the I ndependent 
National Electoral Commission exist ing before the commencement of this Act 
was subject im mediatel y before the commencement of this Act and all other 
persons shall  have the same rights powers and remedies against the Independent 
National Electoral Commission establ i shed by this Act as they had against the 
I ndependent National E lectoral Commission of N i geria ex i st ing  before the 
commencement of the Act. 

4. Any proceeding or cause of action pending or exist ing immediately before 
the commencement of th is  Act, by or against the I ndependent N ational Electoral 
Commission existing before the commencement of this Act in respect of any right, 
interest, obligation or l iabi l ity of the I ndependent National Electoral Commission 
existing before the commencement of this Act may be continued or may be 
commenced and any determination of the court of law, tribunal or other authority 
or person may be enforced by or against the I ndependent National Electoral 
Commission establ ished by this Act to the same extent as would have been against 
the I n depen d e n t  N a t i o n a l  E l ec toral  C o m m i ss i o n  e x i s t i n g  b e fore t h e  
commencement of this Act. 

5 .  All  assets, funds, resources and other movable or i mmovable property, 
which immediately  before the commencement of this Act, were vested in the 
I ndependent National Electoral Commission, existing before· the commencement 
of this Act shall by v irtue of this Act and without further assurance, be vested i n  
the independent National Electoral Commission established by this Act. 

6. Any person who immediately before the coming i nto force of this Act is 
the holder of any office i n  the I ndependent National Electoral Commission existing 
before the commencement of this Act shal l ,  on the commencement of this Act, 
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and su�jcct to t he provisions of the Constitution, cont inue i n  office and he deemed 
to have been appointed to h i s  office by the I ndepe ndent N ational Electoral 
Commission establ ished by th is  Act, un less the authority by which the person 
was appointed terminates the appoi ntment. 

1 cert ify, in  accordance with Section 2·(  I )  of the Acts A uthentication Act, 
Cap. A2, Laws of the Federation of N igeria 2004, that th is  is a true copy of the 
B i l l  passed by both Houses of the N at ional Assembly. 

SAusu A tHJBAKAR MAt KASI JWA, mni  
Acting Clerk to the National A.�sembly 

1 6th day o.f"August, 20 1 0  

EXPLANATORY M EMORANDUM 

This Act repeals the Electoral Act No.2, 2006 and I ndependent N at ional 
Electora l Commission Act, Cap. 15,  Laws of the Federation of N i geria, 2004 
and enacts the Electoral Act, 20 I 0 to regu late the conduct of Federal ,  State and 
Area Counc i l  elections. 



SCHEDULE TO ELECTORAL BILL, 2010 

( I )  (2)  (3) (-I) (5) 
Short Title Long Title rJ{' rite Summarr r!f the Dare f"t.\'.l'ed br Dare Pa.ned br 
o f  the Bill Bill Conteti/S of the Bill the Senate rite House of 

Reprcsetttatil'es 

Electoral A B i l l  for an Act to repeal the This B i l l  seeks to repeal the 29th July. 2010. 29th July. 2010. 
B i l l ,  2010. Electoral Act No. 2. 2006 and Electoral Act No. 2, 2006 and 

Independent National Electoral Independent National Electoral 
Commission Act, Cap 15 ,  LFN, Commission Act, Cap 1 5, LFN. 
2004 and enact the Electoral Act, 2004 and enact the Electoral Act, 
201 0  to regulate the conduct of 201 0  to regulate the conduct of 
Federal, State and Area Council Federal ,  State and Area Council 
e lect ions  ' and for re lated elections. 
matters. 

I certify that this B i l l  has been carefu l ly  compared by me with the decision reached by the National Assembly and found by 
me to be true and correct decision of the Houses and is in accordance with the provisions of the Acts Authentication Act Cap. A2, 
Laws of the Federation of N igeria, 2004. 

I AssENT. 

SAusc ABUBAKAR M . .\IK,\SCWA, mni 
Acting Clerk to the National Assembly 

16th Day of August. 2010. 
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