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INEC IS OPEN TO CONSTRUC-TIVE CRITICI-SMS, PROF JEGA TELLS POLITI-CAL PARTIES

The Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) is open to constructive criticisms from stakeholders.

National Commissioner, Mrs. Thelma Iremirem said this while representing the INEC Chairman, Professor Attahiru Jega at an INEC meeting with political parties tagged: “Building Consensus on Electoral Activities Towards 2015” organized by United Nations Development Pro-gramme Democratic Gover-nance for Development Project (UNDP-DGD II).
The INEC Chairman said “the Commission is no doubt aware of the various commentaries    that     have
trailed the unveiling of the time table for general elections”, adding that some Nigerians even have objections to the sequence of the elections.
Professor Jega said that the 2015 general elections time table has been released one year before the Presidential election scheduled for February 14th 2015, as against that of the 2011 general elections which was released five months to the election. He explained that the time table will allow the Commission sufficient time to plan and tidy loose ends and will also be useful for other political actors and security agencies.
The INEC Chairman infor-med the political parties that: “Preparations for the 2015 General Elections actually began soon after 2011 general elections, including the restructuring of the Commission itself and the aggressive drive to complete   plans   for  distri-
  27 / 02 / 2014
bution of Permanent Voter Card”.
Reacting to a suggestion by the Chairman of the Inter-Party Advisory Council (IPAC), Dr. Yunusa Tanko, on the need for INEC to conduct elections in one day, Commissioner Thelma Iremirem explained that the conduct of elections is very expensive as such, com-bining them saves cost and also saves the people the stress of coming to the Polling Unit several times to cast votes on same day.
While reiterating INEC’s commitment to embark on massive Voter Education for 2015 elections, Mrs Iremirem reminded the Political Parties that they have a fundamental role in educating their followers on electoral processes espe-cially on how to vote, and how to behave at poling units. She called on the Political Parties to desist from politics of money and violence.
